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REPORT ON THE ORNITHOLOGY OF THE DEATH VALLEY EXPEDITION 
OF 1891, COMPRISING NOTES ON THE BIRDS OBSERVED IN SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA, SOUTHERN NEVADA, AND PARTS OF ARIZONA AND UTAH, 


By A. K. Fisumr, M. D. 


The present report includes an enumeration of all the birds observed 
throughout the region traversed by the different members of the expe- 
dition. It was considered advisable to unite all the observations in 
one general report rather than attempt to treat of the avifauna of 
special localities in a number of separate papers. At the same time a 
few local lists may be found under particular areas in Part I. 

A number of side trips were made to special localities by small parties, 
which not only materially increased the observations on the birds 
already met with, but also added a number of species to the list. Among 
these trips may be mentioned one made by Dr. Merriam and Mr. Bailey, 
who extended their observations as far east as St. George, Utah. 
They were thereby enabled to add valuable notes on several of the birds 
of the Great Basin not seen elsewhere. After the main party had dis- 
banded in the fall, a trip was made by Mr. Nelson along the coast from 
San Simeon to Carpenteria, and one to Monterey by Mr. Bailey, which 
resulted in partially filling up a wide gap among the water birds. 

Owing to the unusual interest shown in matters relating to Death 
Valley, and to the entire absence of reliable information concerning the 

‘species inhabiting this area, it seemed best to append a special list of 
the birds observed there, with brief annotations. This list is believed 
to be reasonably complete, since the valley was visited by one or more 
members of the expedition every month except May, from January to 
June inclusive. <A list of the species found in Owens Valley is added 
for comparison. (See pp. 150-158.) 

The known ranges of a number of species were much extended by the 
expedition, notably in the cases of Oreortyx pictus plumiferus, Dryobates 
scalaris bairdi, Chordeiles texensis, Pyrocephalus rubineus mexicanus, 
Calypte cost, Icterus parisorum, Leucosticte tephrocotis, Junco hyemalis 
thurberi, Spizella atrigularis, Peuceea cassini, Harporhynchus lecontes, 
and a few others; and the distribution of many better-known species 


was more definitely determined, 
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The known range of the plumed quail (Oreortyx pictus plumiferus) was 
carried eastward from the eastern slope of the Sierra Nevada to Mount 
Magruder, Nevada, and to all the desert ranges of southern California 
west of Death Valley. This valley apparently limits the distribution of 
this bird on the east, as the species was nowhere seen in the Grapevine 
or Charleston mountains, although both ranges are well timbered and 
bear brush which might afford suitable food and shelter. 

Baird’s woodpecker (Dryobates scalaris bairdi) was quite common 
among the tree yuccas on the Mohave Desert at Hesperia, and its range 
was extended northward to Vegas Vailey, Nevada, and the valley of 
the Santa Clara, in southwestern Utah, by Dr. Merriam. The vermilion 
flycatcher also was secured in the same valley, though previously un- 
known north of Fort Mohave, Ariz. The Texas nighthawk (Chordeiles 
texensis) was found to be a common summer resident in all the valleys 
east of the Sierra Nevada from Owens Valley, California, to St. George, 
Utah, where Dr. Merriam secured the eggs. It was taken also in the 
San Joaquin Valley, California, near Bakersfield. Scott’s oriole (Icterus 
parisorum) is another species whose range was carried northward from 
a short distance above our southern border in California to about lati- 
tude 38°, where it was common in places among the tree yuccas, and 
also on the slopes of some of the desert ranges as high as the junipers 
and pinons. Along the northern line of distribution it was found in 
Neyada at the Queen mine in the White Mountains, at Mount Magru- 
der, and in the Juniper Mountains, and in Utah in the Beaverdam Moun- 
tains. Costa’s humming bird (Calypte cost) was very common wher- 
ever water occurred throughout the desert region, ranging northward 
nearly to latitude 38°, and eastward to the Beaverdam Mountains, 
Utah. Its nest was Mocaenily found in the low bushes and cactuses on 
the hillsides near springs and streams. 

The discovery that the gray-crowned finch (Leucosticte tephrocotis) 
breeds in the southern Sierra and in the White Mountains is especially 
interesting both because its breeding range was previously unknown, 
and because no species of the genus had been recorded from the Sierra 
Nevada south of about latitude 40°, while the present species was com- 
mon nearly to the 36th parallel. 

Most satisfactory results were accomplished in working out the dis- 
tribution of Thurber’s junco (Junco hyemalis thurberi), a recently de- 
_seribed race whose range was not definitely known. In the Sierra 
Nevada it was common from the Yosemite Valley, the most northern 
point visited by any member of the expedition, to the southern end of 
the range, and in the desert ranges eastward to the Grapevine and 
Charleston mountains, where its place was occupied, in winter at least, 
by its more eastern representative, Shufeldt’s junco. The little bee 
chinned sparrow (Spizella atrigularis) was found to be not an unecom- 
mon summer resident on the slopes of several of the desert ranges and 
also on the east slope of the Sierra Nevada as far north as Independ- 
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ence Creek in Kearsarge Pass. This was a great surprise, as hereto- 
fore the species has been recorded within our limits only along the 
southern border, and its presence was not suspected until a specimen 
was taken in the Panamint Mountains in April. 

LeConte’s thrasher (Harporhynchus lecontei), contrary to our expecta- 
tions, was a common resident throughout the principal desert valleys 
from Owens Valley at the east foot of the Sierra Nevada across south- 
ern California and Nevada to southwestern Utah, where it was found 
nearly to the summit of the Beaverdam Mountains. Northward it was 
observed in Owens Valley almost to Benton, a short distance south of 
the 38th parallel. It was also taken by Mr. Nelson in the southern part 
of the San Joaquin Valley, California, about Buena Vista Lake. 

The bird lite of a region is materially affected by various agencies, 
such as changes in the character of the country brought about by the 
destruction of forests, the drying up of springs and water courses, and 
other causes. Butin the High Sierra the sheep industry is doing more 
than anything else to make that region uninhabitable for certain species 
of birds and also for other forms of life, as long since pointed out by 
Mr. Henshaw (Appendix JJ, Annual Report of the Chief of Engineers 
for 1876, p. 225). . During the summer the sheep almost totally destroy 
all the smaller plants and shrubs which, except in the wet meadows, 
do not grow again until the following spring. The writer has walked 
for miles along the hillsides where these animals had recently grazed 
without seeing a plant of any description save the larger woody shrubs. 
That the destruction of vegetation by sheep in this region is a potent 
cause of the scarcity of ground-inhabiting birds is evident by contrast 
to anyone visiting the national parks where no sheep are allowed to 
graze and where the vegetation is consequently uninjured and many 
species of birds abundant. 

One member of the expedition, Mr. Vernon Bailey, traversed the 
Virgin Valley in southwestern Utah and eastern Nevada and the 
Detrital and Sacramento valleys, Arizona, during the winter of 188889, 
His notes on several of the birds observed are incorporated in the 
present report. 

With few exceptions it was thought better not to include matter 
from published reports partially covering the same region, since most 
of this material has been republished already in Mr. Belding’s Land 
Birds of the Pacific Coast District. 

In the following report 290 species and subspecies of birds are dwelt 
upon at greater or less length. The nomenclature adopted is that of 
the American Ornithologists’ Union. 

The writer wishes to extend his sincere thanks to all members of the 
expedition who assisted in collecting specimens or information for the 
present report. He wishes also to acknowledge the kindness of Mr. L. 
Belding, who furnished data on certain birds observed by him during a 
Short trip to the Yosemite National Parkin June,1891. In allimportant 
instances credit is given to the observer under the head of each species, 


10 


Without this substantial help, so freely given, little more than a frag- 


NORTH AMERICAN 


FAUNA. 


mentary report would have been possible. 


SOMA DIR WH eH 


11. 


42. 


LIST OF BIRDS. 


Aichmophorus occidentalis. 
Colymbus nigricollis californicus. 
Podilymbus podiceps. 


. Urinator imber. 

. Urinator pacificus. 

. Urinator lumme. 

. Uria troile californica. 
. Larus glaucescens. 

. Larus californicus. 

. Larus delawarensis. 


Larus heermanni. 


. Larus philadelphia. 
. Sterna maxima. 

. Phalacrocorax dilophus albociliatus. 
. Phalacrocorax penicillatus. 
. Phalacrocorax pelagicus resplendens. 
. Pelecanus erythrorhynchos. 
. Pelecanus californicus. 

. Merganser americanus. 

. Merganser serrator. 

. Anas boschas. 


Anas strepera. 


. Anas americana. 

. Anas carolinensis. 

. Anas discors. 

. Anas cyanoptera. 

. Spatula clypeata, 

. Dafila acuta. 

. Aythya americana. 

. Aythya vallisneria. 

. Aythya collaris. 

. Glaucionetia clangula americana. 
. Charitonetta albeola. 

. Histrionicus histrionicus. 


Oidemia americana. 


. Oidemia perspicillata. 

. Lrismatura rubida. 

. Chen hyperborea. 

. Anser albifrons gambeli. 

. Branta canadensis hutchinsii. 

. Branta canadensis occidentalis. 


Dendrocygna fulva. 


. Plegadis guarauna. 

- Botaurus lentiginosus. 

. Ardea herodias. 

. Ardea egretta. 

. Ardea virescens. 

. Nycticorax nycticorax nevius. 
. Grus canadensis. 


Rallus virginianus. 


. Porzana carolina. 

. Fulica americana. 

. Phalaropus tricolor. 

. Recurvirostre americana. 
. Himantopus mexicanus. 

. Gallinago delicata. 

. Lringa minutilla. 

. Lrewnetes occidentalis. 

. Calidris arenaria. 

. Limosa fedoa. 

. LTotanus melanoleucus. 

. Symphemia semipalnata inornata. 
. Heteractitis incanus. 


Actitis macularia. 


. Numenius longirostris. 

. Numenius hudsonicus. 

. Charadrius squatarola. 

. Aigialitis vocifera. 

. Aigialitis nivosa. — 

. Aigialitis montana. 

. Oreortyx pictus plumiferus. 
. Callipepla californica. 


Callipepla californica vallicola. 


- Callipepla gambeli. 

. Dendragapus obscurus fuliginosus. 

. Centrocercus urophasianus. 

. Columba fasciata. 

. Zenaidura macroura. 

. Pseudogryphus californianus. 

. Cathartes aura. 

. Hlanus leucurus. 

. Circus hudsonius. 

. Accipiter velox. 

. Accipiter coopert. 

. Accipiter atricapillus striatulus. _ 

. Buteo borealis calurus. 

. Luteo lineatus elegans. 

. Buteo swainsoni. 

. Archibuteo ferrugineus. 

. Aquila chrysaétos. 

. Haliewetus leucocephalus. 

92. 

. Falco peregrinus anatum. 

. Faleo columbarius. 

. Falco sparverius deserticolus. 

. Pandion haliaétus carolinensis. 
Se 
98. 
99. 

100. 


Falco mexicanus. 


Sirix pratincola. - 
Asio wilsonianus. 
Asio accipitrinus. 
Syrnium occidentale, 
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101. 
102. 
103. 
104. 
105. 
106. 
107. 
108. 
109. 
110. 
Bae 
112. 
118. 
114. 
115. 
116. 
117. 
118. 
119, 
120. 
121. 
122. 
123. 
124. 
125. 
126. 
127. 
128. 
129, 
130. 
131. 
132. 
133. 
134. 
135. 
136. 
137. 
138. 
139. 
140. 
141. 
142. 
148. 
144, 
145. 
146. 


147 


148. 
149. 
150. 
151. 
152. 
153. 
154, 
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LIST OF BIRDS—Continued. 


Megascops asio bendirei. 

Bubo virginianus subarcticus. 
Speotyto cunicularia hypogea. 
Geococcyx californianus. 
Coccyzus americanus occidentalis. 
Ceryle alcyon. 

Dryobates villosus hyloscopus. 
Dryobates pubescens gairdnerti, 
Dryobates scalaris bairdt. 
Dryobates nuttallii. 
Xenopicus albolarvatus. 
Sphyrapicus varius nuchalis. 
Sphyrapicus ruber. 
Sphyrapicus thyroideus. 
Ceophleus pileatus. 
Melanerpes formicivorous bairdi. 
Melanerpes torquatus. 
Melanerpes uropygialis. 
Colaptes cafer. 

Phalenoptilus nuttallt. 
Phalenoptilus nuttalli californicus. 
Chordeiles virginianus henryi. 
Chordeiles texensis. 
Cypseloides niger. 

Chetura vauxi. 

Aéronautes melanoleucus. 
Trochilus alexandri. 

Calypte coste. 

Calypte anna. 

Selasphorus platycercus. 
Selasphorus rufus. 

Stellula calliope. 

Tyrannus tyrannus. 

Tyrannus verticalis, 

Tyrannus vociferans. 
Myiarchus cinerascens. 
Sayornis saya. 

Sayornis nigricans. 

Contopus borealis. 

Coniopus richardsonit. 
Empidonax difficilis. 
Empidonax pusillus. 
LEimpidonax hammondi. 
Limpidonax wrightii. 
Pyrocephalus rubineus mexicanus. 
Otocoris alpestris arenicola. 
.Otocoris alpestris chrysolema. 
Pica pica hudsonica. 

Pica nuttalli. 

Cyanocitta stelleri. 

Cyanocitta stellert frontalis. 
Aphelocoma woodhousei. 
Aphelocoma californica. 
Corvus corax sinuatus, 


155. 
156. 
157. 
158. 
159. 
160. 
161. 
162. 
163. 
164, 
165. 
166. 
167. 
168. 
169. 
170. 
171. 
172. 
L73. 
174. 
175. 
176. 
177. 
178. 
LEO): 
180. 
181. 
. Chondestes grammacus strigatus. 

. Zonotrichia leucophrys. 

. Zonotrichia leucophrys intermedia. 
. Zonotrichia leucophrys gambeli. 

. Zonotrichia coronata. 
. Zonotrichia albicollis. 

. Spizella monticola ochracea. 

. Spizella socialis arizone. 

. Spizella breweri. 

. Spizella atrigularis. 

. Junco hyemalis. 

. Junco hyematis shufeldti. 

. Junco hyemalis thurberi, 
. Junco pinosus. 
. Amphispiza bilineata. 
. Amphispiza belli. 
. Amphispiza belli nevadensis, 
. Peucea cassini. 
. Peucea ruficeps. 
. Melospiza fasciata fallax. 
. Melospiza fasciata montana. 
. Melospiza fasciata heermannt. 
. Melospiza fasciala guttata. 
. Melospiza fasciata rufina. 
. Melospiza fasciata graminea. 

. Melospiza lincolni. 

. Passerella iliaca unalaschcensis, 


Corvus americanus. 

Picicorvus columbianus. 
Cyanocephalus cyanocephalus, 
Molothrus ater. 

Xanthocephalus canthocephalus, 
Agelaius phoniceus. 

Agelaius gubernator. 

Sturnella magna neglecta. 

Icterns parisorum. 

Icterus bullocki. 

Scolecophagus cyanocephalus, 
Coccothraustes vespertinus. 
Pinicola enucleator. 

Carpodacus purpureus californicus, 
Carpodacus cassini. 

Carpodacus mexicanus frontalis. 
Loxia curvirostra stricklandi. 
Leucosticte tephrocotis. . 

Leucosticie atrata. 

Spinus tristis. 

Spinus psaltria. 

Spinus psaltria arizone. 

Spinus lawrencet. 

Spinus pinus. 

Poocetes gramineus confinis, ° 
Ammodramus sandwichensis aluadinus, 
Ammodramus sandwichensis bryanti. 
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LIST OF BIRDS—Continned. 


209. Passerella iliaca megarhyncha. 
210. Passerella iliaca schistacea. 
211. Pipilo maculatus megalonyx. 


. Sylvania pusilla pileolata. 
. Anthus pennsylvanicus. 
. Cinclus mexicanus. 


212. Pipilo maculatus oregonus. 253. Oroscoples montanus. 
213. Pipilo chlorurus. 254. Mimus polyglotios. 


214. Pipilo fuscus mesoleucus. 
215. Pipilo fuscus crissalis. 
216. Pipilo aberti. 

217. Habia melanocephala. 
218. Guiraca cerulea eurhyncha. 
219. Passerina amena. 

220. Calamospiza melanocorys. 
221. Piranga ludoviciana. 

222. Piranga hepatica. 

223. Progne subis hesperia. 
224. Petrochelidon lunifrons. 
225. Chelidon erythrogaster. 
226. Tachycineta bicolor. 

227. Tachycineta thalassina. 
228. Clivicola riparia. 

229. Stelgidopteryx serripennis. 
230. Ampelis cedrorum. 

231. Phainopepla nitens. 

232. Lanius ludovicianus excubitorides. 
233. Vireo gilvus swainsoni. 
234, Vireo solitarius cassinit. 


. Harporhynchus rediwivus. 

. Harporhynchus lecontei. 

. Harporhynchus crissalis. 

. Heleodytes brunneicapillus. 

. Salpinctes obsoletus. 

. Catherpes mexicanus conspersus. 
. Thryothorus bewickii spilurus. 

. Lhryothorus bewickit bairdi. 

. Troglodytes aédon aztecus. 

. Cistothorus palustris paludicola. 
. Certhia familiaris occidentalis. 

. Sitta carolinensis aculeata. 

. Sitta canadensis. 

. Sitta pygmeda. 

. Parus tnornatus. 

. Parus inornatus griseus. 

. Parus gambeli. 

. Parus rufescens neglectus. 

. Chamea fasciata henshawit. 

. Psaltriparus minimus californicus. 
dD. Psaltriparus plumbeus. 


235. Vireo solitarius plumbeus. 276. Auriparus flaviceps. 
236. Vireo belli pusillus. 277. Regulus satrapa olivaceus. 


237. Vireo vicinior. 278. Regulus calendula. 

238. Helninthophila lucie. 279. Polioptila cerulea obscura. 
239. Helminthophila ruficapilla gutturalis. 280. Polioptila plumbea. 

240. Helminthophila celata lutescens. 281. Polioptila californica. 


241. Dendroica estiva. 

242. Dendroica auduboni. 

.243, Dendroica nigrescens, 
244,,.Dendroica townsendi. 

245. Dendroica occidentalis, 

246. Seiurus noveboracensis notabilis. 
247. Geothlypis macgillivrayi. 


. Myadestes townsendii. 

. Turdus ustulatus. 

. Lurdus ustulatus swainsonii. 

. Turdus aonalaschke. 

. Turdus aonalaschke auduboni. 
. Merula migratoria propingua. 
. Hesperocichla nevia. 


248. Geothlypis trichas occidentalis. 289, Sialia mexicana, 
249. Icteria virens longicauda. 290. Sialia arctica. 


[No.7 


#ichmophorus occidentalis. Western Grebe. 


The western grebe was seen only in the San Joaquin Valley, where 
Mr. Nelson observed a few at Buena Vista Lake, in October. 

Hared Grebe. 

The eared grebe was found in most of the larger ponds or lakes 
throughout the region visited by the expedition. At Owens Lake, 
Calif., large flocks were seen as late as the middle of June. Hundreds 
of dead ones were observed along the shore, where they were drifted 
by the wind. The writer counted the bodies found within the limits 
of a given distance, and estimated the total for the entire lake shore 


Colymbus nigricollis californicus. 
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as 35,000. One of two causes, or both combined, must account for the 
death of so many. Hither the water, which is saturated with salt and 
soda, is in some way injurious to them, or remaining to search for 
proper food, which does not exist in the lake, they become so weak from 
innutrition as to be unable to fly and die of starvation. 

The mortality observed is not unusual, but seems to be of regular oc- 


eurrence. Mr. Nelson, while camped at Keeler, in December, 1890, re- 


ported large numbers of dead grebes along the shore, and further stated 
that a light wind, blowing in shore, brought in half a dozen or more 
recently dead and excessively emaciated birds. 

A specimen was secured on the reservoir at Furnace Creek, Death 
Valley, by Mr. Bailey April 11, and another on Pahranagat Lake, where 
many others were seen, May 24. Mr. Nelson saw a single individual in 
a glacier lake at the head of San Joaquin River, which was more likely 
the horned grebe; Mr. Stephens found several at Little Owens Lake, 
May 6-11; and Mr. Palmer observed eight or ten pairs, in full breed- 
ing plumage, on Elizabeth Lake July 2, and several on Crane Lake, near 
Gorman Station, Calif., June 28. Mr. Nelson saw the species at Buena 
Vista Lake, in the San Joaquin Valley, in October, and found it com- 
mon along the coast south of San Simeon in November. - 

The horned grebe (Colymbus auritus) may have been associated with 
the present species in some localities, but it was not identified. 


Record of specimens collected of Colymbus nigricollis californicus. 


5 = 3 eres. Be 

ee Sex. | Locality. Date. | Collector. Remarks. 
ee ee eee at, ne 
i ~ ! 

qees ses oS | Death Valley, California .......| Apr.11,1891 | V. Bailey .-.......| Furnace Creek. 


nhs aie hen en ti me Keeler, Inyo Co., Calif.-..---..| June 2, 1891 ; 1.58. Palmer....-.| 
‘ ! f 
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Podilymbus podiceps. Pied-billed Grebe. 
A few dabchicks were seen by Mr. Nelson along the coast between 

San Simeon and Carpenteria, in November. 

Urinator sp.——? 


Mr. Nelson reported loons as common along the coast south of San 
Simeon in November. No adults were observed, all the birds being in 
immature plumage and remarkably unsuspicious. It is probable that 
the above note includes two and possibly three species, namely, the 
Pacific, red-throated, and common loons. 

Uria troile californica. California Murre. | / 

The California murre was found by Mr. Bailey to be common along 
the shore at Monterey, Calif., where a female was secured October 5, 
Larus glaucescens. Glaucons-winged Gull. 

Mr. Nelson found this species common along the coast of California 
south of San Simeon in November. 

Larus californicus. California Gull. 

Mr. Nelson saw three gulls of this species flying up Owens River, 

California, opposite Lone Pine, in December, 1390. Along the shores 
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of Owens Lake from one to half a dozen were seen almost every day 
through December. A specimen shot on December 28 had its craw full 
of duck meat and feathers, and from the actions of its associates when 
a duck was shot it was evident that they prey upon such game, since 
the lake affords little other food. | 

The same observer saw a number of gulls of this species at Buena 
Vista Lake, in the San Joaquin Valley, in October, and found it com- 
mon along the coast from San Simeon to Carpenteria, November 4 to 
December 18, 1891. 

Larus delawarensis. Ring-billed Gull. 

Mr. Nelson observed the ring-billed gull a few times at Owens Lake, 
and secured two specimens at a pond abounding in small fish near Lone 
Pine, in December, 1890. He found it rather common along the coast 
from San Simeon to Carpenteria, November 4 to December 18, 1891. 
Larus heermanni. Heermann’s Gull. 

Common along the coast from San Simeon to Carpenteria, November 
4 to December 18, 1891. 

Larus philadelphia. Bonaparte’s Gull. 

Mr. Nelson saw one immature bird on a small lake near Lone Pine 
the last of December, 1890, and found a few along the coast from San 
Simeon to Carpenteria, November 4 to December 18, 1891. 

Sterna maxima. Royal Tern. 

A large tern, which Mr. Nelson reported as this species, was very 
common about the bays and inlets along the coast south of San Simeon. 
Phalacrocorax dilophus albociliatus. Farallone Cormorant. 

Mr. Nelson reported this cormorant as common along the coast from 
San Simeon to Carpenteria, November 4 to December 18, 
Phalacrocorax penicillatus. Brandt’s Cormorant. 

Common in the same place. . 

Phalacrocorax pelagicus resplendens. Baird’s Cormorant. 

Noted by Mr. Nelson at Santa Barbara. 

Pelecanus erythrorhynchos. White Pelican. © 

Mr. Stephens saw a flock of white pelicans sailing high in the air, 
midway between Haway Meadows and Olancha, at the southern end of 
Owens Lake, May 15. Mr. Palmer found the wings and shoulder gir- 
dle of one of these birds at Crane Lake, near Old Fort Tejon, July 2, 
and saw an individual on a small lake at Lone Pine, August 23. 

Mr. Nelson saw the species at Buena Vista Lake, in the San Joa- 
quin Valley, in October, and observed a large flock on Morro Bay in 
November. 

Pelecanus californicus. California Brown Pelican. 

Brown pelicans were common about San Francisco Bay and outside 
of the Golden Gate during the latter part of September. Mr. Bailey 
found them numerous at Monterey, September 28 to October 9, and Mr, 
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Nelson found them abundant all along the coast from San Simeon to 
Carpenteria, November 4 to December 18. 
Merganser americanus. Merganser. 

A flock of a dozen or more sheldrakes was seen at Soda Springs 
(locally known as Kern River Lakes), in the Sierra Nevada the first 
week in September, and a specimen shot there by Mr. Bailey August 
15, belongs to this species. 

Merganser serrator. Red-breasted Merganser. 

A few red-breasted mergansers, according to Mr. Nelson, were liv- 
ing in the lakes near Lone Pine in December, 1890, and the remains of 
one were found on the shore of Owens Lake in June. Dr. Merriam shot 
an adult male in a small pond in Vegas Wash, Nevada, May 2, Saw 
a pair at the Bend of the Colorado, May 3, and noted three females at 
the mouth of Beaverdam Creek, Arizona, May 9 and 10. 

Anas boschas, Mallard. 

The first mallard seen was a fine adult male, which was secured as 
it arose from one of the irrigating ditches in the alfalfa field at Furnace 
Creek, in Death Valley, January 23. Mr. Nelson noted several small 
flocks at Saratoga Springs, at the south end of the valley, early in Feb- 
ruary, and a few in Vegas Wash, Nevada, March 3-6. At Ash Mead- 
ows, Nevada, this duck was not uncommon, and a number were secured 
for the mess during the first three weeks in March. Dr. Merriam saw 
a pair of mallards and several single birds in Pahranagat Valley, Ne- 
vada, May 22-26, and Mr. Stephens noted a few in Oasis Valley, N evada, 
March 15-19. In Owens Valley, California, Mr. Nelson found it spar- 
ingly about the lakes at Lone Pine in December, 1890; Mr. Stephens 
Saw males and females at Little Owens Lake, May 6-11, and was con- 
fident that it bred in the meadows about Olancha, at the foot of Owens 
Lake, May 16-23. Dr. Merriam shot two and saw others in a small 
tule pond in Kern Valley, California, June 22, and the writer saw sev- 
eral at the same place July 13. At Walker Basin, California, several 
females were seen with their broods of young. A specimen of the lat- 
ter in the down, secured July 13, had its stomach distended with grass- 
hoppers, which insects were abundant everywhere in the neighborhood 
of the sloughs. 

At Bakersfield, in the San Joaquin Valley, a flock of nearly full- 
grown birds was flushed from one of the old water ditches on July 19. 
At a small pond near Trout Meadows, in the Sierra Nevada, Mr. Bailey 
saw a flock of ten individuals about the middle of August, and on Sep- 
tember 7 he and the writer saw a flock containing six birds at the 
same place. Mr. Nelson saw the species at Buena Vista Lake in Octo- 
ber, and along the route from San Simeon to Oarpenteria, in November 
and December. 

Anas strepera. Gadwall. 
The gadwall did not begin to arrive at Ash Meadows, Nevada, until 
about March 8, from which time until March 21, when the party left 
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the vicinity, it increased gradually in numbers and furnished, together 
with many of the other ducks, an agreeable change in the fare. Mr. 
Nelson found the species in smal] numbers in the bays and creeks be- 
tween San Simeon and Carpenteria, Calif, in November and Decem- 
ber. 

Anas americana. Baldpate; Widgeon. 

The spring flight of widgeons began at Ash Meadows, Nevada, about 
March 8, where they soon became common in the small ponds and 
sloughs. This was the only locality where the species was at all com- 
mon. 

Mr. Nelson reported two or three seen and one killed at Saratoga 
Springs, Death Valley, California, early in February; a single bird 
killed in Pahrump Valley, Nevada, the middle of the same month, and 
one seen in Vegas Wash, Nevada, about the middle of March. Dr. 
Merriam mentioned one shot at Furnace Creek in Death Valley, April 
8. Mr. Nelson noted a few widgeons in the bays and creeks between 
San Simeon and Carpenteria, Calif., in November and December. 
Anas carolinensis. Green-winged Teal. 

Small flocks of green-winged teal were seen at Furnace Creek, Death 
Valley, January 25 to February 4. They were found either at the reser- 
voir or in the irrigating ditches which flow through the alfalfa field. 
At Ash Meadows, Nevada, the species was very common, occurring in 
flocks which varied in size from a few individuals to several hundred 
birds. 

Mr. Nelson found it common at Saratoga Springs, in the southern 
end of Death Valley, early in February, at Pahrump Ranch, Nevada, 
February 12-23; and saw small flocks about the large springs in Pah- 
rump and Vegas valleys, March 3-16. 

At Hot Springs, Panamint Valley, the writer saw a wing of this spe- 
cies April 20, and Mr. Nelson saw a specimen at the same place in 
January. The latter observer found it common at Buena Vista Lake 
in the San Joaquin Valley, California, in October, and between San 
Simeon and Carpenteria in November and December. 

Anas discors. Blue-winged Teal. 


The blue-wingec teal was met with in two localities only. Mr. Steph- 
ens recorded seeing a smali flock at Little Owens Lake, May 6-11; and 
the writer shot an individual out of a mixed flock of cinnamon and 
green-winged teal at Ash Meadows, Nevada, March 20. 

Anas cyanoptera. Cinnamon Teal. | 

The cinnamon teal is acommon species in suitable localities through- 
out the desert regions of the southern part of the Great Basin. It was 
first observed at Ash Meadows, Nevada, March 18, at which date a few 
were found in mixed flocks, and a little later considerable numbers 
came in, both in tlocks by themselves and associated with other ducks. 
Mr. Nelson observed a female near Jackass Spring, in Cottonwood 
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Caton, Panamint Range, June 1. Mr. Stephens saw several about the 
ponds at Grapevine Spring, California, April 1-4, and one was secured 
at Hot Spring, Panamint Valley, April 17. On the last trip to Death 
Valley Mr. Bailey secured a female in the reservoir at Fufnace Creek, 
June 19. It was undoubtedly a pensioner, as its ovaries were unde- 
veloped. During the spring and early summer Dr. Merriam found this 
duck breeding at numerous warm springs and alkali ponds throughout 
the districts visited in the Lower Sonoran zone in southern Nevada and 
southwestern Utah, and at Little Owens Lake, California. A female 
was killed in a patch of fine watercress in Upper Cottonwood Spring 
at the east base of the Charleston Mountains, Nevada, April 30; a flock 
of twenty-two was seen at Vegas Spring, Nevada, May 1, and many 
were noted in Vegas Wash, May 2. It was seen also in the lower 
Santa Clara Valley, Utah, May 11-15, and was common throughout 
Pahranagat Valley, Nevada, May 22-26, where it was breeding in the 
marshes. 


Record of specimens collected of Anas cyanoptera. 


A 


Collect- Sie 


or’s No. Locality. | Date. Collector. Remarks. 


134 | fd ad} Ash Meadows, Nevada......... Mar. 20, 1891) A. K. Fisher...... 
Q | Death Valley, California ....... June 19,1891 | V. Bailey......... Furnace Creek. 


Spatula clypeata. Shoveller. 

At Lone Pine and Owens Lake, California, Mr. Nelson reported the 
shoveller as a common species, and at the latter place found it feeding 
extensively on the larve and pups of a small fly (Zphydra hians) which 
abounds in the lake. The remains of a large number of these birds 
were seen about the lake in June. A flock of four was seen on the 
reservoir at Furnace Creek, in Death Valley, the latter part of January, 
and the species was common at Ash Meadows, Nevada, where a number 
were killed early in March. Mr. Palmer found a pair breeding in a 
pond near Gorman Station, the last of June. 

Dafila acuta. Pintail. 

The sprigtail was common at Ash Meadows, Nevada, during the first 
two weeks in March, and many were killed for the mess. Mr. Nelson 
reported a number seen and some killed at Saratoga Springs, at the 
south end of Death Valley, February 1, and several seen in Vegas 
Wash, Nevada, March 3-10, 

Aythya americana. Redhead. 

The redhead was common at Ash Meadows, Nevada, during the first 
half of March, and together with the mallard, pintail, widgeon, and gad- 
wall furnished considerable food for the party. 

Mr. Nelson saw one in Vegas Valley, Nevada, in March, and Mr, 
Stephens another at Little Owens Lake, California, early in May, 
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Aythya vallisneria. Canvasback. 

Ash Meadows, Nevada, was the only place where canvasback ducks 
were met with; a few were killed there early in March. 
Aythya collaris. Ring-necked Duck. 

The ring-necked duck was found only at Ash Meadows, Nevada, in 
March, where several in fine adult plumage were shot. 

Glaucionetta clangula americana. Golden-eye. 

Mr. Nelson saw a few whistlers on the lakes at Lone Pine in Decem- 
ber, 1890, the only individuals of this species seen. 
Charitonetta albeola. Butfiehead. 

Mr. Nelson reported a few buffle headed ducks about the ponds at Lone 
Pine, California, in December, 1890. 

Histrionicus histrionicus. Harlequin Dueck. 

None of our party saw this species. Mr. Belding, who has been so | 
fortunate as to see 4 few each year, saw a pair in May, near Crockers, 
which is about 20 miles northwest of the Yosemite Valley. 

Oidemia americana. Scoter. 

Mr. Nelson found this scoter not very common at Morro Bay, Cali- 
fornia, in November. . 
Oidemia perspicillata. Surf Scoter. 

The surf scoter was very common at Morro Bay, California, where 
Mr. Nelson found mainly immature birds. 

Erismatura rubida. Ruddy Duck. 

The ruddy duck was first met with at Ash Meadows, Nevada, where 
afew were killed about the middle of March. Three were seen and — 
secured in the reservoir at Furnace Creek, Death Valley, March 22, 
Mr. Stephens saw it about the ponds at the ranch at Grapevine Spring, 
California, April 1-4; and Dr. Merriam observed it in Pahranagat 
Valley, Nevada, May 22-26. Near the western border of the Mohave 
Desert in California Mr. Palmer found several in bright plumage on 
Elizabeth Lake, July 2; one on a pond near Gorman Station on the 
same day; and several on Castac Lake, July 10. It was probably 
breeding at all three of these places. 

Chen hyperborea. Lesser Snow Goose. 

A flock of snow geese was seen by Mr. Nelson about Morro Bay in 
November, 1891. Mr. Bailey found this Species common in flocks in 
Virgin Valley, where it was first observed near Bunkerville, Nev., Jan- 
uary 23,1889. They frequented the shores of Virgin River, where they 
fed on the bleached stems and tender roots of a small elub-rush. The 
gullets of two individuals secured contained nothing except the re- 
mains of this plant. 

Anser albifrons gambeli. White-fronted Goose. 


A white-fronted goose remained several days in company with four 
Canada geese during the latter part of March in the alfalfa field at 
Furnace Creek, Death Valley, California, 
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Branta canadensis hutchinsii. Hutchin’s Goose. 


Very few geese were heard or seen during the time the expedition was 
in the field. Mr. Nelson reported hearing a flock which passed over 
the camp at Lone Pine, in Owens Valley, late one evening in Decem- 
ber, 1890, and another on the east slope of the Charleston Mountains, 
Nevada, March 3-16, 1891. At Furnace Creek ranch » Death Valley, four 
Canada geese and one white-fronted goose remained in the alfalfa 
field for several days during the latter part of March. The above 
records may apply to the white-cheeked goose (Branta c. occidentalis). 
Mr. Nelson saw a few Hutchin’s geese at Buena Vista Lake, in the San 
Joaquin Valley, California, in October, and shot a pair near San Simeon. 
Others were seen at different points along the coast, although nowhere 
common. 

Dendrocygna fulva. Fulvous Tree Duck. 

Owens Valley, California, was the only locality where this species was 
observed. Mr. Stephens found it quite common and unsuspicious at 
Little Owens Lake, where he secured a pair, May 8. He also saw a 
flock of a dozen or more at Ash Creek, near the southern end of Owens 
Lake, June 1. 


Record of specimens collected of Dendrocygna fulva. 


Collec- 


fates: Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 


54 & Little Owens Lake, California.| May 8, 1891 | F. Stephens ....-.. 
59 c Rete Gap eae La ET a= pe liana a COs ase ves eee do 


Plegadis guarauna. White-faced Glossy Ibis. 

Mr. Stephens saw a small flock of the glossy ibis at Little Owens 
Lake, May 6-11, and observed one at a springy place at Haway Meadows 
May 12-14. At Furnace Creek, Death Valley, the wings and tail of a 
Specimen which had been killed near a ditch in the alfalfa field were 
seen at the ranch. 

Botaurus lentiginosus. Bittern. 

The bittern was not uncommon at Ash Meadows, Nevada, during the 
first three weeks in March, where it was seen in the marshes along the 
irrigating ditches or by the larger springs, in which places small fish were 
abundant. Dr. Merriam saw several in Pahranagat Valley, Nevada, 
May 22-26, where it undoubtedly bred. In Owens Valley Mr. Stephens 
found it ne Alvord June 26-28; at Bishop, June 30, and Mr. Nelson shot 
one near Lone Pine in December, 1890. The latter observer saw the 
species at the head of Morro Bay, California, and at a small lake near 
San Luis Obispo in November of the following year. 

Ardea herodias. Great Blue Heron. 


In California, great blue herons were not uncommon at Bakersfield, 
in the San Joaquin Valley, where they were seen flying back and fourth 
from the river to their resting grounds, July 17-20. At the following 
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places single individuals were seen: At a small lake near Lone Pine, 
December, 1890; at Tejon ranch, near the mouth of the Pass, July 13; 
at Little Owens Lake, June 20; at Kernville, July 12, and at Soda 
Springs, September 7. Mr. Nelson found the species common in the 
San Joaquin Valley wherever the streams or lakes furnish it proper 
surroundings. He reported it common on the coast between San 
Simeon and Carpenteria, and saw a few near San Luis Obispo and be- 
tween Carpenteria and Santa Paula in November and December. 


Ardea egretta. ITgret. | 

A white egret was seen by Dr. Merriam at a little pool of muddy 
water between the south end of Panamint Valley and Lone Willow 
Spring, California, April 24; and another at the Great Bend of the 
Colorado, May 4. The latter was on the Arizona or east side of the 
river, opposite the mouth of Vegas Wash. Mr. Nelson saw several 
about Morro Bay, California, in November. | 


Ardea virescens. Green Heron. 

The green heron was not uncommon along the river, sloughs, and old 
ditches near Bakersfield, in the San Joaquin Valley, California, July 
17-20; one was seen at Elk Bayou, near Tulare, in the same valley, 
' July 22; and Mr. Stephens saw one at Little Owens Lake, California, 
May 6-11. 

Nycticorax nycticorax nevius. Black-crowned Night Heron. 

Asamatter of course, night herons were rare in a region where streams 
and lakes containing fish were almost absent. Dr. Merriam saw an 
adult April 7, resting on a rock near the road in Windy Gap, between 
Panamint and Death valleys. Several were seen by him on a small 
alkaline pond at the west end of the Mohave Desert (Antelope 
Valley), June 28, and one in northwestern Arizona (where Beaverdam 
Creek joins the Virgin), May 9. Mr. Stephens saw several at Little 
Owens Lake May 6-11, and Mr. Palmer saw one at Crane Lake, at 
the west end of the Mohave Desert, June 28, and again July 2. Mr. 
Bailey shot an immature specimen near the reservoir at Furnace 
Creek, Death Valley, June 19. . Its stomach contained two carp about 
5 inches long. At Keeler, in Owens Valley, one was observed near a 
small fresh-water pond not far from the lake, June 26. At Walker 
Basin several were seen flying over toward their feeding grounds, and 
one was observed at the edge of a slough July 13-16. 

At Bakersfield, in the San Joaquin Valley, the species was common 
July 17-20, and at Morro Bay, on the coast, in November. 

Grus canadensis. Little Brown Crane. 

A little brown crane was seen for several days around the fields and 
marshes at Ash Meadows, Nevada, and finally was secured March 10. 
It was a female, and proved to be very good eating. The stomach con- 
tained small bulbous rootlets, foliage of young plants, and a quantity 
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of barley, which it had picked up from the place where the horses had 
been fed. 

NotxE.—Mr. Nelson saw four birds at Lone Pine, in Owens Valley, 
December, 1890, which he thought were whooping cranes, and saw a 
flock of povonvoen sand-hill cranes at the Bend of the Giler ado in 
March. In both cases the birds were too far off for positive identifi- 
cation, and as the region is out of the known range of the former spe- 
cies, itis probabie th at some other large bird was mistaken for it. 
Rallus virginianus. Virginia Rail. 

Mr. Nelson reported the species as common at Saratoga Springs in 
Death Valley, where Mr, Bailey caught a specimen in a trap February 3. 
One was seen at Ash Meadows, Nevaila, about the middle of March, 
and the species was not uncommon at Lone Pinein Owens Valley, where 
two were secured June 7-10. Mr. Nelson saw one at the head of Morro 
Bay, Calif.,in November. Dr. Merriam frequently heard a rail among 

the tules and reeds in Pahranagat Valley, Nevada, May 26, but was un- 
able to say whether it was this species or the sora. 


Kecord of specimens collected of Rallus virginianus. 


Col- | 
lector’s| Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 


No. 
Peery" Death Valley, Calif...........| Feb. 8, 1891| V. Bailey .........| Saratoga Springs. 
310 | of juv-| Owens Valley, Calif.....-.-.-. June 7, 1891 | Ack. Fisher....-< Lone Pine. 
B26_| of Juv.) .--——- UGE Sais Bey as Se J unel0, Deed Ne rs SlOSs yom eel Do. 


Porzana carolina. Sora. 

A sora rail was seen at Ash Meadows, Nevada, March 10; one at 
Grapevine Spring, California, the first part of April; and another at 
Little Owens Lake, early in May. No others were seen. 


Fulica americana. Coot. 

Coots were common at a number of places where tule marshes occurred. 
A number were seen in the Mohave Desert, along the edge of the Mo- 
have River at Victor, early in January. In Death Valley it was found 
common at Saratoga Springs about February 1, and again in the lat- 
ter part of April. At Ash Meadows, Nevada, it was common during 
the first three weeks in March, and a few were seen in Vegas Wash, 
early in the month. In Owens Valley, Mr. Stephens found it common 
at Little Owens Lake, May 6-11, and at Ash Creek, on the southwestern 
side of Owens Lake, the first of June. At Lone Pine it was common 
on the lakes in December, 1890, and at a lake south of the same place, 
August 23,1891. <A pair with their young was seenin a small pond, 
June 5. In Nevada, Dr. Merriam observed the species in the marshes 
in Vegas Wash, May 2; in the valley of the Muddy, May 6; and in 
Pahranagat Valley, May 24. At the west end of the Mohave Desert, 
in California, Mr. Palmer found coots common on Elizabeth Lake, July 
2, and saw several on Crane Lake and on ponds near Gorman Station, 
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June 29. Mr. Bailey found it numerous in fresh-water ponds at Mon- 
terey. 

Several were seen at Soda Springs or Kern River Lakes, in the Sierra 
Nevada, September 7. Mr. Nelson found it abundant in the lakes and 
along the streams in the San Joaquin Valley, October 5-27, and along 
the coast. At San Simeon, he saw a group sunning themselves on a 
strip of sandy beach just above the reach of the incoming rollers. 


Phalaropus tricolor. Wilson’s Phalarope. 

Mr. Bailey shot an adult male near the overflow of a ditch in the alfalfa 
field at Furnace Creek ranch, Death Valley, June 19, and Mr. Stephens 
secured two at Alvord, in Owens Valley, June 27. 


Record of specimens collected of Phalaropus tricolor, 


lector’s Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
¢ | Death Valley, Ualif........... June 19, 1891} V. Bailey.-...---.- Furnace Creek. 
122) o& | Owens Valley, Calif......-.-. June 27, 1891 | F. Stephens...... Alvord. 
IPB ved CRLOrsoreetaersiee i as Sel pe wee =i FD KO ey Seas Miya sd Do. 


Recurvirostra americana. Avocet. 

Avocets were found in a few places both east and west of the Sierra 
Nevada. A flock of eighteen was seen at Ash Meadows, Nevada, March 
15, and most of them secured. Mr. Stephens saw a small flock at 
Little Owens Lake, California, May 6-11, and the writer saw seven 
standing at the edge of a bar in Kern River, below Kernville, Calif., 
July 13. Mr. Nelson found it sparingly about the lakes at Lone Pine, 
in December, 1890; at Buena Vista Lake, in the San Joaquin Valley, in 
October; saw one individual at the head of Owens Valley in July; and 
afew at Morro Bay in November. Dr. Merriam saw a dozen or more 
at the northwestern end of Owens Lake, June 19. 


Himantopus mexicanus. Black-necked Stilt. 

Near the west end of the Mohave Desert, in California, Mr. Palmer 
saw sixteen black-necked stilts at Elizabeth Lake, July 2, and three 
at Castac Lake, July 10. No others were seen during the entire season. 
Gallinago delicata. Wilson’s Snipe. 

Wilson’s snipe were seen in a few localities, both in California and 
Nevada. 

Mr. Nelson saw several in marshy spots near Owens River at Lone 
Pine, Calif., until the latter part of December, 1890, when a fall in 
temperature drove them away. Mr. Stephens saw one at Grapevine 
Spring, California, April 1; a number at Little Owens Lake, May 
6-11; and one at Furnace Creek, Death Valley, April 11. 

Mr. Bailey flushed one at. Resting Springs, California, February 16, 
and Mr. Nelson saw several near Cottonwood Spring at the east foot of 
the Charleston Mountains early in March. At Ash Meadows, Nevada, 
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a number were seen and one killed March 16. Mr. Nelson saw one at 
the head of the Canada de las Uvas and another at Buena Vista Lake, 
California, in October, and found the species not common, but generally 
distributed along the coast marshes between San Simeon and Carpen- 
teria in November and December. 

Tringa minutilla. Least Sandpiper. 

Least sandpipers were seen in afew places only. Mr. Nelson reported 
the species as common on the shores of Owens Lake in December, 1890, 
and along the coast from San Simeon to OCarpenteria the following 
autumn. ‘Two small flocks were seen about an alkaline pond at Hot 
Springs in Panamint Valley, and a specimen was secured April 22. 
Near Bakersfield one was flushed from an old irrigating ditch July 19, 
and Mr. Nelson saw several near a small pond on the east side of Mount 
Pinos, in the latter part of October. 


Ereunetes occidentalis. Western Sandpiper. 

The western sandpiper was seen in a few localities only. Dr. Merriam 
Shot a specimen out of a flock of four in the Virgin Valley, Nevada, 
just below the mouth of the Muddy, May 6, and Mr. Stephens found 
the species rather common along the shore of Little Owens Lake, Cali- 
fornia, May 6-11. The writer found several in company with snowy 
plovers, at Keeler, on the shore of Owens Lake the 1st of June. Mr, 
Nelson reported it as common along the shores of Morro Bay in Novem- 
ber. ; 

Calidris arenaria. Sanderling. 

Mr. Bailey secured a specimen of this wader at Monterey, Calif., 
October 3. 

Limosa fedoa. Marbled Godwit. 

Mr. Nelson reported this godwit as common at Morro Bay, on the 
coast of California, in November. 
Totanus melanoleucus. Greater Yellow-legs. 

Mr. Nelson reported several small parties of greater yellow-legs about 
the ponds at Lone Pine, Calif, in December, 1890, and found the spe- 
cies common at Morro Bay the following November. 

Symphemia semipalmata inornata.. Western Willet. 


Mr. Nelson found the willet common at Morro Bay, Calif., in No- 
vember. 


Heteractitis incanus. Wandering Tattler.. 

The wandering tattler was common at Monterey, where Mr. Bailey 
secured a specimen October 3. 
Actitis macularia. Spotted Sandpiper. 

This species was not rare wear the permanent streams. Dr. Merriam 
found it along several of the water courses in the southern part of the 
Great Basin, where two were found at the Great Bend of the Colorado 
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River in Nevada, May 4; several along Beaverdam Creek, northwest- 
ern Arizona, May 10; many in Pahranagat Valley, Nevada (where the 
species was breeding), May 24; and one in Oasis Valley, Nevada, June 1. 

Mr. Nelson saw a single individual on Willow Creek Caifion, in the 
Panamint Mountains, May 22; and observed the species at the head of 
Owens River and on the western slope of the Sierra Nevada, but found 
it nowherecommon. Mr. Belding saw it at Mirror Lake,in the Yosemite 
Valley. The writer saw it along Kern River, near Kernville, July 11- 
12, and at Soda Springs or Kern River Lakes September 5. Mr. Bailey 
found it common around the fresh-water pools at Monterey early in 
October. 

Numenius longirostris. Long-billed Curlew. . 

Mr. Nelson saw four sickle-billed curlews on the shore of Owens Lake 
December 27, and subsequently Mr. Bailey saw a flock of about a dozen. 
Mr. Stephens observed one near Ash Creek, on the same lake, the last 
of May. 

Numenius hudsonicus, Hudsonian Curlew. 

In California Mr. Nelson found the hudsonian curlew at Buena Vista 
Lake in the San Joaquin Valley in October, and found it common at 
Morro Bay in November. 


Charadrius squatarola. Black-bellied Plover. 

The only record of the black-bellied ployer was a male secured by Mr. 
Bailey at Monterey, Calif., October 3. 
4Hgialitis vocifera. Killdeer Plover. 

The killdeer plover is the commonest wader in the desert regions 
and occurs wherever there is water enough to form marshy places in 
the vicinity of streams or springs. Dr. Merriam found it particularly 
abundant at Hot Springs, in Panamint Valley, Calif, April 20-25; at 
the junction of Beaverdam Creek with the Virgin River, Arizona, May 
9; along the Santa Clara River near its junction with the same river, 
in southwestern Utah, May 11-15; at Willow Spring, in the western 
part of the Mohave Desert, June 26; at Owens Lake, June 19, and in 
Kern Valley, California, June 22. In Nevada he found it also, though 
in less abundance, at Vegas Spring, May 1; at the Bend of the Colo- 
rado River, May 4; at Bunkerville, in the Virgin Valley, May 8; in 
Pahranagat Valley and at Pahranagat Lake, May 22-26; 

The writer first observed it at Furnace Creek ranch , Death Valley, 
in the latter part of January, where it was noisy on moonlight nights; 
Dr, Merriam observed it at the same place about the middle of April; 
and Mr. Bailey and the writer found it not uncommon on their last 
trip to the Valley, June 19-22. One was seen by the latter observer 
at Resting Springs, California, February 16, and a number at Ash 
Meadows, Nevada, during the first three weeks of March, Mr. Nelson 
Saw a few solitary individuals about the ranch in Pahrump Valley, 
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February 12-28; also at the ranch in Vegas Valley, and thence down 
the Vegas Wash as far as water occurred, March 3-16. In Owens Val- 
ley the same observer found it sparingly distributed: along Owens 
River and on the shore of Owens Lake in December, 1890, and the 
writer found it not uncommon in the same valley, both at Keeler and 
Lone Pine, June 3-15. In other parts of the valley Mr. Stephens found 
it at Little Owens Lake, May 6-11; Haway Meadows, May 12-14; 
Olancha, May 16-23; Ash Creek, May 30 to June 3; Alvord, June 26-28; 
Bishop, June 30 to July 1; Morans, July 4-7; and at Benton, July 9-10. 
He also found it rather common in Oasis Valley, Nevada, March 15-19; 
and at Grapevine Spring, California, April 1-4. In the Sierra Nevada 
_ Mr. Nelson found the killdeer at the head of Owens River up to an 
altitude of 2,440 meters (8,000 feet), and on the western slope from the 
San Joaquin Valley up into the Yosemite as high as 1,220 meters 
(4,000 feet); Mr. Stephens found it common at Menache Meadows, May 
24-26; and Mr. Dutcher saw one on Big Cottonwood Creek about half 
a mile below his meteorological camp, September 11. Near the west end 
of the Mohave Desert Mr. Palmer saw the species at Elizabeth Lake, 
July 2,and near Crane Lake, June 29. The writer saw killdeers on the 
eastern slope of Walker Pass, July 1, and Mr. Bailey on the western 
Slope the following day. Several were seen at the South Fork of Kern 
River, July 3-10; at Kernville, July 11-13; at Walker Basin, July 
13-16; and at Bakersfield, in the San Joaquin Valley, July 17-20. At 
Three Rivers, California, in the western foothills of the Sierra, the 
killdeer plover was common July 25-30, and on the return trip Sep- 
tember 14-17. 

Mr. Bailey found it common at Monterey, Oalif., September 28 to 
October 9; and Mr. Nelson reported it as common and generally distrib- 
uted in the San Joaquin Valley, about San Luis Obispo, and along 
the coast from San Simeon to Carpenteria and Santa Paula, in Novem- 
ber and December. 


Record of specimens collected of Afgialitis vocifera. 


Col- 
lector’s | Sex. Locality. © Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
122 Q Ash Meadows, Nev ........---. Mar. 10,1890) A. K. Fisher .....- 
& | Death Valley, Calif............. June 19,1891} V. Bailey ......... Furnace Creek. 


Sle ee | eee ee ee 
figialitis nivosa. Snowy Plover. 

This handsome little plover was observed by the writer on the shores 
of Owens Lake, near Keeler, May 30 to June 4, where it was common 
in small flocks of five or ten on the alkaline flats which border the 
lake. Like most other birds in the vicinity, it fed extensively, if not 
exclusively, on a species of small fly (Lphydra hians Say), which was 
found in immense masses near the edge of the lake. Many of these 
Swarms of flies were four or five layers deep and covered an area of 15 
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or 20 square feet. Some idea can be formed of the inexhaustible sup- 
ply of food which this insect furnishes for birds when it is known that 
colonies of equal size occurred at close intervals in suitable localities all 
around the lake, which has a shore line of between 40 and 50 miles. 

The species was evidently breeding at the time, but no eggs or young 
were found. The birds were tame and unsuspicious, and allowed a 
person to approach within a few yards before taking wing, and if not 
too closely pressed would run along ahead of the observer. As Mr. 
Nelson found the species at this same place December 27, 1899, it is 
undoubtedly a resident in Owens Valley. 

Mr. Bailey found this plover numerous on the beach at Monterey, 
Calif., September 28 to October 9. 


Lecord of specimens collected of Aigialitis nivosa. 


Col- 
lector’s | Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks, 
No. 
276 o | Keeler, Inyo County, Calif..--. June 1,1891 | A. K. Fisher ..... 
277 ote Maem ee GG memes Son sa Nate od ers Sie I, Ce eee IE Oe nec ee 
278 fopuee meee Oe tren ene ee Sle CUOpS vias oat COS emote eee 


4Hgialitis montana. Mountain Plover. 

According to Mr. Nelson, mountain plovers were common in flocks 
in October at several places on the open grassy plains in the San Joa- 
quin Valley, Calif. 


Oreortyx pictus plumiferus. Plumed Quail. 


The known range of the mountain quail was considerably extended 
by the fieldwork of the expedition. In Cajon Pass, in the San Ber- 
nardino Mountains, a small band was seen and an individual secured 
January 2. In the Panamint Mountains a feather was found in John- 
son Cation, and a pair or so of the birds seen April6. The Indians, as well 
as some of the inhabitants of Panamint, knew the bird well, and stated 
thatitwas common in many parts of themountains. Dr. Merriam and Mr. 
Bailey saw it among the junipers on the north slope of Telescope Peak, 
April 17-19, and Mr. Nelson found it a common breeding species among 
the pions on Willow Creek, Mill Creek, and in Cottonwood Cation, in 
the more northern part of the range. Death Valley, with the barren, 
treeless range immediately to the east, prevents the extension of the 
Species in that direction as effectually as it does the valley quail. In 
the Argus Range the plumed quail wascommon. Mr. W.C. Burnett Saw 
a pair at the summit of Shepherd Cation, and above Maturango Spring 
themales were heard throughout the day uttering their not unpleasant 
call notes, At Searl’s garden, which is near the southern end of this 
range, Mr. Stephens heard that they came down into the garden in 
Summer. In the Coso Mountains the Species was still more common 
among the pitions, where several Specimens were secured during the 
latter half of May. Inthe Inyo Range it was reported as not uncommon 
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at Cerro Gordo, and Mr. Nelson found it common among the nut pines 
along Waucoba Creek the last of June. On Mount Magruder, Nevada, 
Dr. Merriam found it common and breeding June 4-9. On this mount- 
ain the plumed quails were distributed in pairs, a pair occupying the 
chaparral on each hillside among the pinons. 

In the Sierra Nevada Mr. Stephens heard them west of Little Owens 
Lake, May 6-11; at Menache Meadows at an altitude of 3,050 meters 
(10,000 feet), May 24-26; at Independence Creek, where young were 
seen near the mouth of the cation, June 18-23; and at Bishop Creek 
August 4-10. Mr. Nelson found the mountain quail common at the 
head of Owens River and on the headwaters of the San Joaquin River 
on the opposite slope. On the western slope of Walker Pass we found 
it common among the chaparral in the cations, where it was associated 
more or less with the valley quail, which was abundant there. At 
Walker Basin a flock was seen on the hillside above the valley on July 
14. In the Sierra Liebre Dr. Merriam saw one near Alamo ranch 
June 30, and Mr. Palmer found it common on Frazier Mountain, where 
half-grown young were found July 9. In the southern Sierra Nevada 
it was common in the Sequoia National Park, and especially near the 
openings, and coveys of halfgrown young were seen every day during 
the first weekin August. It was common also at Horse Corral Mead- 
ows August 9-13. <A flock was seen at Big Cottonwood Meadows 
August 26, and another at Round Valley, 12 miles south of Mount 
Whitney, August 28. At the latter place birds were running about 
among the bare rocks above timber line. At Soda Springs, or Kern 
River Lakes, small flocks were seen and several individuals taken 
September 3. A number were observed around Mineral King the 
first part of August, and again in September. In the coast ranges Mr. 
Nelson fourfd the plumed quail common near La Panza the last of 
October, and in the mountains back of San Simeon in November. 


Record of specimens collected of Oreortyx pictus plumiferus. 


> 


Col- 
lector’s| Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. ~ 
No. 
17 | sad. | Cajon Pass, Calite. ..2 222 3:4.22- | Jan. 2,1891..| A. K. Fisher. 
2 Panamint Mountains, Calif . Es rales 1891.| KE. ee es 
So eae GORE Se Silat alee Sere a caetas comical OF fret ate 0. 
Ce |esrostee UNO, SOA Go a AGG AS May 17, 1891. Do. 
rol “ RG nar Be hey SERRA Te eee May 21,1891. Do. 
234 | of Arg us hanes, Oalt o-20-- a. May 13, 1891.) A. K. Fisher. 
247 | oF Coso Mountains, Waits 3 ane ee May 23, 1891. Do. 
BOORIEG Nl) iasesecs - Venere etsse sare een veo May a 1891. Do. 
TH (MLO ROM: GE Ae CP natersip ||. aby: Weenie Do. 
361 | Sw juv.| Walker nace Clit ness eel J ye 3 1891 Do 
362 | dO juv.|- eae yo eae ace ae er pee a lb ent hip PB mes Do. 
of Soda Springs, Kern River, Calif . eae. 19,1891. Y. Bailey. 


Callipepla californica. California Quail. 

The only places from which the typical California quail was recorded 
are Monterey and Boulder Creek on the coast of California, where Mr. 
Bailey found it common during the first part of October. 
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Callipepla californica vallicola. Valley Quail. 

The valley quail was found abundantly in many places, and its east- 
ern range in southern California was carefully and definitely mapped. 
As might be expected, it was found at every point west of the Sierra Ne- 
vada visited by members of the expedition. ‘To the east of this range, 
aud the ranges forming its southern continuation, the species was com- 
mon out to the edge of the Mohave Desert and Salt Wells Valley, and all 
through Owens Valley as far north at least as Benton, where both Mr. 
Nelson and Mr. Stephens found it. It was common along the western 
base of the White Mountains and in the Inyo, Coso, Argus, and Pana- 
mint mountains. In the latter range its eastern distribution ends— 
Death Valley, with the barren, treeless mountains beyond forming a 
complete barrier to its further extension. The valley quail was not 
found in the Grapevine Mountains, in Panamint or Saline valleys, or in 
the Mohave Desert proper, though around the edges of this desert it was 
seen on the south at the summit of Cajon Pass, on the north at Lone 
Willow and Leach Point springs, and on the west at Willow Spring 
and Antelope Valley. The easternmost limits of its range are the San 
Bernardino Mountains on the south side of the Mohave Desert, and 
Leach Point Spring on the north side. The latter locality is only a 
short distance west of the extreme south eud of Death Valley. Here 
Dr. Merriam shot specimens April 25. 

In the Panamint range it was common in Johnson and Surprise 
Canons, and Mr. Nelson found it in Cottonwood, Mill Creek, and Wil- 
low Creek canons. 

In the Argus Range this quail was common in Shepherd Canon, at 
Maturango Spring and at other places visited. Inthe Coso Mountains 
it was found to range from the lowest part of the valley up through the 
canons to the tops of the high peaks, where it was quite closely 
associated with the mountain quail (Oreortyx) during the breeding sea- 
son. In the Inyo Mountains, Mr. Nelson found it on the east Slope at 
Hunter’s arastra and Waucoba Creek, and along the west Slope up to 
the pinons. At Lone Pine, in Owens Valley, young, just able to fly, 
were seen June 4-15, and at Walker Pass, flocks containing a hundred 
or more on July 1-2. These flocks were composed of several families, 
as they contained from ten to fifteen adults and young that varied in 
size from those just hatched up to half-grown birds. At the west 
slope of Walker Pass, the valley quail was again found ranging above 
the lower limit of the mountain quail. At Three Rivers, in the west- 
ern foothills of the Sierra Nevada, these quails, both adult and youn = 
were found in the oaks feeding on the young acorns J uly 25-30. 

Throughout the San Joaquin Valley, Mr. Nelson found it common 
about ranches, along water courses or near Springs. It was excessively 
abundant at some of the springs in the hills about the Temploa Moun- 
tains and Carrizo Plain. In the week following the expiration of the 
close season, two men, pot-huuting for the market, were reported to 
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have killed 8,400 quail at a solitary spring in the Temploa Moun- 
tains. The men built a brush blind near the spring, which was the 
only water within a distance of 20 miles, and as evening approached 
the quails came to it by thousands. One of Mr. Nelson’s informants 
who saw the birds at this place stated that the ground all about the 
water was covered by a compact body of quails, so that the hunters 
mowed them down by the score at every discharge. The species was 
common along the coast from San Simeon to Carpenteria and Santa 
Paula, in November and December. 


Record of specimens collected of Callipepla californica vallicola. 


Col- 
leceer Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
10 
LGU eteee, || Cavan seass,e@aliin =. ss. een | Jan, 11,1891) A.K. Fisher....-. 
65 | 2 Lone Willow Spring, Calif ----- dbcnbiy alt aicwnk Ils Pees e Soe eee 
Or ee | scoot Ort SE a Bie eae Ee De Jan. 17,1891 E. W. Nelson ..--. 
140 | Panamint Mountains, Calif ....' Mar. 26,1891 | A. K. Fisher .....- Johnson Cation. 
ae tulle OU aye Cae A et eyo hes eases Apr. 19,1891 | EK. W. Nelson ...-. Surprise Canon, 
Spe ee CO es BMS Seis mim iter My RE ae UO yaese eters eee CLs ere seeetapen is meres Do. 
OWLNa |: sss 2 WE ome stele ee JunG. 13,189) 228 Ov oe eso peey 
rot Argus Range, Calif ....-.--.--. SGI ae SOL. ||. Vesaten an Wee ean at Shepherd Caiion. 
Ge wiltsak: 4 ClO SN Sco sere eens Beas we clret (OF Oates SEO re ite = Sete asin Do, 
ia Geen "Mesa (tees <a peace nfo ee Apu. 27,1891 | A. K. Fisher ....-- Do. 
244| Coso Mountains, Calif...--..... ‘May 21 LEQT We dois seat oe si 
2G eB eee Ci Tree Pace en eet a SLO(h eee eeen gestae a tee 
juv.| Inyo Mountains, Calif ....----- July 1, 1891 He "W.. Nelson-..... 
72 | & juv.| Owens Lake, Calif..--.-........ | June x 1891 | F. Stephens.....-- 
357 | 2 juv.| Walker Pass, Calif........-..+.| July 1, 1891 | A, K. Fisher....-- 
SOS! || chalk Ve|c<ns <5 COS Cas tren ae ee ea PTA rh ie taal SNe) eee ee 
309) | O-juy.|-2-s.- ATO. saan erst oot re 10.4 -2525 a2 See Corts ee Se 
376 | Q juy. reas iver, (OE Ab ok se Ee ails 3 | July TRISH Dale 3 rey CO Ne ee are South Fork. 
SAP || soe abbey ces Re OK eats cry ea Gee ate mee, Cigua-eyen alow OF pte e Gace 
404] ~ im Three R EVE TSS ac aiid e neers care nate | a uly 28, 1891 GOssS8 ce eee 


Callipepla gambeli. Gambel’s Quail. 


Gambel’s quail is essentially a desert bird, though rarely found at any 
great distance from water. It was first observed in winter by our party 
at Furnace Creek, in Death Valley, where it was reported to have been 
introduced by the Borax Company from Resting Springs. A few young 
were seen here June 19-21 by Mr. Bailey and the writer, and a female 
shot for a specimen had an egg in the lower part of the oviduct. At 
Resting Springs, California, which is in the Amargosa Valley, it was ex- 

-cessively abundantin February and furnished considerable food for the 
party. Itwas so common among the mesquite and other brush that steel 
traps set for diurnal mammals were often sprung by it, and in a few in- 
stances quail were found in traps set in pouched gopher holes. A. few 
were seen at Ash Meadows, Nevada, in March. Attheranchin Pahrump 
Valley, Nevada, it was fully as abundant as at Resting Springs and was 
considered a great nuisance by the proprietor of the place, owing to the 
damage it does to the crops. Mr. Nelson, who was alone in camp for 
several days in this locality, gives the following notes on its habits: 
‘‘T noticed that when a flock of quail came to feed.on grain left by the 
horses, an old male usually mounted the top of a tall bush close by and 
remained on guard for ten or fifteen minutes, then, if everything was 
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quiet, he would fly down among his companions. At the first alarm 
the flock would take to the bushes, running swiftly, or flying when hard 
pressed. They roosted in the dense bunches of willows and cotton- 
woods growing along the ditches. As arale the birds walked under 
the roosting place and flew up one or two at a time into the tree or 
bush, though sometimes they flew into the tree from a distance. When 
feeding they have a series of low clucking and cooing notes which are 
kept up almost continually.” . 

Dr. Merriam found Gambel’s quail abundant below Mountain Spring, 
in the southern part of the Charleston Mountains, Nevada, April 29-30, 
and shot several at Upper Cottonwood Springs, at the east base of the 
same mountains, April 30. He contributes the following notes concern- 
ing its presence in eastern Nevada, northwestern Arizona, and south- 
western Utah: In Nevada it was common at the Great Bend of the 
Colorado, May 4, where several sprung traps set for small mammals; 
in the Valley of the Virgin and Lower Muddy it was not only abundant 
but so unwary that it ran along in front of the horses in considerable 
numbers, early in May; it was tolerably common in the southern part. 
of Pahranagat Valley, May 22-26, but shy and difficult of approach. 
At the mouth of Beaverdam Creek, northwestern Arizona, and thence 
up over the Beaverdam Mountains, Utah, it was exceedingly abundant 
as it was also in the Santa Clara Valley, Utah, May 11-15, and a few 
were found as far north as the Upper Santa Clara Crossing. The spe- 
cies is said to reach Shoal Creek at the south end of the Escalante 
Desert occasionally, but is rare there. 


Record of specimens collected of Callipepla gambeli. 


Col- 
ee Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
0. 
721 oh Death Valley, Calif..-....-..... Jan. 24,1891] A. K. Fisher ..... | Furnace Creek. 
etree | WSeseato COs are days ca oes 5 set leans SoU ates |e fee ChOmeeree tenet ee Do. 
i al VSS eee ee Cited eee Sumas CEs PULOE) Se cer | eee Osage ate ont Do. 
as ES leek Boe cs) Peni See Pe Ae NE ee oon Kama el see eee (11a, Cart fel Do. 
et aoe Skt Pu ates Seed toc, on Sie ola June 19,1891 | V. Bailey .....-.-.. Do. 
ID Wess 22 278 ile ig Bakar e oad S Stren nee Oe Sr: ees ere GOST. Poet ae. cemts Do. 
102 | gad.) Resting Springs, Calif.......... Feb. 8,1891| A. K. Fisher ..... 
aM) copevi else oe ae DOF ape tg Pe Ue ete Se eae Gon ep scile vere Cin eeee see 2 2 = 
ee Pahrump Valley, Nev.......... Feb. 15,1891 | T.S. Palmer ...... 
28 | Ash Meadows, Nev ..-...-....... Mar. 4, 1891 | F. Stephens ...... 


Dendragapus obscurus fuliginosus. Sooty Grouse. 


The Sooty Grouse was nowhere common, and the only ones seen out- 
side of the Sierra Nevada were one by Mr. Nelson in the upper part 
of the White Mountains, in July, and ‘a pair by Mr. Stephens at the 
Queen mill, Nevada, in the same mountains, July 11-16. 

On the eastern slope of the Sierra, one was seen by Mr. Stephens 
at Menache Meadows, the latter part of May; another on Independ- 
ence Creek about the same time; one adult and two broods, at Bishop 
Creek, August 4-10; and it was found Sparingly at the head of 
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Owens River, in the latter part of July. In the Sequoia National Park 
_a few were seen both at the saw mill and at Halsted Meadows. At 
Horse Corral Meadows a flock of ten or fifteen was seen and two secured, 
August 11. Several were seen in Kings River Cafion about the mead- 
ows, August 13-16; at Big Cottonwood Meadows throughout the sum- 
mer; and grouse were not uncommon near timber line, at Mineral King 
and vicinity, during August and first half of September. Mr, Nelson 
found a few about the summit of Mount Pinos in October. 


tecord of specimens collected of Dendragapus obscurus fuliginosus. 


Col- 
lector’s| Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
146 | 9 juv.| Sierra Nevada Calif -.......-.-. Aug. i, 1891 | F. Stephens....- Bishop Creek. 
JY, || em tras Rees CLG oes nes cae se ae ele adopt eee fede ae Cl (Oe teaiors |Papatenete Gp Sanne e+ » De: 
UGQ) |) sso eS Se (Chobe ee a egecr ne een oer eee Aug. 9, SOG Sacre ko sea aeere Do. 
2318 | OG eal oe (CO EE ere R thet NS le heal Sl OD eee (LENE eae ao Do. 
GON ioweaids |e ae oe (hos 5S Ai ee en ee Aug. 23, 1891 |... --- CLO see ects Olancha Peak. 
HOM eters |e re. GRAN eg oes ME Jal Pre aioe July 6, 1891) B. H. Dutcher ..| Big Cottonwood 
| Meadows. 


Centrocercus urophasianus. Sage Grouse. 

On Mount Magruder, on the Nevada side of the boundary line between 
California and Nevada, many piles of sage hens’ excrement were found 
among sage brush on the main peak, by Dr. Merriam and Mr. Bailey. 
They were told by a prospector that sage hens used to be common on 
the mountain, but are very scarce now, having been killed off a few 
winters ago by unusually deep snow. At the head of Owens River, on 
the eastern slope of the Sierra Nevada, Mr. Nelson found this bird 
ranging in among the lower border of the pines (Pinus jeffreyt,) where he 
saw numerous tracks. Near Mammoth Pass also he found it common 
among the sage brush at about 2,450 meters (8,000 feet) altitude. The 
same observer stated that the sage hen was a common species in the 
northern half of the White Mountains up to 3,050 meters (10,000 feet) 
altitude, where he killed a half-grown bird from a large covey. Mr. 
Stephens learned from the miners at the Queen mine, Nevada, that this 
grouse occurred in the gulches around the mines. 

Columba fasciata. Band-tailed Pigeon. 

At Three Rivers, in the western foothills of the Sierra Nevada, Cali- 
fornia, Mr. Palmer saw three band-tailed pigeons among the oaks the 
last of July, and the species was reported to be quite common in the 
barley stubble of a neighboring ranch. Mr. Nelson found it common 
among the oaks in the Tehachapi and Temploa mountains, and saw a 
few about San Luis Obispo durmg the last of October. Along the 
route from San Simeon to Carpenteria it was abundant among the oaks 
in November. Flocks of from 10 to a 100 were feeding on the berries 
of Arbutus menziesii as well as upon acorns. He saw a few flocks be- 
tween Carpenteria and Santa Paula during the last part of December. 
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Zenaidura macroura. Mourning Dove. 

After the spring migration set in, the mourning dove was a common 
species all through the desert region wherever water occurred. There 
was no bird that indicated the close proximity of water with more cer- 
tainty than the dove, and wherever it was found congregated in any 
numbers water was confidently looked for. The three following records 
are the only ones which indicate its presence in the region during the 
winter: Two were seen drinking from a stream at San Bernardino, 
Calif., December 28, 1890; one was seen near the roadside at Lone Pine 
in the same month, and a single individual was found at Furnace Creek 
in Death Valley, the latter part of January. Migrants were first ob- 
served at the last-mentioned place April 9-12, and at Hot Springs, in 
Panamint Valley, April 21. At Lone Willow Spring Dr. Merriam saw 
several April 24, and at Leach Point Spring he observed large num- 
bers as they came to the water to drink, and fifteen were secured for food 
_the evening of April 25. In Amargosa Cafion and at Resting Springs 
they were seen April 27. Mr. Nelson found it exceedingly abundant 
in the vieinity of springs and streams in the Panamint and Grapevine 
mountains, where it ranged wellup among the pinons. He found them 
more sparingly at the head of Owens River, in the Sierra Nevada, on 
both slopes of the Inyo Mountains, and up to the pifions in the White 
Mountains. They were nesting in various situations, some on the 
ground sheltered by a bush, others on horizontal branches of cotton- 
woods, willows, or pitions, and one he found in a small cup-shaped de- 
pression. on the top of a tall granite boulder 6 feet from the ground. 
Doves were very common in the Argus Range in Shepherd Cafion and 
at Maturango Spring, where they filled invery nicely the shortcomings 
of the mess. n the Coso Mountains the species was just as abundant 
and occurred up through the cafions to*the summit of the range. 

Dr. Merriam contributes the following records for eastern Nevada, 
northwest Arizona, and southwest Utah: In the Charleston Mountains, 
Nevada, it was seen both at Mountain Spring, and at the Upper Cotton- 
wood Springs at the east foot of the mountains, April 30; at Vegas ranch, 
May 1; abundant in Vegas Wash and at the Bend of the Colorado, 
May 2-4; in the valley of the Muddy and Virgin it was common May 
7-8; in the Juniper Mountains dozens came to Sheep Spring to drink, 
the evening of May 18; at Pahroec Spring it was very abundant May 
20-22; in Pahranagat Valley it was common and unusually tame May - 
22-26; at Quartz Spring, on the western slope of the Desert Mountains, 
it fae swarmed on the evening of May 22, there being no other water 
for many milesin any direction; in Oasis Valley it was abundant June 
1, feeding on seeds of the bunch grass (Oryzopsis cuspidata), and was 
common on Mount Magruder June4-9. At the mouth of Beaverdam 
Creek in northwestern Arjzona doves were excessively abundant May 
9-10, and were common throughout the juniper belt of the Beaverdam 


Mountains, Utah, May 10-11. In the Santa Clara Valley, Utah, they: 
were likewise abandon May 11-15, 
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————— F&A California Vulture. ae a ee 
Tue following letter from Archibald Campbell to San — 
_ Diego (Cal.) Sun, from Laguna, on the border of the 
‘desert, seems to refer to the California vulture, of which 
latelv we are hearing more and more, The letter is |. 
dated Aug. 1, and says among other things: | 

“To-day as Henry EK. Clark was riding near the laguna 
he noticed a large bird among some carrion crows, eating 
at asteer which had died from a rattlesnake bite. It 
' flew up into a tree, where he shot it with a rifle, and the 

shot broke its thigh. It then flew away among some 

‘rocks, when he threw his riata over it and caught it, and 

it tried to get away and it nearly unhorsed him. He 

gave it another shot through the wing and disabled it. 

He brought it home and it measured 9ft. 8in. across the 

wings and 4ft. 44in. long from the beak to the end of 
its tail. Valentine; the captain of the Indians, says it is a 
female and not near so large as the males. The males 

‘have the under part snow white, while this is pretty 

‘dark. I think it is the California vulture, which 

‘approaches the condor in size and has wings even longer 
=Jin proportion. Last Sunday, as a party of us were out on 
the high peaks overlooking the desert, three of the birds 
| kept circling around overhead, and now and again by 
i far the biggest of the birds would swoop down suddenly 
toward us and make such ugly demonstrations that the 
ladies got scared and we all left on that aecount. I think 
their young were in the clifis above us and they wanted 
> to scare us away. The biggest was whiter underneath | 

| than the other two, and I think that it was one of the 
|smaller birds that was shot. Mrs. Wiegar from San 
) Diego, who was up here on a visit, skinned the bird, and 
») on her return will take it with her and put it on exhibtion — 
| at the Chamber of Commerce. They are very rare here | 

| 


\ 


- 


now. Valentine says they used to be very numerous here 
; when he was young. Two years ago we used to see a 
| Solitary vulture every now and again, but he disappeared, 
| and now these three are to be seen near the same place. | 
| This one, I think, could have easily carried. off a spotted | 
_ fawn, a young calf ora baby.” 


‘| In the report on the ornithology of the Death Valley ex- 
| pedition for 1891, Dr. A. K. Fisher reported this bird as 
AF moderately abundant in certain localities west of the | 
| Sierra Nevadas in California. Dr. Palmer reported it 
J from Frazier Mountain and near the Tejor ranch, Dr. * 

| Fisher and Mr. Bailey saw one near Walker’s Basin in the a 

: San Joaquin Valley and at San Emiglio, and near there ; 

Mr. Nelson found it quite common in October. The same 
ai gentleman found it common along the coast near San 

| Simeon and in the Santa Yiiez Mountains. 

It is said that not long agoa Mr. W. A. Burris killed 
one of these birds near Sargent’s, San Benito county, 
ae California, with a charge of No. 9shot. The specimen, 
which weighed 25lbs. and measured 9ift. in extent of - 
| wings, was preserved, and is now in the collection of the 
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In Owens Valley, California, the species was abundant from one end 
to the other. At Lone Pine, during the first part of June, quantities of 
nests, one of which contained three young, were found in the willow 
and cottonwood groves. During the last trip to Death Valley, Mr. 
Bailey and the writer found it common in the Panamint Mountains, 
and saw four at Furnace Creek June 19-21. 

In the Sierra Nevada doves were common in Walker Pass July 1-3; 
along the valley of Kern River, July 3-13; at Walker Basin, July 
13-16; at Bakersfield, in the San Joaquin Valley, July 17-20; at Three 
‘Rivers in the western foothills, and along the Kaweah below the pines, 
the last of July. In the High Sierra Mr. Palmer saw a pair in Kings 
River Canton, August 14; Mr. Dutcher shot one and saw others at Big 
Cottonwood Meadows early in September; and it was seen at Soda 
Springs and Trout Meadows about the same time. In the Cafada 
de las Uvas, California, it was abundant at Old Fort Tejon in June 
and July, and Mr. Stephens found it rather common at Reche Cation, 
near San Bernardino, September 22-26. Mr. Nelson reported it as 
common in the San Joaquin Valley in October, and saw a few along 
the coast from San Simeon to Carpenteria, and at Santa Paula, in Noyem- 
ber and December. 

Mourning doves furnish a large amount of food to the Indians dur- 
ing the spring and summer. Before migration commences the Indians 
build rude huts of brush, grass, and weeds, in which to secrete them- 
selves, near the springs -and streams. Loopholes are made on the 
sides toward the water, through which arrows are shot at the birds as 
they alight to drink. 


Record of specimens collected of Zenaidura macroura. 


Col- 


lectors| Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
299 | 9 juv.| Owens Valley, Calif........... June 6, 1891.) A. K. Fisher---..| Lone Pine. 
300 | 2 juv.|.-.-.. BO Soe sc ny a Siecle ove ele ote CG Fo aiety'= alle Gor age abs o. Do. 


Pseudogryphus californianus. California Vulture. 

It was with considerable surprise and pleasure that we found the 
California vulture still tolerably common in certain localities west of 
the Sierra Nevada, in California. Mr. Palmer reported seeing one fly- 
ing above Frazier Mountain July 9, and while on his way to Tejon 
ranch, July 11, saw three others soaring overhead in company with tur- 
key buzzards, and stated that it was an easy matter to distinguish the 
two species. 

On July 16, about 3 miles from Walker Basin, on the road leading to 
Bakersfield, in the San Joaquin Valley, Mr. Bailey and the writer saw 
one of these vultures in company with the turkey buzzards flying about 
the carcass of a cow. The white on the underside of its wings was 
plainly visible. 

12731—No, 7-——3 
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At San Emigdio and the adjacent foothills Mr. Nelson found it 
quite common in October, and was told that it became very numerous 
there in winter. He also found it common along the coast near San 
Simeon, and in the Santa Ynez Mountains. In all these places it was 
shy and difficult of approach. On the -pass at the head of Owens 
River, July 24, and on the trail above Lone Pine, August 27, Mr. Nel- 
son saw solitary birds which he thought belonged to this species. 


Cathartes aura. Turkey Vulture. 
The turkey buzzard was seen in various localities, both in the desert | 
and in the mountain regions, but was nowhere common. It was first met 
with in Death Valley, where a few were seen during the latter part of 
March. Dr. Merriam saw a number sailing over the Mohave Desert 
March 29 and 30, and saw several congregated about a dead horse at 
Furnace Creek, Death Valley, April 11. He saw one in Hmigrant 
Cation in the Panamint Mountains about the middle of April, and 
another at Hot Springs, in Panamint Valley, April20. Mr. Nelson saw 
a few over Mesquite Valley, and in the Grapevine Mountains in May; 
found it sparingly in the Inyo Mountains, from the valley to the sum- 
mit, in the latter part of June, and in the White Mountains in July. 

In the Argus Range the writer saw it in Shepherd Caton and at 
Maturango Spring, in the latter part of April and first part of May; a 
few were found at Coso the latter part of May, and around Owens Lake 
and Lone Pine in June. The species was noted all through Owens Val- 
ley, from the southern part to the upper end, and at the base of the 
White Mountains. On the last trip to Death Valley some were seen at 
Furnace Creek, June 19-21. 

In the ert: Nevada it was seen at Kernville, aeNe the valley of the 
Kern Kiver, and in Walker Basin in July; and in the High Sierra at 
Horse Corral, Big Cottonwood, and Whitney meadows, in August. 

It was seen at Old Fort Tejon, and in Tehachapi VaHey, California, 
in June, by Dr. Merriam and Mr. Palmer. In the San Joaquin Valley 
it was seen at various places from Bakersfield to Visalia and Three 
Rivers. Mr. Bailey saw it at Monterey the last of September; and Mr. 
Stephens at Reche Cafon, near San Bernardino, about the same date. 
In Nevada Dr. Merriam saw it in Vegas Wash, May 3; in the Virgin 
Valley, May 8; Pahranagat Valley, May 22-26; Ash Meadows, May 30; 
and a few on Mount Magruder, June 4-8. In the Santa Clara Valley, 
Utah, it was rather common, May 11-15. | 

Mr. Nelson found it common in the San Joaquin Valley, in the Te- 
hachapi Mountains, and along the route from San Simeon to Carpen- 
teria about the end of the year. 


Elanus leucurus. White-tailed Kite. 


Mr. Nelson found the white-tailed kite rather uncommon about San 
Luis Obispo, where he shot a specimen and saw others in N ovember. 
The species was not seen elsewhere. . 
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Circus hudsonius. Marsh Hawk. 

Wherever there was sufficient water to form considerable areas of 
marsh land, the marsh hawk was pretty ce1tain to be observed. An 
adult male was secured at Furnace Creek in Death Valley, January 29; 
several were seen at Resting Springs in February; and the species was 
not uncommon at Ash Meadows, Nevada, in March. 

In Nevada Mr. Nelson found it common in Pahrump and Vegas valleys 
in February and March, especially about the ranch in the former place, 
and Mr. Stephens reported an unusual preponderance of birds in the 
blue plumage in Oasis Valley about the middle of March. Dr. Mer- 
riam saw onein Oasis Valley, June 1; both blue and red birds at Ash 
Meadows, May 30, and in Pahranagat Valley May 22-26 ; he shot a male 
in Meadow Creek Valley May 19, and saw several in the Lower Muddy 
and Virgin valleys May 6-8. 

In California marsh hawks werecommon in a number of places through- 
out Owens Valley in winter as well as during the breeding season, and 
were doubtless attracted by the vast number of meadow mice (Arvicole) 
which swarm through the wet. meadows and marshes. 

Marsh hawks were common along the South Fork of Kern River, 
where they were seen often through the day skimming over the alfalfa 
fields and marshes, and in the High Sierra a few were seen at Whitney 
and Big Cottonwood meadows. At the west end of the Mohave Desert 
Dr. Merriam saw one near Gorman ranch, June 28; Mr. Bailey found it 
at Monterey in September, and Mr. Nelson reported it as common in the 
San Joaquin Valley and around Carpenteria later in the fall. 


Accipiter velox. Sharp-shinned Hawk. 

We found this species nowhere as common as it is in most of the 
Eastern States; the total number seen by members of the party, both 
during migration and in the breeding season, being less than could be 
seen in southern New York on any day in early September. 

The writer saw two at the ranch at I'urnace Creek, Death Valley, in 
the latter part of January; Mr. Nelson observed one at Bennett Wells 
in the same valley about the same time; and Dr. Merriam saw two at 
the former place, April 11. The species was seen at Resting Springs, 
California, the first week in February. In Nevada it was observed at 
Ash Meadows early in March; Mr. Nelson saw several and killed one at 
the ranch in Pahrump Valley February 12-28; and saw it among the 
mesquite thickets on his route from Ash Meadows to the Bend of the Col- 
orado, March 3-16, Dr. Merriam saw one at Vegas Wash May 2; one 
at the Bend of the Colorado River, Nevada, May 4; one at the west 
side of the Beaverdam Mountains, Utah, May 10. 

In California he saw one in Owens Valley about the middle of June, 
and one in Kern Valley, June 22. At Hot Springs, in Panamint Val- 
ley, Mr. Nelson shot a specimen early in January, and Dr. Merriam saw 
two during his stay, April 19-24; one in Emigrant Cajiion, in the 
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Panamint Mountains, April 14; and another on the north side of Tele- 
scope Peak, April 18; and the writer saw one in Surprise Cation, April 20. 

Mr. Nelson saw the species once or twice in the pifion belt along 
Waucoba Creek, in the Inyo Mountains, in the latter part of June; and a 
few in the foothills on the west slope of the Sierra Nevada, in August. 
Mr. Bailey and the writer observed two or three on the western slope of 
Walker Pass in the same range July 2-3; one was observed in Kings 
River Caiion, August 15; and another at Three Rivers in the western 
foothills, September 13. Mr. Koch secured a pair near their camp in 
Cottonwood Meadows July 30; Mr. Palmer reported seeing two at Old 
Fort Tejon; and Mr. Bailey found it not uncommon at Whitney Meadows 
and at Soda Springs, in August. 

Mr. Stephens saw one at Grapevine Spring, California, the first week 
in April; one at Olancha, at the southern end of Owens Lake, the third 
week in May, and one at Bishop Creek, early in August. Mr. Bailey 
saw several at Monterey, during the first week of October. Mr. Nelson 
found it common in the San Joaquin Valley between Bakersfield and 
San Emigdio in October, and saw a few along the coast from San Sim- 
eon to Carpenteria and Santa Paula in November and December. 


Record of specimens collected of Accipiter velox. 


Col- 
Heeyers Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
0. : 
22) gf ad. | Sierra Nevada, Calif .....--..-. July 30, 1891 | B. H, Dutcher~.| Big Cottonwoood 
, Meadows. 
eB || MO eer Ue eee reser 8 eee a yep a rates WO es aka. pee ec sts = a eutloe = Do. 


Accipiter cooperi. Cooper’s Hawk. 


This hawk was even more rare than the sharp-shinned, as scarcely 
two dozen were seen during the time the expedition was in the field. 
In Cajon Pass in the San Bernardino Mountains, on January 2, the 
writer decoyed one by imitating the squealing of a mouse; one was seen 
at Hesperia on the Mohave Desert, January 4; one or two at the 
ranch at Furnace Creek, Death Valley, the latter part of the same 
month, and a few were seen at Ash Meadows, Nevada, during the first 
half of March. Mr. Stephens saw one which had been killed at Searl’s 
garden, on Borax Flat, April 23-26, and one at Bishop Creek, in Owens 
Valley, the first week in August. 

In the Sierra Nevada Mr. Nelson noted the species on the divide be- 
tween the Merced and San Joaquin rivers; Mr. Bailey saw one on the 
Kaweah River; two at Whitney Meadows; the writer saw one at the 
latter place September 2, and secured a specimen at Three Rivers, in 
the western foothills, July 28. Its stomach contained the remains of a 
Beechey’s spermophile. 

Mr. Nelson found a few among the oaks in the lower part of the 
Tehachapi and Temploa mountains in October, and along the route be- 
ween San Simeon and Carpenteria in November, | 
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Accipiter atricapillus striatulus. Goshawk. 


No specimens of this handsome and daring hawk were taken by any 
member of the expedition. Mr. Nelson stated that a hawk flew over his 
camp at Lone Pine, Owens Valley, in December, 1890, which he thought 
belonged to this species, and Mr. Bailey is quite certain he saw an in- 
dividual among the sequoias on Kaweah River, and another at Soda 
Springs, or Kern River Lakes. | 
Buteo borealis calurus. Western Red-tail. 


The western red-tail was observed at most localities visited by mem- 
bers of the expedition in California, Nevada, and Utah. It was seen | 
on the Mohave Desert near Victor, early in January, several were ob- 
served in Death Valley between Bennett Wells and Saratoga Springs 
about the 1st of February, and one at the former place in Death Valley, 
on June 21. 

At Resting Springs, California, a fine specimen was secured, and others 
seen early in February. In Nevada'it was noted at Ash Meadows, in 
Pahrump Valley, in Vegas Wash, at the Bend of the Colorado, at Pah- 
roc Spring, in Pahranagat Valley, in Oasis Valley, at Mount Magruder, 
and on the Charleston and Grapevine mountains. On Mount Magruder 
one was shot by Dr. Merriam as it swooped to pick up a wounded dove, 
June 7, and another at the mouth of Beaverdam Creek, Arizona, May 
9. The stomach of the latter contained a ground squirrel (Spermophilus 
tereticwudus). Several were seen in the Santa Clara Valley, Utah, about 
the middle of May. 

In the Panamint Mountains, California, Dr. Merriam observed it in 
Emigrant Cation about the middle of April, and Mr. Bailey andthe 
writer saw one soaring over the summit of Telescope Peak on June 23 
and later in the day the former observer killed one near the ‘ char- 
coal kilns.’ Its stomach contained one pocket gopher (Thomomys), two 
large lizards (Cnemidophorus tigris and Sawromalus ater), five grasshop- 
pers, and one sand cricket (Stenopalmatus). Inthe northern part of the 
same mountains Mr. Nelson noted a few, and also in the White and 
Inyo mountains from the upper limit of the pines down to the valleys. 
In the Argus Range individuals were seen at Shepherd Cafion and 
Maturango Spring; and near the road to Lookout Mountain an adult 
was seen on June 25, beating back and forth over the rocky hillside, 
evidently hunting for the large lizards known as ‘chuck-wallas’ (Sauw- 
romalus ater), which were common in the locality. 

It was observed in the Coso Mountains, and in Owens Valley it was 
found at a number of places, both in winter and summer. It was seen 
at Old Fort Tejon, Walker Pass, Walker Basin, South Fork of Kern 
River, and in the High Sierra at Sequoia National Park, Horse Corral, 
Cottonwood, and Whitney meadows, and Round Valley. 

In the San Joaquin Valley it was observed at Bakersfield and Visalia. 
Mr. Bailey saw it at Monterey, and Mr. Stephens at Reche Cation near 
San Bernardino. Mr. Nelson saw it everywhere about the Tehachapi 
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and Temploa mountains and found it common all along the coast from 
San Simeon to Santa Paulain November and December. 
Buteolineatus elegans. Red-bellied Hawk. 

This species was observed mainly in the San Joaquin Valley, where 
one was seen near an irrigating ditch at Bakersfield, July 18, evidently 
watching for frogs. At Visalia a fine adult was seen among the oaks, 
July 22, and at the same place on September 17 and 18 the species 
was not uncommon. Mr. Nelson reported it as abundant among the 
oaks on Kings River at the base of the foothills in August, and saw it 
near the Mission of Santa Ynez and in Gaviota Pass, in November. 


Buteo swainsoni. Swainson’s Hawk. 

Swainson’s hawk is apparently a rare species in the region traversed 
by the expedition. Mr. Nelson saw a number on the western foothills 
of the Sierra Nevada, and Dr. Merriam shot an adult male on Kern 
River near Kernville, June 23. Its stomach contained one grasshop- 
per. Several were seen catching grasshoppers in the Cafiada de las 
Uvas, California, June 28-29. At Walker Basin, California, Mr. 
_ Bailey and the writer saw a number, and on July 15 the latter observer 
killed an adult female whose stomach contained about fifty grasshop- 
pers. In Walker Basin a species of grasshopper, which Prof. C. V. 
Riley kindly identified for the writer as Camnula pellucida, was very 
abundant. In many places a large part of the vegetation ordinarily 
available as food for these insects was dried up and had lost much otf 
its original nutritive properties, so they had to seek elsewhere for sub- 
sistence. ‘This they found in the form of fresh horse droppings which 
were strewn along the roads and in the corrals... Wherever this sub- 
stance occurred vast numbers of grasshoppers congregated in a strug- 
gling mass, each individual striving to reach the interior of the throng 
so as to partake of the food. Not only the hawks, but most other birds 
in the valley, including ducks, ravens, woodpeckers, and sparrows, fed 
almost exclusively on the grasshoppers. | 


Archibuteo ferrugineus. Ferruginous Rough-leg. 

Very few squirrel hawks were seen by the expedition. Mr. Nelson 
secured a specimen at Pahrump ranch, and saw others in Vegas and 
Pahrump valleys and Vegas Wash, March 3-16. A few were seen at 
Ash Meadows, Nevada, about the same time, but none were secured. 
Dr. Merriam saw a pair circling over the summit of the highest peak 
of Mount Magruder, Nevada, June 8, and several times afterward saw 
them hunting in company in the nut pine groves of the same moun- 
tains. 


Aquila chrysaétos. Golden Eagle. 

The golden eagle was observed sparingly in anumber of widely sepa- 
rated localities by different members of the expedition. One was seen 
at Ash Meadows, Nevada, March 18, circling over a shallow pond in 
which a large number of ducks were feeding. Mr. Nelson saw several 
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in Vegas Valley and about the Charleston Mountains, Nevada, March 
3-16, and Dr. Merriam saw three among the tree yuccas on the east 
side of Pahrump Valley, April 29, and one on the Charleston Mountains 
the following day. One was seen in the Juniper Mountains May 19, 
and another at Oasis Valley the 1st of June. In California Dr. Mer- 
riam observed, a pair in Owens Valley, June 10-19, and he and Mr. 
Palmer saw one near Alamo ranch, in the Sierra Liebre, June 30. 
According to the Indians, this eagle breeds rarely in the higher por- 
tions of the Grapevine, Panamint, Inyo, and White mountains. 

In thé main Sierra Nevada one was seen on the east slope of Walker 
Pass, July 2; a pair on the South Fork of the Kern River, July 3-11; 
one near Little Cottonwood Creek, August 23; a number in Whitney 
Meadows; and several at and above timber line near Mineral King, 
September 8-11. At the latter place they probably fed on woodchucks 
(Arctomys) and grouse (Dendragapus). 


Halizetus leucocephalus. Bald Eagle. 

Two adult bald eagles were seen sitting on a dead mesquite at Ash 
Meadows, Nevada, about the middle of March. They were ee only 
ones noted during the season. 


Falco mexicanus. Prairie Falcon. | 

Prairie falcons were seen in a number of localities Aiosehout the 
desert regions as well as among the mountain ranges of southern Cali- 
fornia and Nevada. In Death Meine between Bennett Wells and 
Furnace Creek, one was seen January 22, and at the latter place one 

was Shot from its perch on a haystack where it sat watching a flock 
of Gambel’s quail, January 27, and another was seen in summer on 
June 20. One was secured at Kesting Springs in the Amargosa Desert, 
February 12, and another at Ash Meadows, Nevada, March 16. At 
the latter place, where ducks were abundant, this falcon was seen on 
several occasions to chase single birds, which escaped by dropping in 
the water among the tules. Mr. Nelson saw a number in Pahrump 
and Vegas valleys, Nevada, and at the Bend of the Colorado, and one was 
seen on a cliffin Vegas Wash eating a duck. In the Panamint Moun- 
tains one was shot from the top of a cut bank at the mouth of Johnson 
Canon, March 26; others were seen in Emigrant Canon, April 14-15, 
and in the higher mountains near Telescope Peak, April 17-19. Mr. 
Nelson found it sparingly about the bases of both the Panamint and 
Grapevine ranges, where old nests were found on the clifis. In Nevada 
Dr. Merriam saw it on Mount Magruder, June §; in Pahranagat Valley, 
May 22-26 (breeding in both the Pahranag ee and Hyko mountains), 
and in the Virgin Valley near Bunkerville, May 8. In the Lower 
Santa Clara Valley, Utah, he saw a pair several times about the cliffs 
a short distance from the village of St. George, May 11-15. 

In Panamint Valley it was seen at Hot Springs April 20, and in the 
lower end of the valley, January 12. A female was seen in the Coso 
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Mountains chasing doves, May 19. In Owens Valley the species was 
seen at a number’ of localities, and undoubtedly breeds in both the 
Inyo range and the Sierra Nevada. On the eastern slope of Walker 
Pass a pair of these falcons were seen flying along the hillsides where 
quail were abundant. 

In the High Sierra a specimen was shot at Big Cottonwood Meadows, 
August 26; one was seen at Whitney Meadows in the same month, 
and another at the summit of the pass at the head of Kings River. Mr. 
Palmer noted the species at Old Fort Tejon, June 28; Mr. Nelson saw 
it occasionally in the San Joaquin Valley, October 5-27; and saw several 
along the route from San Simeon to Santa Maria in November, and a 
few at Canada de las Uvas and up to the summit of the Temploa Moun- 
tains. | 

Record of specimens collected of I’alco mexicanus. 


Col- 
lector’s | Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
& | Panamint Valley, Calif .--...... Jan. 12,1891.) E. W. Nelson....- 
83! o@ | Death Valley, Galit-...-.--...-. Jan. 27,1891.| A. K. Fisher-...--- Furnace Creek. 
110} & | Resting Springs, Calif.......--. HE el SO lem teres. Cl che atari Nate te ere 
131 Q Ash Meadows, Calif ..----..--- INTO Oils eeeeea Ue see see eee eee 
141! ¢ | Panamint Mountains, Calif..--. Mar:25,01891s |p doses sen. a Se Johnson Cajon. 


Falco peregrinus anatum. Duck Hawk. 
The only true duck hawk seen by the expedition was observed by 
Mr. Nelson near the coast west of San Luis Obispo, in November. 


Falco columbarius. Pigeon Hawk. 

The only records of the pigeon hawk made by the expedition are the 
following, all in California: Twoseen by Mr.Stephens at Little Owens 
Lake early in May; the remains of one found by the writer near the 
reservoir at Furnace Creek, Death Valley, June 21; a few seen on the 
coast by Mr. Nelson between San Simeon and Carpenteria in Novem- 
ber, and one in the Ojai Valley, Ventura County, in December. 


Falco sparverius deserticolus. Desert Sparrow Hawk. 

The sparrow hawk was common in but few places and was nowhere 
numerous aS asummer resident. In Nevada it was not observed except 
at Ash Meadows, and in Pahrump and Vegas valleys, where it was found 
in March. 

In California one was seen in Cajon Pass in the San Bernardino 
Mountains, January1, and another, March 30. In Death Valley it was 
seen at Mesquite Well, January 21, Bennett Wells at the same date, and 
again about the middle of April; a pair among the cottonwoods at 
Furnace Creek, March 22, and one in Mesquite Valley, April 12. 

Tn the Panamint Mountains, Dr. Merriam saw one in Emigrant Caion, 
April 14, another on the north side of Telescope Peak, April 17-19, and 
Mr. Nelson found it rare in this range as well as in the Grapevine range 
in May. He found a pair nesting at the summit of the divide at. the 
head of Cottonwood Creek in the former range, and a few in the Inyo 
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Mountains from the upper edge of the pifion belt up to the summit. In 
theelatter range a pair occupied a cavity in a dead Pinus flexvilis on the 
(divide eastof Lone Pine. Dr. Merriam saw a male on the summit of the 
White Mountains between Deep Spring Valley and Owens Valley, June 
9,and Mr. Nelson saw the species in the same mountains and on 
the plateau at head of Owens Valley the following month. 

In the Argus range, above Maturango Spring, a male was seen with 
a Snake in its talons, which was carried to a height of several hundred 
yards and dropped, for what reason was not evident. 

In Owens Valley the sparrow hawk was common at Lone Pine in 
December, 1890, and was found sparingly in the summer from Little 
Owens Lake to the head of the valley in the White Mountains. It was 
seen along the South Fork of Kern River, July 3-10; at Kernville, July 
11-12,and was common in Walker Basin, where it was feeding on grass- 
hoppers, July 13-16. 

Mr. Palmer found it common on Peru Creek and in Castac Cation, near 
Newhall, June 30, and in San Francisquito Pass, July 1. In the High 
Sierra it was seen at Menache Meadows, May 24-26; was common at 
Big Cottonwood Meadows during the summer; common at Whitney 
Meadows from below timberline to some distance above it during the 
last of August; at Round Valley,12 miles south of Mount Whitney 
August 28; at Soda Springs or Kern River Lakes, early in September ; 
and along the Kaweah River in August. Mr. Bailey found it common 
at Monterey, September 28 to October 9, and Mr. Stephens at Reche 
Canon, September 22-24. 

Mr. Nelson found it common in the San Joaquin Valley October 5-27 
and abundant along the route from San Simeon to Carpenteria and 
Santa Paula in November and December. 

It was common near San Luis Obispo, where one was seen with a 
small snake in its talons. It was sitting on a fence post eating the 
snake, and when startled flew off, carrying the reptile. 


Record of specimens collected of alco sparverius deserticolus. 


Col- 
lector’s | Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
33 | o | Sierra Nevada, Calif.) Aug. 12,1891 | B. H. Dutcher. -..- Big Cottonwood Meadows. 


4985) 0D ila be ae hap ore, | Aug. 28,1891) A.K. Fisher...... Round Valley. 


Pandion haliaétus carolinensis. Osprey. 

The fish hawk was observed by Dr. Merriam in two localties, Death 
Valley, California, and Pahranagat Valley, Nevada. In the former 
place a single individual was seen at Furnace Creek just before dark 
on April 10. In Pahranagat Valley he saw several at the lake May 
24, and in the evening of the same day shot one by mistake for an owl, 
as it hovered over the camp fire after dark. 
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At Furnace Oreek a specimen was nailed upon the side of the house 
at the ranch, where it was killed a year or so before our arrival. * 


Strix pratincola. Barn Owl. 

The only barn owl found east of the Sierra Nevada was a dead one 
seen by Mr. Stephens at Alvord, the last of June. Dr. Merriam and 
Mr. Palmer found the species abundant at Old Fort Tejon the latter 
part of June, where a family of young, in one of the large oaks near 
vamp, proved a great nuisance on account of the hissing and shrieking 
which was kept up all night. The old birds were seen flying in and ” 
out among the large oaks on several occasions, as if in pursuit of bats. 
It is altogether likely that they were thus occupied, as the remains of 
this mammal have been found repeatedly among their stomach contents, 
both in Europe and this country. A pouched gopher and a chipmunk, 
left on the table, disappeared one night, probably through .the agency 
of these birds. 

On the South Fork of the Kern River Mr. Bailey secured two speci- 
mens July 4, and the species was common at Bakersfield and Visalia, 
in the San Joaquin Valley, in the latter part of July. Dr. Merriam 
found it common in the old mission of San Luis Rey, in San Diego 
County, and Mr. Stephens saw one in Reche Canon, near San Bernar- 
dino. Mr. Nelson found it very common about San Kmigdio, Morro 

Bay, and San Luis Obispo in October and Novem er. 


Record of specimens collected of Strix pratincola. 


Col- 
lector’s| Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
o | Kern River, Calif .-..-....:..-- July 4.1891 -| V. Bailey .....---- South Fork. 
pment CLD ea Sivas ts vetolene at Saad ccen ela ee | eae LOM att Aeeel a Sele se seo Sead Do. 
A025 |) Os 5) Vasalia; Calif cco sen teccclen <= July 23,1891.) A. 1K. Wisher --.... 


Asio wilsonianus. Long-eared Owl. 

The long-eared owl was seen at a few places only. Mr. Nelson found 
a flock of eight living in a willow patch at Pahrump ranch, Nevada, 
February 12-28. All were flushed in’ an area less than 50 yards in 
diameter, and each bird had evidently occupied the same place for a 
considerable time, as the little groups of several dozen pellets plainly 
Showed. Mr. Bailey secured a specimen at Bakersfield, in the San 
Joaquin Valley, July 18, and another near timber line north of Mineral 
King in the Sierra Nevada, September 9. 
Asio accipitrinus. Short-eared Owl. 


Several short-eared owls were seen at Ash Meadows, Nevada, during 
the early part of March, and Mr. Stephens shot a specimen in Temecula 
Cation, San Diego County, California, January 30. 

Syrnium occidentale. Spotted Owl. 


This species was not met with by any member of our expedition, 
though the type came from Old Fort Tejon, California, where it was 
obtained March 6, 1858, by John Xantus. 
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Megascops asio bendirei. California Screech Owl. 


No screech owls were seen or heard east of the Sierra Nevada in 
California. On the ridge above Walker Basin one was flushed from 
among the oaks July 14, but.was not secured. At Bakersfield, in the 
San Joaquin Valley, the species was common and was heard at short 
intervals from dark to daylight, and Mr. Bailey secured a specimen. 
about midnight of July 19, as it sat in the moonlight on a low limb over 
his bed. At Visalia, in the same valley, it was heard commonly among 
the big oaks July 22-24, and again September 17 and 18. 

Mr. Nelson heard screech owls in different parts of the San Joaquin 
Valley in October, and along the route from San Simeon to Carpen- 
teria and Santa Paula in November and December. 


* 


Record of specimens collected of Megascops asio bendirei. 


Col- , 
pe Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. vemarks. 
T 
0. 
309)|| =o -| Bakenstields Calin. 2 Soe sane July 20, 1891.) A. K. Fisher....-- 
AGS RGPS8 i) Vaisala G oultit ree yepedyomee oct erica July. 24, 1891.|..... CO KU eye ea py 


Bubo virginianus subarcticus. Western Horned Owl. 

Great horned owls were often heard and occasionally seen at differ- 
ent localities in California and Nevada—in the latter State at Ash 
Meadows and in the Grapevine and Charleston mountains. 

In California, in the Panamint Mountains, it was heard almost nightly 
in Johnson and Surprise cations during the first half of April, and by 
Dr. Merriam in Emigrant Cation about the same time. In the Argus 
Range at Shepherd Canon an individual on several occasions was seen 
to fly from a certain ledge, where it probably had young; and at Matu- 
rango Spring one was flushed from among some boulders on May 7. 
It was heard all along the South Fork of the Kern River, July 3-11, and 
at Walker Basin, where two started from a rocky ledge among the hills, 
and one secured, July 14. Its stomach contained the remains of a 
wood rat (Neotoma) and a scorpion. In the San Joaquin Valley the 
species was heard at Bakersfield and Visalia in the latter part of 
July, and in the High Sierra at Sequoia National Park, Horse Corral 
and Whitney meadows, Soda Springs, and along the Kawealh River, in 
August and September. 

Mr. Bailey heard it at Monterey, September 28 to October 9, and Mr. 
Stephens at Reche Cation, September 22-24. Mr. Nelson heard great 
horned owls in the Tehachapi and Temploa mountains, in the San 
Joaquin Valley, and secured a specimen near San Luis Obispo. 


z 


tecord of specimens obtained of Bubo virginianus subarcticus. 


Col- 
lector's| Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 


im. -| Soda Springs, Kern River, Calif.) Ang. 13,1891 | V. Bailey .......-. Fragments. 
Q San Luis Obispo, Calif.....----- Noy. 29,1891} E. W. Neison ..--- 
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Speotyto cunicularia hypogeea. Burrowing Owl. 

The burrowing owl was not met with in any great numbers east of the 
Sierra Nevada in California or in Nevada. In the latter State several 
were seen in Ash Meadows, and one was caught at the mouth of the 
hole of a kangaroo rat (Dipodomys deserti) in Oasis Valley in March. 
In California several were seen about badger holes at Daggett, on the 
Mohave Desert, January 8-10; a few at Granite Wells January 15 
and April 5, and a pair at Lone Willow Spring April 25. Mr. Bailey 
saw a pair at Bennett Wells, in Death Valley, June 21. A pair was 
seen in Coso Valley, below Maturango Spring, May 11. In Owens 
Valley one was seen at Lone Pine June 11; a pair with young at Al- 
vord June 26-29; one at Morans July 4-7, and a few at the head of the 
valley, near the White Mountains, in July. Mr. Stephens saw it at va- 
rious places in Salt Wells Valley, where it probably was breeding, May 
1-5, and Mr. Bailey and the writer found it common at Indian Wells, 
in the same valley, July 1. A pair was seen on the eastern slope of 
Walker Pass July 1, where one was caught in a trap the following 
morning. A number of times burrowing owls were caught in steel 
traps set at the holes of badgers, foxes, spermophiles, and kangaroo 
rats. 

Dr. Merriam and Mr. Palmer saw several pairs with full-grown 
young in the upper part of the Canada de las Uvas and near Gorman 
Station, at the west end of Antelope Valley, during the latter part of 
June and the first week of July. They were living in the burrows of 
Beechey’s spermophile and were catching grasshoppers in the day- 
time. They saw the species also at Caliente June 24, and in Teha- 
chapi Valley June 25. At Bakersfield, in the San Joaquin Valley, and 
on the dry plains between Bakersfield and Visalia it was abundant, 
and aS many as a dozen or fifteen were often in sight at once, perched 
on the mounds in front of the burrows, or on the tops of the telegraph 
poles. 

' Mr. Nelson found it generally distributed in the lowlands bordering 
the coast, between San Simeon and Carpenteria. 


Ttecord of specimens collected of Speotyto cunicularia hypogaea. 


Cal- 
ma Coe Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. ° 
0. 
48 | 9..... Dagcent Colitis. sss: taales see Jan. 10,1891 | A. K. Fisher....) Mohave Desert. 
CO lle tet ee elle ee COREE SEES Sa Sad ee bee BEF CLOee eaeee -\4|| So ae CU Gre eee aes Do. 
[ijt MOT eee GOs see ee eee ee ne Feb. 7,1891 | F. Stephens-....- Do, 
62 Oh Granite Wells, Calif..........-. Jan. 15,1891) A. K. Fisher .... Do. 
163 | 9....- Wa NEM E ee S a ee Se ye oe Sept. 9,1891 |) F. Stephens-.... 35 miles northeast. 
TAU ent oer CONV CLT Sieh VecttL MeN renee a eee = eee e] MATEO SONS aCe eee ont 
@ im -| Walker Pass, Calit_...........- July 2,1891)| V. Bailey ..-.... 
on all Wailer Oasis Valley, Nev.-.........--- Mar. 15,1891 | F. Stephens..... 


Geococcyx califurnianus. Road-runner. 
The road-runmer or chaparral cock is tolerably common in many of 
the desert and foothill regions visited by members of the expedition, but 
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on account of its more or less retiring habits comparatively few were 
seen, though their tracks werecommon. in Nevadait was very common 
among the sand dunes and mesquite patches at Ash Meadows, as well 
as in Vegas Valley and at the Bend of the Colorado, in March, and 
Mr. Stephens heard it in Oasis Valley. 

In California the species is resident in Death Valley, as its numerous 
tracks seen around the mesquite and other thick growths at Furnace 
Creek during January and in June conclusively demonstrate. 

At Resting Springs in the Amargosa Desert, where it was tolerably 
common, Mr. Bailey caught one in a steel trap, February 12, and Mr. 
Nelson found indications of its presence in Mesquite and Saline valleys. 
In Owens Valley it was very common, judging from the tracks; Mr. 
Nelson found it common and secured a specimen at Lone Pine in 
December, 1890; and Dr. Merriam saw one three miles south of that town, 
June 18, and others at the lower end of the valley on the following day. 
He saw one in Walker Pass June 22, and Mr. Bailey secured a specimen 
in the same place July 3. Several were seen along the South Fork of 
Kern River and at Kernville, June 22-23 and July 3-15, and near 
Alamo ranch in the Sierra Liebre, June 30. Dr. Merriam saw two near 
the north end of Cajon Pass in the San Bernardino Mountains, March | 
29, and found it common in the southern part of San Diego county in 
Escondido and San Marcos valleys, where it was breeding in patches of 
branching cactus. 

In the Canada delas Uvas, Mr. Palmer saw one near Castac Lake July 
9, and shot one the following day at Old Fort Tejon. In the San Joaquin 
Valley tracks were seen frequently in the river bottoms and along 
the borders of thickets near Bakersfield in July, and Mr. Nelson found 
it common about the foothills at the south and west sides of the valley, 
October 5-27. The same observer found it along the coast from Morro 
to Carpenteria in November, and Mr. Bailey at Monterey, September 
28 to October 9. 


Record of specimens collectedof Geococcyx californianus, 


Col- 
lector’s | Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. ; 
2 Resting Springs, Calif........- Feb.12; 1891) V. Batley v2... <.. 
fof Welker Passe Calate.t22.ceusen. dttly< 3; LSol 42 c= ll Osaeesee re. 


Coccyzus americanus occidentalis. California Cuckoo. 


At Furnace Creek ranch in Death Valley, a cuckoo was seen among 
the willows at the edge of the reservoir about sunrise on June 20, and - 
later in the day Mr. Bailey succeeded in securing it (an adult female). 
In the San Joaquin Valley the species was common at Bakersfield July 
17-20, and was heard several times at Visalia among the live oaks July 
22-25. In Owens Valley, Mr. Stephens saw one August 11, two miles 
west of Bishop. No others were recorded. 
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Ceryle alcyon. Belted Kingfisher. 

A kingfisher was seen at San Bernardino, Calif., December 29, 1890, 
The species was not again met with until the party rence Ash 
Meadows, Nevada, where a few were seen along the streams during the 
early part of March. One was seen by Mr. Burnett at Furnace Creek, 
Death Valley, flying about the reservoir, April 15. Dr. Merriam saw 
one at Hot Springs, Panamint Valley, April 20, and another in Vegas 
Wash, Nevada, near the Colorado, May 2 

At Trane Pine, in Owens Valley, it was ae uncommon along the river, 
and Mr. Stephens noted it at Alvord, in the same valley, the last of 
June. In the Sierra Nevada it was Ae uncommon at Soda Springs or 
Kern River lakes, the first of September, and was noted at Three Rivers, 
in the western foothills, about the middle of the month. Mr. Nelson 
observed it at the head of the Merced and San Joaquin rivers, and later 
saw a few individuals along the Kern River, inSan Joaquin Valley, in 
October, and along the streams flowing into the sea between San 
Simeon, Carpenteria, and Santa Paula, in November and December. 
Mr. Bailey found it common at Monterey September 28 to October 9, 
Dryobates villosus hyloscopus. Cabanis’s Woodpecker. 

Cabanis’s woodpecker was found nowhere common in California, and 
was not observed at allin Nevada. One was seen above Johnson Caton 
in the Panamint Mountains, April 18; Dr. Merriam observed several on 
the north side of Telescope Peak in the same range, April17-19, and Mr. 
Nelson found the species very rare in the northern part of the Panamint 
and Grapevine Mountains during May and the first part of June. In 
the Coso Mountains it was seen on several occasions during the last 
half of May; in the upper part of the Inyo Range a few were seen the 
lastof June; and others on the summit of the White Mountains June 9, 

In the Bice Nevada a few were scen on the cast slope, at the head 
of Owens River, in July; several at Bishop Creek August 4-11; and 
the species was rather common at Menache Meadows May 24-26. Seren 
were seen on the western slope of Walker Pass July 2; a number along 
the valley of Kern River July 3-10; and they were not uncommon in 
Walker Basin, from the bottom of the valley to summit of the ridge, 
July 13-16. Several were seen in the Sequoia National Park during 
the first week in August; afew at Horse Corral Meadows August 9-13; 
one was observed in Kings River Cafion August 15; the species was 
common at Big Cottonwood Meadows through the summer, at Whitney 
Meadows September 1, and several were noted from timber line down 
to below Mineral King September 10-13. 

In the Cafiada de las Uvas Mr. Palmer saw one or two back of Old 
Fort Tejon July 6, and a number near the summit of Frazier Mountain 
July 9 

At Monterey Mr. Bailey found a race of the hairy woodpecker, prob- 
ably the present subspecies, common from September 28 to October 9; and 
Mr. Nelson found it sparingly at Mount Piflosin October, and in the moun- 
tains between San Simeon and Carpenteria, November 4 to December 18. 
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Record of specimens collected of Dryobates villosus hyloscopus. 


Col- 
Sectors Sex. - Locality. : Date. Collector. Remarks. 
0. 
do ad. | White Mountains, Calif .....-.. June 9,1891 | V. Bailey ...---. 
365 | 9 im. | Walker Pass, Calif...........-. July 2,1891 | A. K. Fisher-..-. 
375 | S& im. | Kern River, Calif ...........-.-.. nye Dye SOE = dO Seat eee South Fork. 
148 | 2 im. | Sierra Nevada, Calif..-...-...-- July 27,1891 | F. Stephens.--.. 
Ub} Collis |e semme CE be eget Sela Bai eet Aug. 11,1891) B. H. Dutcher ..| Big Cottonwood 
| Meadows. 
31 Tits oecce LO arent tothe a sree trdle tette arntors Ieoretets CLO Dayeesyatete | creta CO =e esas Do. 


Dryobates pubescens gairdnerii. Gairdner’s Woodpecker. 

Dr. Merriam shot a specimen of this species on the north side of Te- 
hachapi Pass, California, a few miles below the summit, June 25. Mr. 
Nelson found it rare in the pinion belt of the Panamint and Grapevine 
mountains May 4 to June 15, and reported a few seen near San Luis 
Obispo the last of October. These are the only records we have for 
the species. 

Dryobates scalaris bairdi. Baird’s Woodpecker. 

The known range of this woodpecker was extended considerably by 
the observations of the expedition. In the Mohave Desert it was not 
uncommon among the giant yueccas at Hesperia, east of Cajon Pass, 
where a pair was secured January 4 and 5. Dr. Merriam saw one at 
the Upper Cottonwood Springs at the east base of the Charleston 
Mountains, Nevada, April 30, one in Vegas Wash May 2, another 
near the mouth of the Santa Clara, Utah, May 14, and shot an adult 
male and saw others in the cottonwoods where Beaverdam Creek joins 
the Virgin in northwestern Arizona, May 9. 

In 1889 Mr. Bailey found it common in the timber along the Santa 
Clara in January, among the yuecas at Dolan and Mud springs in 
Detrital Valley, Arizona, in February, and in the river bottom at Fort 
Mohave in March. . 


Record of specimens collected of Dryobates scalaris bairdi, 


Col- 


-lector’s| Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
G@ \eBeaverdam; Ariz”. 2-22 -. sees May 9,1891 | C. Hart Merriam. . 
Bio 9 | blesperiat Calito S See sein Jan. 4,1891 | A. K. Fisher ...... 
COG || t= ee (RES ae douaasssoncentas EMI oO) se COM e | ewan C Operate rete er 


Dryobates nuttallii. Nuttall’s Woodpecker. 

This species was first observed in Cajon Pass in the San Bernardino 
Mountains, Calif., where a fine adult male was secured January2. My. 
Palmer saw several at Old Fort Tejon, July 1, and Dr. Merriam 
secured a specimen between Walker Basin and Caliente, June 24, 
In the Sierra Nevada several were seen on the western slope of Walker 
Pass, July 2—13; it was not uncommon along the valley of Kern River 
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July 3-13; was common at Walker Basin, July 135-16; and at Three 
Rivers it was not uncommon, and was found along the East Fork of the 
Kaweah River as high as the lower edge of the conifers. It was seen on 
several occasions at Bakersfield, in the San Joaquin Valley, July 17-20; 
and Mr. Nelson saw several around San Emigdio, and a few along the 
coast from San Simeon to Carpenteria in November and December, 1891, 


Record of specimens collectea of Dryobates nutlallit. 


Col- 
lector’s | Sex. Locality. Daie. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
201 ¢ Eajoneass, @alinies eye acer Jan, 2, 1891 | A. K. Fisher ..... 
366 | fim} Walker Pass, Calit......-.---.- CMUDIS 2a 3 Ole | eee LO near Pete homsata arate 


Xenopicus albolarvatus. White-headed Woodpecker. 

The white-headed woodpecker was rather common in the higher parts 
of the Sierra Nevada, in California. Mr. Nelson noted a few at the 
head of Owens River, and found it common on the divide between the 
Merced and San Joaquin rivers, on the western slope. In the Sequoia 
National Park it was common, going in pairs and frequenting the more 
open pine woods. Several were seen at Horse Corral Meadows, August 
9-13, and in Kings River Canon, August 15. 

It was seen also at Big Cottonwood Meadows, August 26; at Whitney 
Meadows the last of August; at Soda Springs or Kern River Lakes, 
September 3; and along the Hast Fork of the Kaweah River, from the 
lower edge of the pines to and above Mineral King, the last of July and 
September 13-14, Mr. Palmer saw onein Tejon Pass, July 12, and Mr. 
Nelson observed several near the summit of Mount Pifos, in October. 


Lecord of specimens collected of Xenopicus albolarvatus. 


Col- 
pees Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
oO. 
? | Sierra Nevada, Calif............ July 30,1891] V. Bailey......... East Fork of 
Kaweah River. 
ADB) GY he ectere 1G etree rere ete ee ae Aug. 6,1891} A. K. Fisher.....- Sequoia National 


| Park. 


Sphyrapicus varius nuchalis. Red-naped Sapsucker. 

The single record of this woodpecker is a male, killed by Mr. Nelson 
among the pinons on the west slope of the mountains northwest of 
Charleston Peak, Nevada, February 12, 1891. 

Sphyrapicus ruber. Red-breasted Sapsucker. 

The red-breasted woodpecker was not met with east of the Sierra 
Nevada. Mr. Palmer secured a specimen at Halsted Meadows, in the 
Sequoia National Park, where it was not uncommon, August 3. It was 
common at Horse Corral Meadows, around the edges of clearings and 
in the willow clumps, August 9-13; was seen at Soda Springs or Kern 
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River Lakes by Mr. Bailey and the writer in August and September; 
and on the Kaweah River, below the pines, September 12. Mr. Nelson 
noted it at the head of Owens River and on the western slope, where it 
was rather more common. He also saw a few at Mount Pinos about 
the middle of October, and Mr. Palmer say a few-in Tejon Pass, July 12. 


Record of specimens collected of Sphyrapicus ruber. 


Col- 
Hogeers Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
0. 
140| o¢ Sterra-Newada, Califis....:2..... July 24.1891 | IF’. Stephens.....] . 
AN Bai Perle Wee oe Cee Bie A ie oat aS Rata PRC, Aug. 12,1891 | A. K.¥isher....| Horse Corral 
Meadows. 
ATS |) (eipiafas* MLO, Yous om area RO one A AKC) Se ee pee CLO ceaty ara peta 0. 
ltt. fem. SEM: aioe PR on SEI s Soeeee oe UO St eetage Wa Darlene See o Kern River Lakes. 


Sphyrapicus thyroideus. Williamson’s Sapsucker. 

Williamson’s woodpecker is not uncommon in a number of places in 
the Sierra Nevada, in California. Mr. Nelson saw one at the head of 
Owens River, and a few on the western slope opposite that place. 
Several were seen at Horse Corral Meadows, August 1 1-13; at Whitney 
Meadows about September 1; and the species was common at Big 
Cottonwood Meadows, August 25-27, where Mr. Dutcher killed several 
earlier in the season. It was noted at Soda Springs or Kern River 
Lakes, early in September; at Mineral King, the last of July and the 
second week in September, and was seen once on Mount Piiios about 
the middle of October. 


Record of specimens collected of Sphyunipicus thyroideus. 


Col- ' 
lector’s| Sex. Locality. Date. Cellector. Remarks. 
0. . 
410 roo SicrrawNevada. Calis o-oo sss oc} Aug. 11,1891 | A, K. Wisher....| Horse Corral 
: Meadows. 
aT ye a DBD ee Bs ore ae ears ac hous Aug, 2, 1891 | V. Batley ..-..- Mineral King. 
one Magee iT eats ee Chi A oe ohio. ata poeeyaeres Auz. 4,189! | B.H. Duteher...| Big Cottonwood 
| Meadows. 
DS) a voieeti\en eae (Oy. eee ee oe eh ee ae eat Gh = cote [noche em eS Do. 
eH me CO | aa CN nea tae ae HIOo oases ee ee Do. 
423 fot ere (Ona ey eee ies Oe Peeks “Aus . 26,1891 | A. K. Fisher .... Os: 
156 | Sim. | pee eon MOA oe aR ay Wel an a hee | | Aug. 21,1891 | Fo Stephenrs...-- Olancha Peak. 


Ceophlceus pileatus. Pileated Woodpecker. 

This handsome woodpecker was not observed except in the Sierra 
Nevada, in California, where Mr. Nelson found it common at an altitude 
of about 1980 meters (6,500 feet) in the Mariposa grove of big trees near 
Wawona and along the Merced River. The writer heard it a number of 
times in the Sequoia National Park early in August, and Mr. Palmer 
saw a pair in Kings River Cafion, August 14. 

Melanerpes formicivorus bairdi. Californix Woodpecker, 

The California woodpecker was not seen east of the western slope of 

the Sierra Nevada. Dr. Merriam found itin Walker Basin June 24; in 
12731—No. 7——-4 
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Tehachapi Pass, June 25; and inthe Catiada de las Uvas, where it was 
breeding abundantly, June 28-29. At Three Rivers, in the foot hills, 
the species was common July 25-30, and September 14-17, at which time 
it was feeding on acorns. 

In Walker Basin the writer saw several families along a fence row 
where they were feeding on srasshoppers, July 13-16, and on the 14th 
the species was common among the pines on the ridge above the valley, 

All along the road between ‘Tulare and Visalia in the San Joaquin 
Valley, this woodpecker was common among the oaks, July 22-24, As 
many as ten individuals were seen in one tree. 

Mr. Nelson found it common and generally distributed among the oaks 
in the San Joaquin Valley, and along the route from San Simeon to Santa 
Paula, during the last three months of the year. 


Record of specimens collected of Melanerpes formicivorus bairdi. 


Col- 
lector’s| Sex. Loeality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
_ = ie 2 hx pe es ee 
889 | o | Walker Basin, Calif.......----- June 14,1891} A. a Fisher ....-. 


401; ¢ | Wak Rihiek, (ORIGNl, aoe manent oeatoce Gay 2aeLOOL | Osa chee ates 


Melanerpes torquatus. Lewis’s Woodpecker. 

This woodpecker was quite common in Walker Basin, where it was 
seen June 24 and July 13-16. The birds were stationed along the fence 
rows and on trees, from which they made frequent excursions to the 
eround to capture grasshoppers. The stomachs of a number examined 
contained nothing but the remains of this insect. 

It was seen by Dr. Merriam and Mr. Palmer near Old Fort Tejon, in 
the Canada de las Uvas, the latter part of June. Mr. Nelson saw one 
on the plateau at the head of Owens Valley in July and on the east 
slope of the Sierra at the head of Owens River in the latter part of July. 
At Three Rivers, in the western foothills, it was common among the 
oaks September 12-17. 


Record of specimens collected of Melanerpes tor quatus. 


Col- 
eve Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
0. 
| 

888 im Walker Basin, California-.-.... July 13,1891 | A. K. Fisher ...... 

TL Were: Ora Eprala etre eels tees pe ee ae Os eee— WV. Bailey ..2..5252 

fomeeiel Weeaae OO eRe eet cane AoE amas nl Peale do . BUS ee metre ds 

OP AVI a me ares Ot ee A Bs arsed te mi CLO senso Corts settee als 


Melanerpes uropygialis. Gila Woodpecker. 


A specimen of this woodpecker was taken by Mr. Bailey near Fort 
Mohave, Ariz., in March, 1889. 


Colaptes cafer. Red-shafted Flicker. 
The red-shafted flicker was seen in many places, though it was com- 
paratively rare over the greater part of the country traversed. 
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In Nevada, Mr. Nelson saw this woodpecker in Pahrump and Vegas 
valleys during the latter part of February and first of March. Mr. 
Stephens observed it in the Grapevine Mountains March 20-26 and 
found it common at the Queen mine J uly 11-16. Dr. Merriam saw two 
in the nut pine zone on Mount Magruder June 6, and the writer shot an 
individual, the only one seen, at Ash Meadows, March 2, At Pahrump 
ranch, Mr. Nelson saw where one had drilled four holes through the 
boards in the gable end of a building used as a granary, and each time 
a piece of tin had been placed over the hole. When he was there, the 
bird had just completed a fifth hole, close to the others. 

In California, it was common just outside of the town of San Bernar- 
dino the last of December, 1890, and was observed in Cajon Pass Jan- 
uary 1-2. At Hesperia, in the Mohave Desert, a number were seen 
among the tree yuccas January 3-4. 

Mr. Nelson found the species in the Inyo Mountains the latter part 
of June, and stated that it occurred wherever there was moisture 
enough to support a growth of the higher pines in the mountains or of 
cottonwoods in the valleys. He also found it common from the head of 
Owens Valley up to timber line in the White Mountains in J uly. Dr. 
Merriam saw a red-shafted flicker at Furnace Creek, in Death Valley, 
April 10, among the willows and mesquite; one at Hot Springs, Pana- 
mint Valley, about April 20, and another in the Panamint Mountains a 
few days earlier. In the Argus Range, the writer saw one at Maturango 
Spring May 14, several in the Coso Mountains during the latter part 
of the same month, and a number in the higher portions of the Pana- 
mint Mountains the last week in June. In Owens Valley, it was seen 
by Mr. Nelson at Lone Pine, in December, 1890, and by Mr. Stephens 
at Independence Creek, Bishop Creek, and Benton during the summer. 

This woodpecker was not uncommon in Walker Pass, along the val- 
ley of the Kern River, at Kernville, and in Walker Basin during the 
first half of July. On the High Sierra it was seen in the Sequoia Na- 
tional Park the first week in August; at Horse Corral Meadows Au- 
gust 9-13; in Kings River Cafion August 13-16; at Menache Meadows 
May 24-26; at Big Cottonwood Meadows June 15 to September; at 
Whitney Meadows the last of August; Soda Springs or Kern River 
Lakes, August and first part of September; and at Mineral King and 
down the west slope to Three Rivers in the foothills during the first 
two weeks in September. 

Dr. Merriam saw it in the Caflada de las Uvas June 28-29, and the 
writer observed it at Bakersfield July 17-20. Mr. Bailey recorded the 
Species from Monterey September 20 to October 9, and Mr. Nelson 
reported it common in the Tejon Mountains, in the San Joaquin Valley, 
at San Luis Obispo, and along the route between San Simeon and Car- 
penteria during the fall and early winter. 


Phalenoptilus nuttalli. Poor-will. 
The poor-will was common in a nrmber of localities visited by the 
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expedition. In Death Valley a speciinen was obtained at Bennett 
Wells January 28, another at Saratoga Springs February 4; and the 


™ 


species was seen and heard by Dr. Merriam at Furnace Creek April - 


10, and in Mesquite Valley April 18. One was seen in the Fyneral 
Mountains March 21. At Ash Meadows, Nevada, one or two were 
seen and others heard during the first part of March. In Nevada Dr, 
Merriam found it common on Mount Magruder June 4-9, where he saw 
and heard one or more every evening and obtained a specimen, On 
Gold Mountain he heard it at the deserted mining camp June 3, in 
Pahranagat Valley May 22-26, at Sheep Spring in the Juniper Moun- 
tains, May 18, and at Vegas ranch May 1. In Utah he heard it along 
Shoal Creek, near the Escalante Desert, May 17. 

Mr. Nelson found the species in the Panamint and Grapevine moun- 
tains, where it was a rare breeder in the sage-brush belt. He saw and 
heard a few from the bottom of Saline Valley up to the pitons in the 
Inyo Mountains, found itas high as2,650 meters (8,700 feet) in the White 
Mountains, and also on the plateau at the head of Owens Valley. In 
Owens Valley aspecimen was taken at the mouth of the cation at Lone 
Pine, June 12; Mr. Stephens saw two at Olancha May 16-23, and others 
at Independence Creek June 18-23, and at the Queen mill and mine, 
Nevada, July 11-16. The same observer saw one at Borax Flat, near 
the southern end of the Argus Range, the last of April. Mr. F. W, 
Koch collected two fresh eggs May 6 above Maturango Spring, where 
it was common. At Coso it was heard or seen every evening during 
the latter half of May. It was common at Hot Springs in Panamint 
Valley, April 10-25; and at Wild Rose Spring, in the Panamint Moun- 
tains, June 25. 


Record of specimens collected of Phalenoptilus nuttalli. 


Col- 
lector’s| Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
Q | Death Valley, Calif...........- Jan, 28,1891 | E. W. Nelson..-.-- Bennett Wells. 
py || Sater Of ee eerie oe leas Senin oe Pepsi: T8010 sas 260. a seo eae) Saratoga Springs. 
246 | o | Coso Mountains, Calif..-...... May 22,1891 | A. K. Fisher -.... 
337 fe) @Owens Valley, Calif ...-.-.-.. Avahited akeent oe Stk sae eee eames Lone Pine. 
41} og | Grapevine Mountains, Calif....- Apr. 1,1891 | F. Stephens..-.....| Grapevine Spring. 
e) Mount Magruder, Nev ...-...--.- June 4,1891 | C. Hart Merriam. - 


———$$<$——— 


Phalznoptilus nuttalli californicus. California Poor-will. 

This race of the poor-will was common in Kern Valley, where Mr. 
Bailey secured a specimen July 8. One was seen on the road from 
Kaweah to the Sequoia National Park July 31. It would await until 
the horse nearly stepped on it, then fly ahead some distance and alight 
on the road again, which manceuver it repeated several times. Mr. 
Bailey saw a poor-will at Trout Meadows in the High Sierra, which 
probably belonged to this race. Dr. Merriam shot one at Twin Oaks, 
at the foot of the Granite range, in San Diego County, July 10, where 
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several were observed to alight in the same place every evening in a 
dusty road under the spreading branches of a live-oak tree. 


Record of specimens collected of Phalenoptilus nuttalli californicus. 


ol- 
lector’s; Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
Gu jotetneRiven Galt. sec -s500 oo. July 8,1891 | V. Bailey....2...- South Fork. 
eee ks: San Diego County, | July10,1891 | C. Hart Merriam.. 
alif. 


Chordeiles virginianus henryi. Western Nighthawk. : 

It is a source of great regret that specimens of nighthawks were not 
secured at the various places where they were found by the members 
of the expedition. This neglect makes it impossible to properly sepa- 
rate the range of the present from that of the following species in the 
region under consideration. 

The only specimen of the western nighthawk secured was one col- 
lected by the writer in Death Valley, at Furnace Creek, June19. At 
this place the nighthawks began to fly just after sunset and were very 
common over the alfalfa fields at the ranch. Nighthawks supposed to 
belong to this species were seen in Pahranagat Valley, Nevada, May 
22-26, on Mount Magruder, Nevada, June 4-8, and in the High Sierra, 
at Trout, Whitney, and Big Cottonwood meadows, during the summer 
and autumn. 

Chordeiles texensis. Texas Nighthawk. 

Fortunately, a larger number of specimens of this night-hawk was 
taken than of the preceding species, though not enough to enable the 
satisfactory mapping of its distribution in California and Nevada. 

The Texas nighthawk was a very common breeder in most parts of 
Owens Valley, where it occurred as far north at least as Bishop. Around 
Owens Lake and Lone Pine large numbers were observed every night, 
and at the former place many were seen skimming close to the water 
in pursuit of a small fly (Hphydra hians), which was swarming on and 
near the shore. 

The species was not uncommon along the South Fork of the Kern 
River, where Mr. Bailey secured a specimen July 8, and at Bakersfield, 
in the San Joaquin Valley, where several were seen and one secured 
about the middle of the month. 

Dr. Merriam saw it during the breeding season in Oasis Valley and 
Ash Meadows, Nev., and at other points in the Amargosa Desert, and 
also in the Mohave Desert, in California. He saw one at Saratoga 
Springs at the south end of Death Valley, April 26, and two at Resting 
Springs in the Amargosa Desert, April 27. He found it common at the 
mouth of Beaverdam Creek, Arizona, May 9, and secured two fresh eggs 
at St. George, in the Lower Santa Clara Valley, Utah, May 13. Another 
was shot in the Virgin Valley, near the eastern boundary of Nevada, 
May 8. Nighthawks which probably belonged to this species were 
Seen in Pahrump and Vegas valleys, Nevada, and Saline Valley, Cali- 
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fornia. This nighthawk had the habit of alighting on the dusty roads, 
just at dusk, where it sat motionless for a time, though in a few in- 
stances it was observed to make a series of hopping flights, alighting 
at short intervals for a moment only. 


Record of specimens collected of Chordeiles texensis. 


cen Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
Beaverdam Creek, Ariz.....--- May 10, 1891} V. Bailey -..--...-.. } 
125 g Owens Valley, Calif...-.. ee alos June 29, 1891| F. Stephens --......- Bishop. 
S195 | it eee LO ree eye Pewee eee June 8, 1891] AK. Fisher ........ Lone Pine, 
sefell) Or [eee He ae bie per iinon cere .| June a LSE 8 RY PAMIRES & ce direst Poe Cee ee a Do. 
Score) ree itarot re LO eee ree ete eee one rena dae, 18Od ee Giese eee. a oe Do. 
BSG. |) sll lect BO eee hoes Sou eUDse IO DIOGNS AU sen agdlore. do ...---..-----.- Do. 
aie Se oe iki att CAARE Oe nm ‘June 13, 1891 | C. Hart Merriam.... Do. 
O85 4|| BCorg ica, ili PRS ae ea 3 June 2.1891} A. K. Ffsher........ Keeler. 
OE) yee legesse COG ce eeracise tae antiecsoe May 31, 1891} F. Stephens......... Ash Creek. 
a ,| Kern River, Calif. 22.2.2 -22252 J ‘ay 8, 1891 | V. Bailey ..---.2..25 South Fork. 
398} @ | Bakersfield, Calif.............-- July 19, 1891 | A. K. Fisher........ 


Cypseloides niger. Black Swift. 

The black swift was first observed at Owens Lake near Keeler, Calif., 
where a number were seen flying back and forth over the salt meadows 
on May 31. On June 2, twenty or more were seen feeding over the 
same meadow and five specimens were collected. From the condition 
of the ovaries of the female secured, it was evident that the eggs had 
been laid. When the flock left the marsh, it rose high in the air and 
went in the direction of the cliffs in the Inyo Mountains, near Cerro 
Gordo, where a colony evidently was breeding. Near the upper end of 
the lake, and about 6 miles north of Keeler, several were seen on June 
4and again on June15. At Lone Pine, five passed over camp early 
on the morning of June 7, and a number were seen at the mouth of the 
cation above the town June 12. Dr. Merriam saw a number and secured 
one at the north end of Owens Lake, June 12, and saw half a dozen at 
Olancha, at the south end of the lake, June 20. Mr. Stephens saw a 
dozen or more at the latter place May 23 and secured two June 4. On 
the former date they were flying high out of range, in company with 
white-throated swifts and white-bellied swallows. The same observer 
saw this species at Independence Creek, June 20, and at Bishop Creek, 
August 6. 

On the South Fork of Kern River three swifts were seen which un- 
doubtedly belonged to thisspecies, and on several occasions black swifts 
were seen in Kings River Cafion, August 13-16. 


Record of specimens collected of Cypseloides niger. 


Col- j 
feue Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
0. 
ne = ee Inyo County, Calif..... June 2, 1891) A. K. Fisher........ 
SE Eee ath a aed ae ey ol Dre Pekar Pas aire Ae Lengths ancien, OOo ae 
281 Coe alas: ae Se eect a eee ee ev ne COAG yee G de NII Lie lc te 
282 Oe Pees a ee tS Sipe os Pre appar Pirie SoA a do 


Bete EUs Olea geet seta eek mason Bape ll le! Kae gees aeeteg bd bh S. Palmer........ 
rot Opa alkken Cait. |) 5) wee June i2, 1891 | C. Hart Merriam .. 


WSx1 atu aia ce Se Que swis. glad ean eee, | June 4, 1891] F. St ..2s-+-..| Olancha, 
alee eae ates cubbines Gage arse a ; oe eephens Olancha 


Cee 
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Chetura vauzxii. Vaux’s Swift. 


Vaux’s swift was seen a few times only in the valleys on each side 
of the Sierra Nevada. Mr. Stephens saw it nearly every day and se- 
cured a specimen at Olancha, near the south end of Owens Lake, where 
it was migrating, May 16-23. 

Mr. Belding saw large flocks in the Yosemite Valley. The writer 
saw a few at Three Rivers, in the western foothills of the Sierra, Sep- 
tember 13-14, and at Visalia on September 18. 


Aéronautes melanoleucus. White-throated Switt. . 

White-throated swifts were common at a number of places in the 
desert valleys and ranges during the spring and summer. In Johnson 
Cafion, in the Panamint Mountains, Calif., Mr. Palmer saw one March 26, 
and Mr. Nelson secured one near the same place, April 12. The latter 
observer found the species to be a common summer resident in por- 
tions of the Panamint and Grapevine mountains visited. The last of 
May he saw them going in and out of crevices in the steep walls above 
Willow Creek, and in June found them frequenting the cliffs in Cotton- 
wood Canon, 750 meters (2,500 feet) above Salt Wells, and observed them 
about the cliffs in Boundary Caiion in the Grapevine Range. They were 
frequently seen in the morning and evening hunting over Saline Valley. 
In the Panimint Mountains north of Telescope Peak, Mr. Bailey and 
the writer saw several hundred of these swifts flying back and forth 
over a hillside, and a few above the summit of the peak, June 23. The 
males uttered at short intervals a series of notes which, when a num- 
~ ber joined in the performance, produced a not unpleasant impression. 
In Death Valley Dr. Merriam saw a flock at Mesquite Wells, April 8; 
Mr. Burnett saw individuals flying over the reservoir at Furnace Creek, 
April 15; and the writer killed a number of specimens at the latter 
place, June 20. Im the Argus Range swifts were seen in Shepherd 
Canon the last of April, and along the divide above Maturango Spring 
during the first half of May. 

In Nevada Dr. Merriam saw several at Pahroe Spring, May 22; at Ash 
Meadows, May 30; and in Oasis Valley and the upper part of Amargosa 
Desert, June 1, when they were observed in aérial coition. In Utah Dr. 
Merriam saw several small flocks in the Lower Santa Clara Valley, May 
11-15. Mr. Nelson found it breeding in the Inyo Mountains, Calif., June 
24-July 4, and sparingly in the White Mountains in July. White- 
throated swifts were common in many places in Owens Valley, espe- 
cially about the meadows at Owens Lake and at the mouth of the cafions. 
Along the South Fork of the Kern River they were tolerably common 
the first week in July, and a few were seen flying over the Sequoia 
National Park the first week in August. Mr. Nelson found them at the 
head of Owens River; also along all the streams visited on the western 
Slope of the Sierra, and in the Yosemite Valley up to timber line. They 
bred everywhere in crevices in the cafion walls. He saw several flocks 
in the Ojai Valley in December. . 
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Record of specimens collected of Aéronautes melanoleucus. 


Col- : 
lector’ s| Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
Q | Panamint Mountains, Calif ..-.) Apr. 11,1891] E. W. Nelson ----- 
43.| 9 | Death Valley, Calit --....--.... Apr. 9,1891| EF. Stephens-..-.-- Furnace Creek, 
345 | Q |... omenes ee OT Pes eens ree June 20, 1891] A. K. Fisher ...... Do. 
346 OF || ee ae Me ed Pt eater a Or ae soe BE ETC Nee cts ae eee Do. 
Sieg | OS NS See ere a oor ct ce AKO op bee ea ECL ON WA nore a are bere Do. 
Ss Bee (2 Wlibeeyvat ete See ne ee June 2, 1891 7, 5. Falmer. ...- 
Ob), 36— je Orvrenseuake;, Cali tse ae ee June 12, 1e91 | FE. Stephens..-.--. Olancha. 


Trochilus alexandri. Black-chinned Hummingbird, 

The black-chinned hummingbird is common in Owens Valley, Cali- 
fornia, where it was found at the following localities: At Lone Pine a 
number of specimens were secured in June; At Olancha Mr. Stephens 
found it common, May 16-23; at Ash Creek, May 30-June 3; a few at 
Independence Creek, June 18-23; Alvord, June 26-28; ie young of 
the year were common at Fish Sines. J uly 2-3. At Olancha he 
secured a very interesting specimen whicls in its specific characters was 
intermediate between this species and Costa’s hummer, and was prob- 
ably a hybrid. He found a nest containing three eges in an orchard 
at the same place, May 16. Mr. Nelson found it common on both slopes 
of the Inyo Mountains from the valleys up to the pinons, wherever 
there was water enough to produce a growth of willows and other de- 
ciduous trees. In Walker Basin, where it was not common, Mr. Bailey 
secured a specimen, July 14, and another was taken at Bakersfield in 
the San Joaquin Valley, July 19, At Old Fort Tejon Mr. Palmer 
secured an immature bird in July, which he referred to this species. 

Dr. Merriam saw several and secured two at the mouth of Beaver- 
dam Creek, Arizona, May 9, and found the species common in the Lower 
Santa Clara Valley, Utah, where four nests containing fresh eggs were 
found, May 11-14. AIl the nests (one of which contained three eggs) 
were placed on low branches of cottonwoods, generally within easy 
reach from the ground. 


Record of specimens collected of Trochilus alexandri. 


Col- 
aon Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
Oo. 
Oo Sanbas Clara With se. = ec ee May 11, 1891 | C. Hart Merriam. . 
fed Beaverdam Creek, PAST ii a nee ee May 91891) V. Bailey.....:-.. 
58 fe) Owens Valley, Nae wks e oy ob May 16,1891 | EF. een te Pet Olancha, set 3 eggs, 
65 sap oles hoe CLD WED eaten eke Ce ye May USNS SON || reat pee Ash Creek, 
ON yee isa eee CL Geo es ee See eee me OMUMESHO AO reeee clea are ee soe Olancha. 
Con me NVetiisere Basin aGrliin ot ss seee oe July 14.1891 | V. Bailey......... « 
400 | Q | Bakersfield, Calif........--...-. July 19,1891 | A. IX. Fisher... .-- 
311}; oo | Owens V alley, Cahiae scent LB VECT Ce ECE RITA # Gh ee eee emit G Lone Pine. 
pi2) Pao ewes LO Pn eR ee ek EOP, SPY =o. ee Gocmlieree ee ee sree Do. 
314 Ce alae ween Kiss en aa oe Bf Se eh een at ‘June SOLS OL eee) haere ae alee Do. 


Calypte costze. Costa’s Hummingbird. 


Costa’s hummingbird is the eommon species of the desert valleys 
and mountains of southern California and Nevada. One was seen at 
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Resting Springs in the Amargosa Desert, California, February 13; a 
number were seen in the Funeral Mountains March 22; at Furnace 
Creek, Death Valley, April 12; and in Emigrant Cajion, in the Pana- 
mint Mountains, April 14, It was common in Johnson and Surprise 
cafions, where it was seen near all the springs and streams during 
April, and in the latter cation a half-completed nest was found April 
19, Several were seen at Hot Springs in Panamint Valley, April 19-25, 
and at Leach Point Spring April 25. Costa’s hummingbird was the 
only species met with by Mr. Nelson in the Panamint and Grapevine 
Mountains, where he found it a common breeder, during May and June. 

In Nevada, Dr. Merriam found it tolerably common on Mount Ma- 
eruder June 4-8; in Pahranagat Valley May 22-25; at Mountain Spring, 
Charleston Mountains: and at Upper Cottonwood Springs at the eae 
ern base of these mountains, April 30. In Vegas Wash he found a 
nest containing two full-fledged young May 3; at the Bend of the Colo- 
rado one containing two fresh eggs May 4; ed at Bitter Spring in 
the Muddy Mountains, another containing no fresh eggs, May 5. Mr. 
Nelson saw one in Vegas Wash, Nevada, March 10; and Mr. Stephens 
reported it from the Grapevine Mountains and Oasis Valley from the 
middle to the latter part of the month. Dr. Merriam found it common 
among the junipers on the eastern side of the Beaverdam Mountains, 
Utah, May 11. 

In nis Argus Range, California, the species was very common at 
Maturango Spring, and in Shepherd Canon, where several nests were 
found in the low bushes along the edges of the canton. Those contain- 
ing two fresh eggs each were taken April 27, April 28, and May 7, 
and one containing full-fledged young, April 27. At Coso the species 
was very abundant and several of its nests werefound. Various kinds 
of plants were used as nesting sites, though the branching cactus 
(Opuntia echinocarpa) was most commonly chosen. Usually the struc- 
ture was placed on the top of a lower branch, a foot or so from the 
ground, and under an overhanging mass of thick spiny branches, which 
formed a protection for the parent bird from the sun and weather, as 
well as its enemies. At Coso one of these hummers was seen on a bright 
moonlight evening hovering about a bunch of flowers, and was heard 
again later in the same night. During our last trip to Death Valley 
Mr. Bailey saw one at Furnace Creek June 19, and the species was 
abundant all through the Panamint Mountains. Just at daylight on 
the morning of June 25, before the shadow had risen out of Wild Rose 
Cafion, a Costa’s hummingbird came and hovered within a foot of our 
camp fire, probably mistaking it from the distance for a bunch of bright 
flowers. It was observed on several occasions that any bright-colored 
object placed in a conspicuous position attracted this bird. In Owens 
Valley this hummingbird was more or Jess common, especially along 
the eastern slope of the Sierra Nevada, where it was associated with 
the black-chinned hummer. Several were seen on the eastern slope of 
Walker Pass July 1, and in Reche Caiion September 22-24. 
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The male Costa’s hummingbird has a peculiar habit, probably 
closely associated with the season of courtship, of flying up in the 
air to a considerable height and then swooping down with great ve- 
locity until near the ground, when it rises to its former position, to 
repeat the manceuver fifteen or twenty times before settling on some 
perch to rest. The course taken by the bird forms a parabolic curve, 
and when on the descent a booming, rushing noise is made, which can 
be heard at a considerable distance. 


Record of specimens collected of Calypte coste. — 
ee i i So es LS 


Col- 
lector’s| Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 

59 | ff Owens Valley, Calif.......... May 20, 1891 | ¥. Stephens..... Olancha. Hybrid be- 
tween I. coste and 
fT. alexandri. 

Gasper Or Ae. c aes (CRO fae a A Ohm May 31,1891 |..... GOMe ee gee Ash Creek. Parent 
of nest and eggs. 

139 | o Panamint Mountains, Calif...) Mar.26,1891 | A. K. Fisher_...! Johnson Cation. 
TE) Se dace a he TOK pL Nae ete Mil. as ese, Jago EC ARNEL |e re On teParee ott Surprise Cafion. 
T6S5 lee Ulhsele (GaP eye oe Oe! FACT LOO Tir ee er ChOjson cee Ses Do. 
L6Galece Jee we. Oe ochre oper steers oe Apr. 20,1891 |..... ClO eee ao Do. 
LOTRIRCtee alscodeteee CRO pc ae rey ee ara Sewn dO sess oie okies fae Do. 
ee BOA ees (Oo ea eee. ee eens Mar. 27,1891 | E. W. Nelson...| Johnson Cafion. 
Sie lee CLR ea ee TE re Mar. 28,1891 |..... tvs sot Saean Do. 
J rach ERE Tea panies Sh Oe MWe ene April 4,1891 |....- CORte tee, Do. 
Sa) laces: CG: ROMER eR ae See Saas Apr.11,1891 |..... MOnRS eh Sakae Do. 
Bem Sieh CLOSF ed se a Sere aes Apr. 14,1891 |....- (DU ere terse see = Surprise Cafion. 
Oe ah a ee ee day orciaton ate oe May 12,1891 |..... (lO apie a 
Q TE es sh OUD tn yeyin 2 ee Ne Beeson May 23,1891 |..... CO Jo searees Willow Creek. Par- 
ent of nest and eggs. 
192 | 9 Argus Range, Calif .......... Apr. 29,1891 | A. K. Fisher....| Shepherd Cation. 
Parent of No. 191. 
191 | of juv. |.....-- CRO ce eae ceeetaay iene seen es CLOW eres freee Oe ee ger Shepherd Canon. 
20ST OR” Mea dent Oe a one ees betes has May 7, 1891 |..... (LOvcectens otc ae Shepherd Canon. 
Nest and eggs. 
268 | 9 Coso Mountains, Calif........ May 28,1891 |..... (CI Pee mh eh a Nest and eggs. 
fol Ash Meadows, Nev.........- May 30,1891 | V. Bailey ....... 
ee Charleston Mountains, Nev...! Apr. 30,1891 |..... Cowes. Tiida 
J a BAe, NV Ae Oe May 19,1891 |....-. GO e,200 eee ae, 


a a = 
Calypte anna. Anna’s Hummingbird. 

A large hummer was seen in the Cajon Pass in the San Bernardino 
Mountains on January 2, which was probably this species. Mr. Stephens 
Saw a number, mostly immature males, on the side of Reche Canon, 
September 22-24; Mr. Bailey found the Species common at Monterey, 
where he secured specimens October 3 and 6, and Mr. Nelson found it 
common at Morro Bay, and saw a few south of that place in November. 


Record of specimens collected of Calypte anna. 


Col- 
sea Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
0. 
S$ | Monterey, Calif ................ Oct. 3, 1891 | V. Baileyesscccnsse 
Gogh tacts hie Ei eye eee Oct. 6; 1891 |...... (OUD Sa spd ras 


Selasphorus platycercus. Broad-tailed Hummin gbird. 

The broad-tailed hummer was found by Dr. Merriam at Sheep Spring 
in the Juniper Mountains, Nevada, where an adult male was secured 
and many others seen May 19, Mr. Nelson reported it as common on 


MAY, 1893.] BIRDS OF THE DEATH VALLEY EXPEDITION. 59 


the western slope of the Sierra Nevada, California, opposite the head 
of Owens River, and Mr. Palmer secured a specimen in the Sequoia’ 
National Park August 4, 


Selasphorus rufus. Rufous Hummingbird. 


The Rufous hummingbird was seen only in the Sierra Nevada, in 
California. Mr. Nelson found it common at the head of Owens River, 
and on the western slope from timber line down into the Yosemite Val- 
ley. While crossing the divide between the heads of the San J oaquin 
and Merced rivers he saw a number of these birds crossing from the 
latter to the former river. The species was common in the Sequoia 
National Park, where a specimen was taken August 4; and at Horse 
Corral Meadows August 9-13; one was seen in Kings River Cafion 
August 15, and one at Kearsarge Pass August 18. 

At Mineral King it was common from above timber-line down to the 
lower part of the pines early in August and again in September. It 
was unusually common on the south side of Farewell Gap, on Septem- 
ber 5, where large numbers were observed flying about in the attempt 
to dry and warm themselves, after a cold rain and hail storm. 

Stellula calliope. Calliope Hummingbird. 

None of our party obtained this hammingbird. Mr. Belding observed 
it at Crocker’s, near the Yosemite Valley, in May 1891, and Dr. W. J. 
Hoffman reported it from Owens Valley, where it was found breeding 
in July. ‘One nest with eggs was found perched over and within a 
short distance of a noisy mountain stream, where it was no doubt fre- 
quently subjected to the dashing spray” (Bull. U. S. Geol. and Geog. 
Sur., Hayden, VI, 1881, 237). | 

Mr. Henshaw saw a single individual in the Tejon Mountains, August 
17, 1875. 

Tyrannus tyrannus. Kingbird. 

At Olancha, near the southern end of Owens Lake, Mr. Bailey and the 
writer saw a common kingbird, June 29. It was so near that identi- 
fication was positive. The Arkansas flycatchers seemed to be ill dis- 
posed towards the stranger and were chasing and diving at it whenever 
it took wing. 

Tyrannus verticalis. Arkansas Kingbird. 

The Arkansas flycatcher was common in most of the valleys traversed 
by the expedition. In California one was seen at Raymond Well, in 
Salt Wells Valley, and another in the Coso Valley, May 1, in which 
latter place it became common a few days later. Mr. Nelson saw a few 
in Panamint, Saline, and Mesquite Valleys, in May and June; near the 
valleys on both slopes of the Inyo Mountains, the last of June; and at 
the head of Owens Valley, near the White Mountains, in July. In 
Owens Valley, it was common at Lone Pine, where many young were 
seen June 4-15; at Olancha, June 29; at Big Pine, June 26-28; and 
more or less common at various other places in the valley throughout 
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the summer. Dr. Merriam found it breedin e commonly in the tree 
yuccas in Antelope Valley at the west end of the Mohave Desert, Juné 
26-27, and saw one at Resting Springs in the Amargosa Desert, April 
27. At Walker Pass a pair was seen on the east slope July 1, and the 
Species was common on the west slope the following day. It was com- 
mon also along the valley of Kern River July 3-13; at Walker Basin, 
July 13-16; at Bakersfield, in the San Joaquin Valley, July 17-20, and 
at Three Rivers and along the lower part of the Kaweah River, the last 
of July. Mr. Palmer found it abundant at Old Fort Tejon in July, and 
Mr. Nelson saw several near Nordhoff the last of December. 

In Nevada, Dr: Merriam saw it on Gold Mountain, June 3; found it 
tolerably common in Pahranagat Valley May 22-26; in Meadow Creek 
Valley, May 19; in the Valley of the Virgin near Bunkerville, May 8; 
at the Bend of the Colorado, May 4; at Vegas Ranch, May 1; and at 
Yount’s ranch in Pahrump Valley, April 29. In the Lower Santa Clara 
Valley, Utah, he found it breeding and tolerably common, May 11-15, 


Record of specimens collected of Tyrannus verticalis. 


Col 
lector’s | Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. : 
g& | Vegas Valley, Nev.......... May 1, 1891/| C. Hart Merriam -| 
205 | Q | Areus Range, Calif.......-. May 7, 1891) A. K. Fisher ......| Maturango Spring. 
BST A ely oe Oe (10g fe: RSE Bee e rl aa OF Mie yralelPen 8 Oils | Serr une ee Leena Do. 
304 | og | Owens Valley, Calif ........ pire ot ciae Coie ols al Aes CU oe an ge Lone Pine. 
Sig) eater es MOSS revo. ema, eoha rea le June 12, 1891 | F. Stephens ...... Olancha. 
DOES DPW ea be ALO Wel og. peel SOE Wee 2 ee CEO eyo nee Ores eras eee Do. 


Tyrannus vociferans. Cassin’s Kingbird. 

Dr. Merriam found this flycatcher breeding commonly among the 
live oaks at Twin Oaks, in western San Diego County, in the early 
part of July and secured a specimen July 10. One was seen at San 
Bernardino January 1. 


Myiarchus cinerascens, Ash-throated Flycatcher. 


The ash-throated flycatcher is a common resident of the desert re- 
gions of southern California, Nevada, Utah, and northern Arizona, and 
is common also west of the Sierra Nevada. In California it was first 
seen in Panamint Valley, at Hot Springs, where it arrived April 22 and 
became common almost immediately. In the Argus Range it was com- 
mon in Shepherd Cation and at Maturango Spring, where it was seen 
along the hillsides, hovering over the flowers in search of small moths 
and other insects, during the first half of May. At Coso several pairs 
were seen, and an individual was observed to devote considerable time 
to examining the open end of a 2-inch water pipe, which protruded 
from the side of an old building, evidently with an idéa of usin 2 it for 
a nesting site. Mr. Nelson found it a widely distributed species, breed- 
ing from the bottom of Mesquite, Panamint, and Saline valleys, up to 
at least 2,130 meters (7,000 feet) in the Panamint and Grapevine moun- 
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tains, where it appeared to be equally at home on the open slopes of 
the valleys, among the mesquite and larrea bushes, or in the mountains, 
in the midst of a tolerably abundant growth of pifons. He found it 
breeding as high as the upper border of the pifions ii the Inyo Moun- 
tains the last of June. 

In Nevada Dr. Merriam saw it in the tree yuecas on the east side of 
Pahrump Valley, April 29; at the Bend of the Colorado, May 4; near 
Bunkerville, in the Valley of the Virgin, May 8; on the west slope of 
the Juniper Mountains, May 19; in Pahranagat Valley, May 23; on the 
- Timpahute Mountains, May 26; found it common among the yuccas in 
Indian Spring Valley, May 28; on the south side of Gold Mountain, 
June 3; and tolerably common and evidently breeding among the nut 
pines on Mount Magruder, June 4-8. In Utah he found it breeding 
commonly in the Santa Clara Valley, May 11-15, and among the tree 
yuceas on the west side of the Beaverdam Mountains, May 10. In 
northwestern Arizona he saw several at the mouth of Beaverdam 
Creek the same day. On the summit connecting the White and Inyo 
mountains, in California, several were seen on June 9. 

At Furnace Creek, Death Valley, a pair of these birds was seen just 
above the ranch at the mouth of the canon, June 21, and the species 
was not uncommon in the Panamint Mountains up to an altitude of 
more than 2,450 meters (8,000 feet). In Owens Valley it was not un- 
common at Lone Pine, June 4-15; at Olancha, May 16-23; at Ash Creek, 
May 30-June 3; and at Benton, July 9-10. 

It was seen among the tree yuccas in Walker Pass, June 22 and July 
2-3; was common in the valley of the Kern, July 3-13; abundant in 
Walker Basin, June 24 and July 13-16; in Tehachapi Pass, June 25; 
and in the Catiada de las Uvas, June 28. A few were seen among the 
live oaks in the Granite Range in the western part of San Diego 
County, July 1-10. It was common at Bakersfield, July 17-20, and at 
Three Rivers, July 25-30. 


Record of specimens collected of Myiarchus cinerascens. 


Col- | | 
lector’s | Sex Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
- No. 
rot | Panamint Valley, Calif..--..----| Apr. 22,1891 | C. Hart Merriam..| Hot Springs. 
Tin | bere Ian ie Beso = Rae Pa ars Apr. 23,1891 | A. K. Fisher....-. Do. 
305 | & | Owens Valley, Calit.----..----- Me Ost SOs |e OWE es ole ra Lone Pine. 
101 ea eee ne Oe nln eters a ae June 13,1891 | F. Stephens...---- Olancha. 


Sayornis saya. Say’s Phebe. 

Say’s phoebe is a common species throughont the desert regions, and 
was also found west of the Sierra Nevada. It was common in the vicin- 
ity of Owens Lake in December, 1890; was seen near Daggett, in the 
Mohave Desert, January 10, 1891, and at Lone Willow Spring, January 
15. In Death Valley, it was observed at Bennett Wells and Furnace 
Creek the latter part of January; again, April 9-12 and June 19-22, 
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In Nevada it was observed at Ash Meadows in March, sparingly in 
Pahrump and Vegas valleys, and thence down to the Bend of the Colo- 
rado, and was rather common and mating in Oasis Valley in the same 
month. Dr. Merriam found itin Fish Lake Valley, June 8; on the north 
slope of Gold Mountain, June 3; at the east end of Grapevine Caiion, 
June 2, where a nest was observed in an old well at an abandoned min- 
ing shaft known as Thorp’s mill; in Ash Meadows, where a nest was 
found in an old adobe, May 30; in Pahranagat Valley, May 22-26; at 
Pahroce Spring, May 22; at the Bend of the Colorado, May 4; and in 
the Virgin Valley near Bunkerville, May 8. He saw two at the mouth 
of Beaverdam Creek, Arizona, May 9-10, and in Utah found it common 
in the lower Santa Clara Valley, breeding along the cliffs near St. 
George, May 10-11, and among the junipers on the eastern slope of the 
Beaverdam Mountains, May 10-11. 

In the Panamint Mountains the species was not seen in Johnson 
Cation, but was common in Surprise Cation, where a nest and eggs was 
found A pril 19, and also at Hot Springs, in Panamint Valley, April 20-25, 
Mr. Nelson found it commonly distributed in the bottoms of Saline, Pana- 
mint, and Mesquite valleys, ranging up in the Panamint and Grapevine 
mountains. He found the species breeding in various sheltered places, 
such as holes in clay banks, niches in rocky ledges, sides of old walls, 
and in crevices in deserted mining shafts. Inthe Argus Range it was 
commonin Shepherd Cation and at Maturango Spring, and at Coso a nest 
containing three nearly grown young was found in one of the deserted 
buildings the last of May. The species was found in the Inyo Ran ge 
up to and among the pifions, and was a-rather common breeding species 
in Owens Valley. 

Several were seenin Walker Pass, July 1-3. Say’s pheebe was com- 
mon through Kern River Valley, July 3-13, and occurred in Walker Basin 
in about equal numbers with the black pheebe, July 138-16. One was 
seen at timber line near Mineral King, September 10, and the species 
was observed along the route to Three Rivers, Seeteriher 12-16. Mr. 
Bailey found it common at Monterey, Sunteniler 28 to October 9, and 
Mr. Stephens at Reche Cation, near San Bernardino, September 29-24, 

Mr. Nelson found it common and generally distributed along the 
coast from San Simeon to Carpenteria and Santa Paula, in November 
and December, and sparingly in the San Joaquin Valley, October 5-27. 


Record of specimens collected of Sayornis saya. 


Col- 
lector’s| Sex, Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 

0. 
71| 3 Death Valley, Calif .......-.-.. Jan. 24,1891 | A. K. Fisher ..... Furnace Creek. 
WOuil tema eas ae CEC net re ota = ar sehoeed arr on) eda eeeeOy aan at) cee ee Do. 

Omitas, yl Beyer (ROR He rry ee eee gee ee gs June 19,1892 | V. Bailey ......... Do. 

12°|| 2 Dasrett, Calif... s5.5.2,200. Feb. 8,189) | F. Stephens - ; 

257 | Sjuv. | Coso, Mountains, Calif......... May 26, 1891 | A. K. Eishor, sea! 

102 | Sim. Owens VANS vie Ottlites te srarciet nee June 15,1891 | ¥. Stephens ...... Olancha. - 


[= Se eee ee 
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Sayornis nigricans. Black Phebe. 
The black phoebe was rare in the desert regions east of the Sierra 
_ Nevada, though more or less common west of this range. At San Ber- 
nardino one was seen among some willows, associated with other birds, 
December 28, 1890. It was seen in Cajon Pass, March 30; at Runnaee 
Creek, Death Valley, April 12; at Hot Springs, in the Panne Val- 
ley, Fel 22; and in the Argus Range, at Shepherd Caiion, April 27. 
Mr. Seontiens found a pair apparently breeding at Little Owens Lake 
the first week in May, and an immature individual at Bishop Creek, 
August 4-10. On the western slope, it was common along the le 
of Kern River, near the water, July 3-13; common and in about equal 
numbers with Say's pheebe, af Walker Ban July 13-16; common in 
the Canada de las Uvas, June 28-29; and in the Sierra epee June 
30, It was common at Bakersfield, in the San Joaquin Valley, in July; 
at Three Rivers, in the foothills, ake 25-30 and September 13-16; and 
in Kings River Cation, August 13-16. Mr. Bailey saw one at as, 
line near Mineral King, August 4, and found it common at Monterey, 
September 18 to October 9. Mr. Nelson observed it commonly about 
San Emigdio, sparingly along the southern and western sides of the 
San Joaquin Valley, commonly and in about equal numbers with Say’s 
pheebe along the coast from San Simeon to Carpenteria, and not numer- 
ous between Carpenteria and Santa Paula, in November and December. 
Contopus borealis. Olive-sided Flycatcher. : 
The olive-sided flycatcher was found nowhere common. Mr. Nel- 
son observed it migrating in considerable numbers at the head of Wil- 
low Creek in the Panamint Range, during the third week in May. The 
same observer found it on the east side of the Sierra Nevada, at the 
head of Owens River, from an altitude of 2,500 to 2,900 meters (8,200 
to 9,500 feet), and on the west slope up to 3,050 meters (10,000 feet). 
In the Sierra Nevada Mr. Stephens found it at Menache Meadows, 
May 24-26; Mr. Dutcher secured two specimens and reported it as 
more or less common at Big Cottonwood Meadows; and Mr. Bailey 
Saw several at an altitude of about 2,650 meters (8,700 feet) near Min- 
eral King, and secured a brood of young just able to fly, August 4. 
The writer secured a specimen in the Coso Mountains, California, 
May 23; Dr. Merriam observed one on the south side of Gold Moun- 
tain, Nevada, June 3; and Mr. Palmer saw one near the summit of 
Frazier Mountain, California, July 9. 


Record of specimens collected of Contopus borealis. 


Col- 
BROS Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
rol Panamint Mountains, Calif....| May 21.1891 | E. W. Nelson... 
248 ro Coso Mountains, Calif.......... May 23,1891| A. K. Fisher...- 
8 ce) Sierra Nevada, Calif............ June 23, 1891 | B. H. Dutcher ..| Big Cottonwood 
Meadows. 
26 ou fesse COE eee ee eee 8 etrdegs olen teyenl | Levi tohene Se venie ae Do. 
Ee Veet CRY Ci clon net SE all ll tte mit i eas Y. Bailey....--- Mineral King. 
aheoy ja ale hye Se ei tte dct wi ace ee(scu Facto la he ceo Ones see Do. 
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Contopus richardsonii. Western Wood Pewee. 

The western wood pewee was a common species in many of the locali- 
ties visited. Mr. Nelson found it arather common breeding bird in 
Cottonwood, Willow Creek, and Mill Creek cafions in the Panamint 
Mountains, Calif., and saw it also in the Grapevine Mountains, Nevada. 

In Coso Valley, California, it first appeared May 16, and by May 25 
was common in the Coso Mountains. Itwas common all through Owens 
Valley, and on the White Mountains. At Keeler, on the east side of 
Owens Lake, it was not uncommon the Istof June. Oneday when the 
wind was very high, a number were seen sitting on the bare alkaline 
flats near the lake, where they were picking up from the ground the 
flies which swarmed there, as grain-eating birds do seeds. On the 
summit of the divide in the White Mountains, between Deep Spring 
Valley and Owens Valley, Dr. Merriam killed two June 9. At Old 
Fort Tejon it was common about the Ist of July. 

It was common in Walker Pass, where a nest was observed, July 2; 
at Kernville, July 11; Walker Basin, July 13-16; and at Bakersfield, in 
the San Joaquin Valley, July 17-20. _In the High Sierra it was not 
uncommon in the Sequoia National Park, the first week in August; at 
Horse Corral Meadows, August 9-13; Kings River Cation, August 
13-16; Big Cottonwood Meadows, during the summer; at Menache 
Meadows, May 24-26; and was common along the Kaweah River from 
Mineral King down to Three Rivers, in September. 

In Nevada, Dr. Merriam saw it among the cottonwoods at Vegas 
ranch, May 1; at Pahranagat Valley, May 23 (common); at Oasis 
Valley, June 1; and on Mount Magruder, June 8. He also saw the 
species at the mouth of Beaverdam Creek, Arizona, May 10. 


Record of specimens collected of Contopus richardsonit. 


Col- 
Jector’s | Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
Yo. 
251 | 9 | Coso Mountains, Calif .......... May 24, 1891} A. K. Fisher....-- 
GO| wt | Sierra Nevada @alit--222-2. 02. June 19, 1891} B. H. Dutcher....| Big Cottonwood 
Meadows. 
S95) — 2 | Owens Wale Calif > 22. 2-5 June 12, 1891 | F. Stephens ...... 
© | White Mountains, Calif........ June 9, 1891} V. Bailey ..-..-... 
Cine eotees CUA 2 nh eee ne as oh do. Sarl Onvaieha hee As ct 
& | Mount Magruder, Nev ......... eMUILOP want 9 Lin Riemer (LO eee Sets eee eee 


Empidonax difficilis. Western Flycatcher. 

The western flycatcher was seen in a few localities only. Dr. Mer- 
riam secured an adult male at Ash Meadows, Nevada, May 30, and a 
female at Mount Magrnder in the same State, June 5. Mr. Palmer re- 
ported the species as common and secured one at Old Fort Tejon, July 6. 
Mr. Nelson saw it along the San Joaquin River in August, but does not 
state how common it was. 
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Ltecord of specimens collected of Empidonax dificilis, 


Col- 
lector's Sex. Lecality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
0. 
cad.| Ash Meadows, Nev ..........-- May 30, 1891 | V. Bailey ......... 
Q Mount Magruder, Nev......... June 5, 1891) C. Hart Merriam. . 


~~ 


Empidonax pusillus. Little Flycatcher. 


In a few localities the little flycatcher was not rare. Dr. Merriam 
found it tolerably common where Beaverdam Creek joins the Virgin 
River in northwestern Arizona, May 9, and in Pahranagat Valley, 
Nevada, May 22-26, 

In Owens Valley, California, Mr. Stephens found it a rather common 
migrant at Olancha, May 16-23, and the writer secured two specimens 
in a willow thicket along Owens River, at Lone Pine, June 11. Mr. 
Palmer shot one near Old Fort Tejon July 3, and Mr. Nelson saw a few 
among the willows along streams from 2,940 to 2,900 meters (9,000 to 
9,500 feet) altitude, in the White Mountains, in the same month. 


ecord of specimens collected of Empidonax pusillus. 


Col- ’ 
eter Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
0. 
3& | Paliranagat Valley, Nev-........ May 23,1891 | C. Hart Merriam.. 

CU OM Onenis ove alleay: i @aiieci . elcat te June 9, 1891 | F. Stephens..-...-.- Olancha. 

Dal je keene CLO ne ee eS ara ae eect OTe AP PTOUI | og AOUs a fares. «oe Do. 
Stee HL” See ye eee (Onision. Kee SFr Rae ne ' June 11,1891 |} A. IK. Fisher.-...- Lone Pine. 
Bele) | fo Pea (SRO A SS Soe Sipe Roe aae, oees }----dO ..-...- PEE (LOM. Ste tee eles Do. 


Empidonax hammondi, Hammond’s Flycatcher. 

Hammond’s flycatcher was seen in two localities only. In the Argus 
Range several were seen and two secured among the pifions above 
Maturango Spring on May 8. Dr. Merriam secured a specimen in Pah- 
ranagat Valley, Nevada, May 23. 


Record of specimens collected of Empidonax hammondi. 


Col 
lector’s | Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
Tr 
0. 
208 | 9 | Argus Rimge,Calif...-......-- | May 8,1891|) A. K.-Fisher....-.- Maturango Spring. 
209 12 lhe EPS OMT Dat Wine 1 era ue WMC hae. ee eee | eae (ome: Pumtaz as Be az Do. 
Y | Pahranagat Valley, Ney ..--.-- | May 23,1891 | C. Hart Merriam. .- 


Empidonax wrightii. Wright’s Flycatcher. 

Wright’s flycatcher was the only one of the small flycatchers found 
in winter in any of the region traversed. Mr. Nelson secured a speci- 
men at Hot Springs in Panamint Valley, January 3, and the writer ob- 
tained one in the same place April 22. A specimen was secured among 
the willows at the edge of the reservoir at Furnace Creek, Death Val- 
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ley, February 1, and two small flycatchers, probably this species, were 
seen there about the middle of April. 

A specimen was secured in the Argus Range, at Maturango Spring, 
May 5, and another was seen in Shepherd Cation a few days before. 
In Owens Valley Mr. Stephens found the species at Olancha about 
the middle of May, and at Bishop Creek August 4-10. In the High 
Sierra it was seen at Big Cottonwood Meadows, August 29; at Whit- 
ney Meadows, August 20; and at Kern River Lakes or Soda Springs, 
September 5. Dr. Merriam secured a specimen in the Virgin Valley in 
eastern Nevada, May 6. 


Record of specimens collected of Empidonax wrightit. 


Col- 
lector’s|, Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
3 | Panamint Valley, Calif ....-.. Jan. 3,1891| E. W. Nelson -.-... : 
95| © | Death Valley,.Calif-...--.--:-- Webs DeESO1 | AK Waslrer = == Furnace Creek. 
180 rot Panamint Valley, Calif ..-.-.- Apr. 23, 1891 ACLOLA eee de oe Hot Spring. 
50) 2 | Argus Range, Calif-.--...----- Apr. 26, 1891 F. Stephens... 5. 
Te seit I ere rele 6 Cor empec sea Senay eee PE Rs May 5,1891| A. K. Fisher .--.-- Matuarango Spring, 
Om | hyena (NOME sa4 tobe aoceenee coats May 12,1891 | T.S. Palmer .-...- Do. 
Die AUOMaAG, ING Vee pete piace NE (OMI ST Ve spAnlevgee sees. 
In |) SlerrawNevadacCalit ©... ..-enr ATOR 20; AS ON | Pa TO tolalare oleate = = Whitney Meadows. 


Pyrocephalus rubineus mexicanus, Vermilion Flycatcher. 

Dr. Merriam shot an adult female of this species at St. George, in 
the Lower Santa Clara Valley, Utah, May 15. She was killed in an 
orchard at Dodge Spri ing, about a mile from the settlement, and con- 

tained large ova nearly ready y for the shell. This record eas the 
known range of the species very materially, since it had not previously 
been recorded north of Fort Mohave, Arizona. 
®@tocoris alpestris arenicola. Desert Horned Lark. 

So far as specimens go, this race of the horned lark was the only one 
found breeding east of the Sierra Nevada in the region traversed by 
the expedition. A flock of twenty or more was seen at Hesperia, in the 
Mohave Desert, January 4, and the subspecies also was seen in the same 
desert at Daggett January 8-10, and Granite Wells January 13-15. 
Dozens were seen by Dr. Merriam, who traveled over the same ground 
during the latter part of March Wiel first week in April. In January 
Mr. Nelson saw about one hundred at the southern end of Panamint 
Valley. Horned larks were not seen at any time in Death Valley. 

In Nevada they were common at Ash Meadows, in the plowed 
fields and sand plains, and about the middle of March had mated and 
were preparing to nest. In Pahrump and Vegas valleys Mr. Nelson 
found small parties in February and March. Dr. Merriam found it 
common in Meadow Creek Valley May 19; in Desert and Pahroe val- 
leys May 20-22; in the valley between Gold Mountain and Mount 
Magruder June 4, where it was common and two nearly full grown 
young were shot; on Mount Magruder, June 4—S, where it was common 
on the sage plain on top of the mountain, In Utah, it was not seen m 
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the Santa Clara Valley, but several were observed in Mountain Meadows 
May 17. 

In the north end of Panamint Valley, Mr. Nelson saw several the last 
of May, and others on the high tableland between Saline and Panamint 
valleys, in May and June. Dr. Merriam found it common in the sage 
brush north of Telescope Peak, April 15. Horned larks were found 
during the breeding season in the sage plains on the Inyo and White 
mountains, and in Saline and Deep Spring valleys. Below Maturango 
Spring, in Coso Valley, it was quite common May 11, and others 
were seen along the valley as far north as Darwin. In Owens Valley, 
the subspecies was found as a summer resident from the lower to the 
upper end, Mr, Palmer found it very abundant in Antelope Valley, 
and a few near Gorman Station the last of June. 


Record of specimens collected of Otocoris alpestris arenicola. 


Col- 
lectors| Sex Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
2271 of Coso Walley; -Galit— 2. -<'.. ees 11,1891} A. K. Fisher... 
Poesia ee lca O.Ow ar tara eater nie Bens oO Sate ees Sort lOh hana ate 
DIOT OR MEY, tienes (Oyo Eis ee eae es CEE fo ease edo 3 ees 
8ic Mohave Desert, Calif.-..... Feb. 7, 1891 | EF. Stephens... .. Dagegctt. 
Bete 0 ees (Ocks shoes st Jan. 13,1891) A. K. Fisher ...- Granite Wells. 
Gm tee = elleecotes OO inpetriocisc Se amen se EO Oe Re SESE hp oan ace Do 
SO) Sn tet So a ae. mene Sa ee dO ereeeee 2rapAUQ eAae sore Reeeeys Do 
SGN [freien | teerecrwe CAD A Peed ee Oa a AE (Gholense Gale COLE ae ae see Do 
HOulecs: 8 tee Oi Rate et Pert eas SSeS Se eacllipormenmr as oe Do 
Diageo eae GE era rice ten sas CO; =. Sere Been O 8 Se eee cle Do 
Ce = ae: GOR 5 orate eee Jee “Apr. QOS Os! Vee aalGyer eer Leach Point Valley. 
Bae (LOR ee eee IEG o7, 1891 | T. 8S. Palmer-...| 25 miles southwest of 
Mojave. 
51] o Salt Wells Valley, Calif..-.-| Apr. 29,1891 | F. Stephens ....| Borax Flat. 
126 | Ash Meadows, Nev .--.---. Mar. 14,1891 | A. K. Fisher.... 
HN proce  leece sd go mentor thRere ce pe) eee Wi ees IF) ene ie eee 
Soe bre NOG e : < nica SSE oe ALO Se cece E. W. Nelson 
fof Bahr Hine Valley, Nev....-- | Feb. Uf les OS eer, Cl Onn eeere rete 
pal Reet OO -se stats Oe S es wee SCOR saa PIT OOF 1) vacen ose 
fot Indian Spring Valley, Nev | May DOCS Sis Mi gS cule yoeem gece 
a Parade INO Nios oan ee Via PO! SOs | eee. Omen ee 
3 im. | Gold Mountain Valley, Nev-| June 4, 1891 | C. Hart Merriam} Valley between Gold 


“Mountain and 
Mount Magruder. 


eo amy | (BAO hea ep See eee OC Omse aoe ee Orsi Aa eee 
fe) Mount Pinos, Calif......... ‘Oct. 16,1891 | E. W. Nelson -.-| San Rafael Mountains. 
W\oc Owens Valiey, Calif .-...... June 1,1891|) F.Stephens..--. Ash Creek. 
83 | 2 Z June 10, Shs ene ee ne Olancha. 
270 | of May 31,1891 |} A. K. Fisher ....) Kecler. 
211 | Q- June . ott PD oan OlCe ea erg te ae Do. 
288 | ¢ a unksi ee Thspyn See Orala zee ae mh oe Do. 
289 | SOS Sateen sree Oates ane ee Do. 
290 | ff June Sales Oel eee a eens ee Do. 
153 | 9 Aug. 16,1891 | F. Stephens... .-. Do. 
154 | Qj Sdinee ss. Siem ICS ae Ee eee Do. 
135 i July BO baa lia = OO area en So Casa Diablo Spring, 
186 | Q do edi eee POMS) bal 2-60) Se ge Do. 
fof White Mountains, Calif ....| July 12, 1891 | E. W. Nelson ... 
197 | Sv Darwin, Cali f Oat ee ee oe ‘May 5,1891} A. K. Fisher -... 
of Coso Valle vy (Ohl Bes a ee oe May 11,1891] T.S. Palmer ....| Maturango Spring. 
Ge » | easees Cle ae aN ei hae Apes oe TRC Oe eee BAP s, SC ODS a Oe Do. 


Otocoris alpestris chrysolema. Mexican Horned Lark. 

Mr. Nelson obtained a number of specimens of this race at Keeler, on 
the shore of Owens Lake, December 28, 1890, though specimens taken 
at the same place during the breeding season are referable to areni- 
cola. Mr. Stephens took one in the Panamint Mountains in April, 
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and Mr. Bailey secured a specimen at Kernville, where the subspecies 
was common, July 13. The birds seen by Mr. Nelson in the San 
Joaquin Valley and in the vicinity of the Canada de las Uvas proba- 
bly should be referred to this race. He found it excessively abun- 
dant on the San Joaquin Plain, where it is locally known as the ‘ wheat 
bird’ in the grain districts, owing to its habit of following the farmer 
and eating the newly-sown wheat at seeding time. 


Record of specimens collected of Otocoris alpestris chrysolema. 


Col- 
lector’s | Sex. Locality. Dato. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
44! ¢ | Panamint Monntains, Calif .-..| Apr. 15,1891 | F. Stephens...... 5,2C0 feet: altitude. 
Ep ACre raya biey (Cra hie ee = Se ae ne Oita: Los LS Oa EVs. TS ane. = te 
rol ORseneesy Wehoae, Teun Bo Rae Dec. 28, 1890 | E. W. Nelson.-.--. Iceeler. 
Cw |e CLOSE ee Seely go) eee Be ot (doe eee Ones Sek ce Do. 
Fel le ecreoe GOS ae ee MSE eae Sd CaO} asad eel a 2 Oy: Se Nee oe Do 
An eee a Oe ere pate moc ecct a eee LO -2 SPE al oars Bae COC tener sere Do 
ra ame |Ltnlal, o>, CORN Oe eae A ORS Os Bei CG 22s Sei: oe CG Sep aeinentavs 272 Do 

NF he soe (Ose AE rao ere op en oe thijgs eee wae evens ChOMEises Aegis Do 
Oe aes ra Gye ee poe re WON state Lee OD ea ays tae Do 


Pica pica hudsonica. Black-billed Magpie. 

Mr. Bailey saw three individuals of this species 10 miles east of 
Toquerville, Utah, December, 31, 1888. The black-billed magpie was 
not seen by the expedition, but is known to be a common resident in 
the neighborhood of Carson, in western Nevada. 

Pica nuttalli. Yellow-billed Magpie. 

The Yellow-biled magpie is common in a number of places west 
of the Sierra Nevada, in California. <At Visalia, several were seen 
among the oaks, July 23, as well as along the route from that place to 
Three Rivers, July 25. Near Cottage post-office, in Tulare County, 
about half-way between these two places, the species was common Sep- 
tember 17. 

Mr. Nelson found i# common in the foothills of the Sierra Nevada, in 
August; and also among the oaks from La Panza to San Luis Obispo, 
October 28 and November 3; and from the latter place to the Santa 
Ynez River, beyond which places it was not noted. 

Cyanocitta stelleri. Steller’s Jay. 

Steller’s jay was met with along the coast of California, in two lo- 
valities only. Mr. Bailey found it common in the thiek woods in the 
vicinity of Monterey, where he secured a pair, October 1; and Mr. Nel- 
son observed a few in the mountains near San Simeon in November. 


Record of specimens collected of Cyanocitla stelleri. 


Col- 


inchans Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks, 
0. 
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Cyanocitta stelleri frontalis, Blue-fronted Jay. 

The blue-fronted jay was not found in the desert ran ges, although 
it was common in many places along the east slope of the Sierra Nevad a, 
in California. Mr. Nelson found it common at the head of Owens Tye 
at an altitude of from 2,500 to 2,900 meters S (8,200 to 9,500 feet), and Mr. 
Stephens found it at Bishop Grea, August 4-10, and at Menache Mead- 
ows, May 24-26. ‘The writer secured one among the pines above Walker 
Basin, July 14; found it common in Sequoia National Park the first 
week in August; at Horse Corral Meadows, August 9- 13; in Kings 
River Canon, areas 13-16; and Big Coiouwood Meadows, Road Vv a 
ley, and Whitney Meadows, the last of the month. It was very common 
among the sugar and yellow pines at Soda Springs or Kern River 
Lakes, the first week in September. Mr. Dutcher found it common dur- 
ing the breeding season at Big Cottonwood Meadows, and Mr. Bailey 
and the writer found it common at Mineral King and down along the 
Kaweah River to the lower limit of the pines, in September. Mr. 
Palmer oe it common on Frazier Mountain, near Old Fort Tejon, 
July 6 


Record of specimens collected of Cyanocitta stelleri frontalis. 


Col- 
lector’s | Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. : . 
75 | o Owens Dahe Cali: — 2. June 7,1891/ F. Stephens.......| Altitude, 4,000 fect. 
1) eh Sierra Nevada, Calif........ SUVS ele Glee, Se Ope a iene eae 6 
Igy | Sapibite, Meee UOT te ee, a oe eee July 12,1891) B. H. Dutcher..-.. Big Cottonwood 
Meadows. 
hereiesaeO Uy Mes wea Koei hae erg en Aug. 3,1891] E. W. Nelson..... South Fork Merced 
| River. 
390 | 2 Walker Basin, Calif....-..-.. July 14,1891 | A. K. Fisher...... 
409 | ¢ im. | Sierra Nevada, Celie se ae. sel Typ BO Vel mat Oi. 2b cette ae Sequoia National 
Park. 
Ba LS ete DSi Sete ee he es ae ED Gam ogee O earra, Cy pearsicterae ees Soda Springs. 


Aphelocoma woodhousei. Woodhouse’s Jay. 

Woodhouse’s jay was found on all the desert ranges which furnish a 
growth of pittion or junipers. In California it was observed in the 
White Mountains, Inyo, Argus, Coso, and Panamint ranges; in Ne- 
vada, in the Charleston, Grapevine, Juniper, and Pahroe mountains, 
and in Utah, in the Beaverdam Mountains. In the latter part of June, 
young which were able to fly were found among the willows along the 
streams in the Panamint Mountains, north of Telescope Peak. 


Record of specimens collected of Aphelocoma woodhousei. 


Col- ; 
lector’s| Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
39); ¢ Grapevine Mountains, Nev.| Mar. 24,1891} F. Stephens....--- 
147 | Q Pananint Mountains, Calif.) Mar. 29.1891 | A. K. Fisher .-..-- Johnson Canon. 
MEA Vinee RS os SG pa Era 9 Go eit aed a Apr 20 USBI ae AO ene ae Surprise Canon. 
LO | Se ee (KO 8 ante Se ie Ne MOLY ee Co ee een Do. 
rio | Ok UD i-pal aeee CLs eS ee ee Jpavenees ecko hee (CMG see. sae mee Wild Rose Cafion. 
SOC weet |e en C1 Vee CE et ee Bane [ea Hote a (Read 5 lie 
Inyo Mountains, Calif ....-.. June 27, 1891 | E. W. Nelson ...-- 
im. | While Mountains, Calif ....] July 8,1891 |...-do ....-.------- 
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Aphelocoma californica. California Jay. 

The California jay was not found east of the Sierra Nevada, it being 
replaced in the desert ranges by Woodhouse’s jay. Although abun- 
dant on the west slope of the main Sierra, it was common in few places 
on the east side. Mr. Stephens found it rather common on the latter 
slope at Independence Creek, June 18-23; at Menache Meadows, May 
24-26; and Mr. Nelson, at the head of Owens River, in the latter part 
of July. 

The species was common in Cajon Pass in the San Bernardino 
Mountains, January 2-3, where it was seen and heard among the chapar- 
ral at all times of the day. Dr. Merriam found it common in the Sierra 
Liebre, San Bernardino, Tejon, and Tehachapi ranges, as well as in 
the southern Sierra from Walker Pass southward. It was tolerably 
common on the west slope of Walker Pass, June 21 and July 2-3; in 
the valley of Kern River, June 21-22 and July 3-13; thence south- 
ward to Havilah and Caliente, June 23-24; and was abundant and 
noisy at Old Fort Tejon late in June and early in July. 

Dr. Merriam found it common in the coast ranges south of the San 
Bernardino plain, and in large numbers in the Granite Range between 
Twin Oaks and Escondido, Calif., early in July. 

In the San Joaquin Valley it was common at Visalia and up along 
Kaweah River to the lower edge of the pines, in August and Septem- 
ber, and a few were seen in the Sequoia National Park during the first 
week of August. Mr. Bailey found it common in the brush and open 
woods at Monterey, Calif., September 28 to October 9. 

Mr. Nelson reported pak jay as abundant in the Tejon and Teanga 
mountains and around San Luis Obispo in October, and along the route 
from San Simeon to Carpenteria and Santa Paula, in November and 
December. 


Record of specimens collected of Aphelocoma californica. 


Col 
lector’s| Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
Oo. 
62 | 2 “Owens Valley, Calif.....- Sey am May 23, 1891) F. Stephens. .-.-.-. Olancha. 
S Walker Pass, Calif..........-.. July 38,1891 | V. Bailey.--....-. 
300.) \Ouimi) |eeaes QO as Oa ee ee eee July 2, 1891| A. K. Fisher..... 
383 | ° Kern River, Calif......-.-....- July 9, dYo)3X DA ee Ke RP aS Oe South Fork. 


Corvus corax sinuatus. Raven. 

Ravens were seen in more or. less abundance in most, if not all, of 
the localities visited by members of the expedition, from above timber 
line on the High Sierra to the bottom of Death Valley and the other 
desert valleys, and undoubtedly breed in all the desert ranges of 
southern California and Nevada. Ravens were seen in Cajon Pass in 
the San Bernardino Mountains, and on the Mohave Desert during the 
first week in January. At Daggett fifty or more remained about the 
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slaughter house feeding on the refuse. In Death Valley they were ob- 
served by every party that visited the place from the first week in Jan- 
uary to the lastin June. In the Coso Mountains, two adults with their 
five young were seen flying high in the air May 25, the old birds being 
readily distinguished by their worn primaries. 

In Nevada they were common at Ash Meadows and Pahrump Valley, 
and at the latter place a pair was secured the last of February. Dr. 
Merriam observed one, together with a large nest, on the shelf of a 
high eliffin Vegas Wash, May 3. He found ravens tolerably common 
about the Bend of the Colorado, May 4, and saw several in the Valley 
of the Virgin, near Bunkerville, May 8; others in the Juniper Moun- 
tains, May 19; in Desert Valley, May 20, and in Pahranagat Valley, 
May 22-26. In Utah he found several pairs in the Lower Santa Clara 
Valley, May 11-15, and thence northward to Mountain Meadows, where 
several were seen May 17. 

Ravens were common all through Owens Valley. At Walker Basin 
flocks of several hundred were observed every day flying about the 
fields and roads, feeding on the grasshoppers which occurred in vast 
numbers there. All the specimens shot had nothing in their stomachs 
except the remains of these insects. Dr. Merriam and Mr. Palmer ob- 
served large numbers catching grasshoppers in the western part of the 
Mohave Desert, known as Antelope Valley, June 27-28, and near Gor- 
man Station no less than forty-four were seen catching grasshoppers 
on the grassy hillsides at one time. 

In the High Sierra ravens were seen at Menache, Whitney, and Big 
Cottonwood meadows, and at the head of Owens River. Mr. Nelson 
saw a few about Mount Pinos and at Buena Vista Lake in October, and 
found them sparingly along the route from San Simeon to Carpenteria 
and Santa Paula, in November and December. 


4 e 7 e os 
Record of specimens collected of Corvus corax sinuatus. 


Car 
lector’s| Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
fc) Lone Willow Spring, Calif .---. Jan. 14,1891 | IE. W. Nelson ...-. 
113 Q | Pahrump Valley, Calif......-.. Treb. 24,1891 | A. K. Fisher -.... 
IME “og [eae (kOY Se a A a ee = Oar ar here dae CO ee ere 


Corvus americanus. Crow. 

At one place only was the common crow seen by any member of the 
expedition east of the Sierra Nevada. In Pahrump Valley, Nevada, a 
flock of crows kept around the ranch during February and March. © 

At Bakersfield, in the San Joaquin Valley, crows were common along 
the river bottoms, in flocks of from five to fifty, July 17-20. Crows 
were observed among the oaks at Visalia, July 23, and a flock of about 
one hundred was seen and a specimen secured near Three Rivers, the 
latter part of the same month. Dr. Merriam saw a flock of half a 
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dozen in Tehachapi Valley, California, June 25, and Mr. Palmer 
found them common at Tejon ranch, where they were feeding on figs, 
early in July. At Monterey, Mr. Bailey heard them cawing in the 
erounds of the Hotel Del Monte, September 28 to October 9. Mr. Nel- 
son found crows common in the San Joaquin Valley in October, along 
the route from San Simeon to Carpenteria, and in the Ojai Valley in 
November and December. 

Picicorvus columbianus. Clarke’s Nutcracker. 

Clarke’s crow was common in the High Sierra in California, as well 
as in a few of the higher desert ranges to the eastward. It was 
numerous about the camp in the Charleston Mountains, Nevada, in Feb- 
ruary. In the Panamint Mountains, California, a solitary mdividual 
was seen near the top of the ridge south of Telescope Peak, April 2, 
and on the north slope of the same peak several were heard, June 23, 
A pair was seen later in the same day which, from their actions, 
appeared to be parent and young. Mr. Nelson found it rather common 
among the Pinus flerilis on the Inyo Mountains, and in the same belt 
of the White Mountains as well as on the plateau at the head of Owens 
Valley; and Mr. Stephens reported it common at Queen mine, in the 
White Mountains, Nevada, July 11-16. Along the eastern slope of the 
Sierra, it was abundant at Menache Meadows, May 24-26; at Kear- 
sarge Pass, June 18-23; at Bishop Creek, August 4-10; and from 2,450 
meters (8,000 feet) altitude to timber line at the head of Owens River 
the latter part of July; at Big Meadows and Horse Corral Meadows it 
was seen August 8-13; in Big Cottonwood Meadows it was very com- 
mon all summer; at Round Valley, 12 miles south of Mount Whitney, 
August 28; and along the route from Soda Springs or Kern River 
Lakes to Mineral King, early in September. Mr. Nelson found it 
numerous among pinons on Mount Pinos the later part of October. 


Record of specimens collected of Picicorvus columbianus. 


Col- 
beutonls Sex. Loeality. Date. Collector. _ Remarks. 
0. 
63 | co | Sierra Nevada, Calif...-..-. May 27,1891 | F. Stephens..... Summit Meadows. near 
Olancha Peak. 
culm oe (Basen fie tere ee eee Ane eee Ang. 28,1891} A. K. Fisher ...| Big Cottonwood Mead- 
OWS. 
ASOe| “Qu teri. - (LOD aeoerel set rors ee ete Sette AUD, Son ISe ca. SOGan a coos Pa Round Valley. 
fteess GGii 265.2. ya geese set] SEU. Auroeh le 2 HO. - gas cses) MONS pn os. eM 


River. 


Cyanocephalus cyanocephalus. Pifion Jay. 

The pition jay is more or less common on all the desert ranges of 
southern California and Nevada which are high enough to support a 
erowth of pinons (Pinus monophylla), and was found iv a few places on 
the Sierra Nevada, though in limited numbers. Mr. Nelson found it 
breeding in the pinon belt in the Panamint, Inyo, White, and Grape- 
vine mountains, and Mr. Stephens saw a flock of a hundred or more in 
the latter range toward the end of March. 
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The writer found it common in the Argus Range above Maturango 
Spring. The stomach and gullet of one shot at this place about the 
middle of May contained the kernels of the pine nut, which it evidently 
had picked up from the ground, as some of them had already sprouted. 
The species was common on the Coso Mountains the last half of May. 
Dr. Merriam saw it on Mount Magruder and Gold Mountain, Nevada, 
early in June; in the Juniper Mountains, near the boundary between 
Nevada and Utah, May 18-19, and in the juniper belt on the east slope 
of the Beaverdam Mountains, in. Utah, May 11. 

Mr. Palmer saw a single bird in the Charleston Mountains among the 
tree yuccas, February 14. 

In the Sierra Nevada Mr. Nelson saw it at the head of Owens River, 
though it was not numerous, and Mr. Stephens observed it at Bishop 
Creek, August 4-10, and noted one individual at Benton, July 9-10. 


Record of specimens collected of Cyanocephalus cyanocephalus. 


Col- 
lector’s| Sex. Locality. Date. Ccllector. Remarks. 

No. 
201) o& | Argus Range, Calif.......----~ May 6,1891 | A. K. Fisher....| Maturango Spring. 
FANON fet lea ace (i) Ath oo Dodoo nwo aetna WY Gree ste USE | Ae Oh O  ed es e Do. 
207 Ge esas Gnery, Soest ds se Seem han a(t Leesa eee S UG EraeS SON: wees Do 
233 gy Payee his a aS A ee Miery el ASO Neen O2~ Sc jntwt ain Do 
249 | o | Coso Mountains, Calit..-.-.- .+--| May 23, 1891 |---.d0O...cannesou. 


Molothrus ater. Cowbird. 

Dr. Merriam saw several cowbirds in the Lower Santa Clara Valley, 
Utah, May 11-15, and a few in Pahranagat Valley, Nevada, May 22-26. 
The writer shot an adult male at Furnace Creek, Death Valley, June 
20, which was the only one seen there. 


Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus. Yellow-headed Blackbird. 

Yellow-headed blackbirds were seen sparingly at a number of locali- 
ties. Mr. Bailey secured a specimen at Bennett Wells in Death Val- 
ley, April 1, and an individual came and alighted on the wagon while 
the party was at Darwin, in the Coso Valley, May 5. Dr. Merriam 

saw a few about the spring at Yount’s ranch in Pahrump Valley, Ne- 

vada, April 29, and a number in the valley of the lowers Muddy, May 
6. Others were seen by him in Meadow Creek Valley, Nevada, near 
Panaca, May 19, and the species was said to breed in Pahranagat Val- 
ley, though he did not see it there, May 22-26. In the Lower Santa 
Clara Valley, Utah, it was tolerably common about the junction of the 
Santa Clara with the Virgin, May 11-15. In Salt Wells Valley, Mr. 
Stephens saw a small flock at Raymond Well, and at Borax Flat 
the last of April and first of May. At Lone Pine, in Owens Valley, 
one was seen among a flock of redwings in December, 1890. A num- 
ber were observed in June, and several small flocks among the tules 
and along the fence rows, August 22. The species was seen sparingly 
at Bakersfield, in the San Joaquin Valley, July 17-20. 
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Record of specimens collected of Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus. 


$$ 


Col- 


lector’s| Sex. Locality. Date. ‘Collector. Remarks. 
0. 
J ad. | Death Valley, Calif........ Apr. 1,1891| V. Bailey......... Bennett Wells, 
325 || ¢ ad. | Lone Pine, Calif-........... June 9,1891 |) A.K. Fisher...... 


Agelaius phoeniceus. Red-winged Blackbird. 

The red-winged blackbird is probably resident in most if not all of 
the tule marshes in southern Califernia and Nevada. <A small flock 
of eight or ten individuals was seen at Furnace Creek, Death Valley, 
during the latter part of January; a single specimen was secured at 
Resting Springs, California, in February. In Nevada a large flock 
was found during March around the corral of Mr. George Watkins, at 
Ash Meadows, where the birds fed upon grain left by the stock. Mr. 
Nelson stated that several hundred of these birds came to roost each 
night in the tules growing near the main spring at Pahrump Ranch, 
February 12-28. Mr. Stephens found it common in Oasis Valley, March 
15-19, and at Grapevine Spring, California, the first week in April. Dr. 
Merriam saw it at Yount’s ranch, in Pahrump Valley, April 29, and 
at the Bend of the Colorado, May 4. He found it breeding abundantly 
in the valley of the Muddy, in eastern Nevada, May 6; in Meadow 
Creek Valley, near Panaca, May 19; in Pahranagat Valley, May 23 
and 24; in Oasis Valley, June 1; Ata the Santa Clara and Virgin, 
near St. George, Utah, May 14, a saw a few at the west end of Ante- 
lope Valley, near Gran Use , California, June 28, 

At Hot Springs, in Panamint Valley, Calif., several were seen April 
20-24. In Owens Valley, Mr. Stephens found the species not common 
at Little Owens Lake, May 6-11; at Olancha May 16-23; abundant 
at Alvord, June 26-28; common at Bishop, June 30; at Fish Slough, 
July 2-3; at Morans, J uly 4-7; at Benton, July 9- 10, and a few a 
Haway Meadows, May 12-14; ae on the nfoniae at ‘eghon Creek, 
August 4-10. Mr, Nelson observed it at the head of Owens River up e 
an altitude of 2,130 meters (7,000 feet) during the latter part of J uly, 
and found it ahaa about the farms at Lone Pine, in Owens Valley, 
December, 1890, where the writer saw numbers which were breeding in 
the tule hatches the following June. The same observer also found it 
common along the South Fork of the Kern River, California, July 3-11; 
and Bakersfield, in the San Joaquin Valley, J “als 17-20. 

Mr. Bailey saw flocks of redwings at Monterey, September 28 to 
October 9. Mr. Nelson found this species common and associated a 
A. gubernator about Buena Vista Lake in the San J oaquin Valley; i 
the wet places near San Emigdio, and along the coast Potices San 
Simeon and Carpenteria. 
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Record of specimens collected of Agelaius pheeniccus. 


Col- : ; 
tes Sex, Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No 
138 | ¢ Ash Meadows, Nev ............ Mar. 18, 1891] A. K. Fisher...... 
eat | Sees AO Bye ae ee ee SCL etc iH. W. Nelson...-. 
111) ¢ ad. | Resting Springs, tittaeet ine ae ‘Feb. 14,1891} A. K. Fisher...--. 
303 | oo Owens “Valley, EE AT aaa Ome a UNMET SSOl 2e=do~ be eee, Lone Pine. 
Sisives -  \Sestar COs kash ee ides, Tabi Pe dpe sees teeee 0. 
ve ee Wes han close Ae dee as June 26,1891] F. Ste yONOUeIYS ee 9 ea Alvord. 
1A) Oe ee Gate OR oe eee eee JUNnE28, Le9T Wk ho. ee) se eien 2 Do. 
g Hregng, Caliien 2 pon eee ee, Sept. 25,1891] V. Bailey aelvee Le 


Agelaius gubernator. Bicolored Blackbird. 


A..uough this species was common, if not abundant, in some loeali- 
ties west of the Sierra Nevada, one specimen only was collected during 
the season, and this was shot by Mr. Stephens at Olancha, at the 
southern end of Owens Lake, California, June 11. 

Mr. Nelson found a few in the Ojai Valley in December; found it com- 
mon and associated with the common redwing on the border of Buena 
Vista Lake in the San Joaquin Valley, near San Luis Obispo, and along 
the route from San Simeon to Carpenteria, in November and December. 

Mr. Belding recorded it from the Yosemite Valley. 


Sturnella magna neglecta. Western Meadowlark. 

The meadowlark is a more or less common resident in most of the 
valleys in the desert region, as well as in those west of the Sierra 
Nevada. It was common and singing at San Bernardino, December 
28-29, 1890, and was seen in Cajon Pass, January 1. In Death Valley it 
was not uncommon at Bennett Wells, near the old Eagle borax works, at 
Saratoga Springs, and at Furnace Creek, where it was common in the 
alfalfa fields the last of January. On the last trip to the valley Mr. 
Bailey and the writer found it not uncommon at Furnace Creek, June 
19-21. The meadowlark was not uncommon at Resting Springs in the 
Amargosa Desert, the first half of February and April 27, and was 
common about the ranches at Ash Meadows and in Pahrump and 
Vegas valleys, Nevada, in March. In the same State Dr. Merriam 
found it common in the sage-covered plateau of Mount Magruder, June 
5-8; and in Oasis Valley, where it was abundant and singing in great 
numbers in the early evening, June 1. He also found it abundant and 
musical in Pahranagat Valley, May 22-26; along the valleys of the 
Virgin and lower Muddy May 6-8, and at Ash Meadows, May 30. In 
Utah it was common in alfalfa fields along the Lower Santa Clara, near 
its junction with the Virgin, May 11-15; thence northerly to Mountain 
Meadows and the Escalante Desert, May 17; and one was seen on the 
western side of the Beaverdam Mountains, May 10. 

In California Mr. Nelson observed a few pairs breeding on the table- 
land between Saline and Panamint valleys, at the base and among the 
pitons of the Inyo Mountains, and on the plateau at the head of Owens 
Valley, at the base of the White Mountains. In the Coso Valley and 
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Mountains it was rare, only a few individuals being seen in May. It 
was common all through Owens Valley and on the lower part of the 
eastern slope of the Sierra Nevada. It was common all along Kern 
River Valley, July 3-13; at Walker Basin, July 13-16; in Tehachapi 
Valley, June 25; at Old Fort Tejon the last of June; and at Bakersfield, 
in the San Joaquin Valley, July 17-20. Mr. Bailey found it in flocks 
consisting of several hundred individuals at Monterey, September 28 
to October 9,and Mr. Nelson reported it as common in the San Joaquin 
Valley, October 5-27, and along the route from San Simeon to Carpen- 
teria aud Santa Paula in November and December. 


Record of specimens egilected of Sturnella magna neglects. 


Col- 
lector’s| Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
Wer ll aS Resting Springs, Calif......---- Keb. 6,1891| A. IX. Fisher--..-. 
69 | ® Death Valley; Calif —---.-.--.-- AAMiL er ARSOwh hs co Cltea~ ke oe neecee Furnace Creek. 
Sau Pirouettes (Ome te hee pate ses, oe Oieibly eee wisn Eee ites eye ana a Do. 
ote Ieee oe CO Se ei Spee, See eee Oe el June 19,1891 | V. Bailey ...-...-. Do. 
79 rot Owens Lake, Calif ......-.----. June 9,1891 | F. Steplens.-.--.--- 


Icterus parisorum. Scott’s Oriole. 

Scott’s oriole is one of a number of birds whose known range has 
been greatly extended by the observations of the different members of 
the expedition. It was first observed at the summit of Shepherd Canon 
in the Argus Range, Calif., May 1. All along the western slope of this 
range and in Coso Valley it was common, and males were in full song. 
On May 5a female was secured, which contained an egg in the oviduct, 
and on May 7 a nest containing two eggs was found. It was placed 
on the lower side of a branch of a tree yucca about 8 feet from the 
ground, and was firmly attached to the bayonet-shaped leaves of the 
tree by threads of plant fiber and tough grasses. A number of old 
nests were seen in many places through the valley. In the Coso 
Mountains it was also common up to the summit among the yuceas, 
junipers, and pifions, where, on May 27, a nest containing an egg and 
three young was found in a yucca in Mill Cafion. | 

Mr. Nelson found it breeding in the Inyo, Panamint, and Grapevine 
mountains in the piftion belt. On the eastern slope of the Inyo Moun- 
tains, near Cerro Gordo, one was noted on June 15. On both slopes of 
the Panamint Mountains, near Cottonwood Cajion, he found it ranging 
from the yucca belt up to the summit of the divide, and in the Grape- 
vine Mountains found it among the pifions. HWverywhere he found it 
in pairs, the males singing from the tops of pions. Above the ‘charcoal 
kilns’ in Wild Rose Cafion in the Pauamint Mountains, Mr. Bailey 
and the writer saw the species and heard the males singing, June 
24-25, Mr. Stephens heard it near the Queen mine in the White Moun- 
tains, Nevada, July 11-16. In the same. State Dr. Merriam secured 
specimens in the Charleston Mountains April 30, and in the Juniper 
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Mountains, east of Panaca, May 19, when several pairs were seen 
mating. On Mount Magruder, Nevada, he found it tolerably common 
among the nut pines, where the birds seemed to be hunting for nesting 
sites, and were very difficult to approach. Several fine specimens 
were taken there June 4-11. The same observer found the species in 
the juniper belt of the Beaverdam Mountains, in Utah, May 10-11. In 
Walker Pass, on the east slope of the Sierra Nevada, several were 
seen and one shot among the yuccas June 21, and another on the west- 
ern slope of the same pass in a Pinus sabiniana July 2. 


Record of specimens collected of Icterus parisorwm. 


Col- 
lector’s| Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
196 Q Argus Range, Calif....-...- May 5,1891) A. K. Fisher ....-.- Maturango Spring. 
Ga haute OR Ghar dea ieee Se eesureyaitye May 9,1891| T.S. Palmer ...... Do. 
COs a eae cree Ae oe MSG Ue Re at yale May 11,1891 |.--. pede denne. Do. 
243 oh Coso Mountains, Calif .-.--. May 21,1891} A. K. Fisher ...... 
961 OF Wheat Peet stile se tee aN, 2ieloal: | Sa acliyse caw eee 
Q Panamint Mountains, Calif.| May 8,1891} E. W. Nelson ..... 
or aleisease U0 rede tiene oe cat ort oe ae Mary: 12, LS Quek a aor. ee a. 
im Walker Pass, Calif —..-.....- June 21,1891 | C. Hart Merriam . 
fe) Charleston Mountains, Nev.| Apr. 30, 1891 |....do..-........... 
fe) Mount Magruder, Nev.----- SUITE) pA SOLE SCO ee a Sentra 
ae eee COSY See ee Sees Ae as domresant: ST LOMO a ee ae 
ie eee CL Oigeterats che nieveis alte: Setetehe le ‘June CHILE IEE AHO ES. seen casens 


Icterus bullocki. Bullock’s Oriole. 


Bullock’s oriole was tolerably common in several localities, where 
streams large enough to pourish a more or less extensive growth of trees 
were found. In Owens Valley it was common at Lone Pine, where a 
number of nests were observed in the willows, and several specimens 
secured, June 4-15. In the same valley, Mr. Stephens saw a solitary 
male at Little Owens Lake the first week in May; at Haway Meadows 
May 12-14; found the species rather common at Olancha May 16-23; 
common and a nest containing young at the mouth of the cafion at In- 
dependence Creek June 19; not common at Bishop, Fish Slough, and 
Morans July 1-7; and Benton July 9-10. Dr. Merriain saw one among 
the cottonwoods at Furnace Creek in Death Valley about the middle 
of April; in the Amargosa Cation, and at Resting Springs, April 27. In 
Nevada, he saw it at Vegas Ranch, May 1; in the Valley of the Virgin 
and lower Muddy, May 6-8, and in Meadow Creek Valley, near Pan- 
aca, May 19. He found it tolerably common also in the Lower Santa 
Clara Valley, Utah, where it was breeding, May 11-15, On the western 
Slope of the Sierra ee it was seen in Walker Pass, July 2; was 
common, along the valley of the Kern June 22-23 and July 3-10; at 
Walker Basin July 13-16; and at Bakersfield July 17-20. It was 
common at Old Fort Tejon, and was seen in other parts of the Canada de 
las Uvas in June and July. Mr. Nelson saw it in the Yosemite Val- 
ley, and Mr. Bailey, along the Kaweah River, in August. 
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Record of specimens collected of Icterus bullocki. 


ol- 
aces Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
J Death Valley, Calif. .-2-2.--2-.- April 7, 1891 | V. Bailey... -...-- 
297 oh Owens Valley, Calif.--........-- June 35,1891 | A. K. Fisher. .--. Lone Pine, 
298 ae ol Re CLG, caste as pie eee ene ete ecko ete seep GS ete oh 2a Do. 
309 he Ween DSS oes ba. Statthad Hy eacte cat ye ‘June deel Olin ate steers (hore tn ay aed shee Do. 
322 aes os wee COS arc Meanie ts ooh ceed, Jtine 9, 1891 j-2.--s ORE rae ieee Do. 
323 Cage EE ee Oe pete gk eo CN ein Fics SKN age el ay RO Pes tse rey Do 
B24 (Clon nm mi LEO et on eet achs eee a G06 rues pened React 2 0 ee ee Do. 
87 an eae ee Ot er ate pane Seale June 12, 1891 | F. Stephens -...-- Owens Lake. 
2 ‘Walker Pass, Calif. .....- Son July 3,1891 | V. Bailey metered 


Scolecophagus cyanocephalus. Brewer’s Blackbird. 

Brewer’s blackbird was not a common species in many localities vis- 
ited by the expedition, either in the desert region or among the motin- 
tains. At San Bernardino a number of flocks were seen, together 
with redwings, December 29, 1890. A few individuals were found about 
the ranch at Furnace Creek, in Death Valley, in the latter part of Jan- 
uary, and at Resting Springs, in the Amargosa Desert, early in Feb- 
ruary. 

In Nevada a few were seen at Ash Meadows and in Pahrump and 
Vegas valleys, where they kept about inclosures and out-houses, in 
March. Dr. Merriam found it in the same valleys April 29-30; at 
the Bend of the Colorado May 4; at Bunkerville in the Virgin Valley, 
May 8; in Meadow Creek Valley near Panaca, May 19; and in Pah- 
ranagat Valley May 22. A few were seen at Hot Springs, in Panamint 
Valley, April 20-25; in Saline Valley the latter part of June, and on 
the plateau at the foot of the White Mountains in July. In Owens Val- 
ley it was common at Olancha June 29; at Alvord June 26-28 ; at Mor- 
ans July 4-7; at Benton July 9-10; rather common at Bishop Creek 
August 4-10; and a few were seen at Little Owens Lake May 6-11 ; at 
Haway Meadows May 12-14; and at Ash Creek May 30 to June 3. 

In the High Sierra it was common at Menache Meadows May 24-26; at 
the head of Owens River the latter part of July; at Whitney Neemlaes 
where Mr. Nelson saw a flock of twenty or more sitting on the backs 
of sheep, August 30. A dozen or fifteen were seen at Trout Meadows 
September 7, and it was found breeding at Big Cottonwood Meadows 
during the summer. It was common in Walker Pass July 2; along 
the valley of the Kern July 3-13; at Walker Basin, where it was 
feeding on grasshoppers, July 13- 16: and at Bakersfield, in the San 
Joaquin Valley, July 17-20. Dr. Mentiatn Saw many Grane erass- 
hoppers in Antelope Valley, at the west end of the Mohavee Desert, 
June 27; found the species common in the Cafada de las Uvas June 
27-28; ae saw a few in the San Marcos Valley, San Diego County, 
July = 10. 

Mr. Bailey found it common at Monter ey September 28 to October 9; 
and Mr. Nelson saw flocks in San Joaquin Valley, and found it gen- 
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erally distributed along the route from San Simeon to Carpeunteria, in 
November and December. 


Record of specimens collected of Scolecophagus cyanocephalus. 


Col- 
ae r’s| Sex. , Locality. | Date. Collector. Remarks. 
0. 
a? 9 | -DeatheValley; Calif ..2--.2..-+2 Jan. 25,1891 | A. K. Fisher ...... Furnace Creek. 
Soule | sete Ose ed Sees ee cae PANTS elo tae Ol deena ee Do. 


Coscothraustes vespertinus montanus. Western Evening Grosbeak. 


The evening grosbeak was seen but once by the expedition. Mr. 
Bailey saw a small flock at Auburn, Calif., and secured two specimens 
October 22. 2 


Record of specimens collected of Coccothraustes vespertinus montanus. 


Col- 
zpeiny 8 Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
0. 
ree Auburn, Placer Co., Calif.:....| Oct. 22,1891 | V. Bailey...-.-... 
oT Rene COR Ree si es os A NE ete ee pote Ol cesar oad: CODE sia eee ates 


Pinicola enucleator. Pine Grosbeak. 

Mr. Nelson saw a fine adult male pine grosbeak in brilliant plumage 
on the head of the San Joaquin River July 30.. This individual was 
the only one seen during the year. 

Carpodacus purpureus californicus. California Purple Finch. 

Not obtained by any member of the expedition. Mr. Henshaw secured 
a Single specimen near Mount Whituey, Calif., October 10, 1875. 
Carpodacus cassini. Cassin’s Purple Finch. 

Cassin’s purple finch was seen only in the higher parts of the White 
and Inyo mountains, and in the Sierra Nevada. Mr. Nelson saw two 
pairs in the Pinus flexilis belt on Waucoba Peak, in the Inyo Mountains, 
during the latter part of June, and secured two specimens at about 2,650 
meters (8,700 feet) altitude in the White Mountains July 7. The same 
observer found it very abundant on the eastern slope, from 2,500 to 
2,900 meters (8,200 to 9,500 feet) at the head of Owens River, and also 
at the head of the San Joaquin River, on the western slope. 

It was also observed or secured at the following places in the High 
Sierra: at Horse Corral Meadows, August 11; at Cottonwood Meadows 
during the summer and as late as September 1; at Round Valley, 
which is 12 miles south of Mount Whitney, August 26-28; at Menache 
Meadows May 24-26; at Whitney Meadows the latter part of August, 
and near Mineral King during the latter part of August and early 
September, 


Record of specimens collected of Carpodacus cassini. 
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Col- 
lector’s| Sex Locality. Date. Collector. temarks,. 
No. 
Jv im. | White Mountains, Calif ..-.| July 7,1891| E. W. Nelson..... 
Bee AR ee UOpeen ere Fel: BR. kl Be Roar eee ele 008 & eueee neo 
137 | ov Sierra Nevada, Calif........ July 22,1891} I’. Stephens ...--. 
emataiit ttre) ees Coa el Ee POUR Aug.11,1891| T. S. Palmer. -.-.-- Horse Corral Mead- 
- ows. 
Telcte e faeces: (We Aba A sae aes June 19, 1891) B. WH. Dutcher ....| Big Cottonwood 
Meadows. 
Veil) @ete 0 aaa once One eee sULTN A SSO seen oe eee Do. 
420,| Sim, |--5-- CROSS Site eats hoes Seed Aug, 24,1891 | A. K. Fisher....-. Do. 
AOD eit dass =o (ROP eRi Ss Seo se eee beige SGU I eHNE Lees aay ee SE Ore Whitney Meadows. 
Suny |poeeaee WO soto taieleneiavehe elton Aug. 11801) -V. Baitey... 22. East Fork of Kayy- 
eah River, Calif. 


Carpodacus mexicanus frontalis. House Finch. 


The house finch was found wherever water was present in all locali- 
ties visited by the expedition, except in the higher mountains among 
the pines, and undoubtedly bred wherever found. There was no other 
species of bird, with the possible exception of the dove, whose presence 
was so indicative of the nearness of water as the one under considera- 
tion. The writer never saw it more than a few hundred yards from 
water, except when flying high overhead. . 

After leaving Daggett on the Mohave Desert, Calif., house finches 
were seen at all the springs or water holes on the road to Death Vailey. 
At Granite Wells flocks were found about the water at all times of 
day. In Death Valley a few were seen at Bennett Wells and between 
that place and Furnace Creek during the latter part of January. Dr. 
Merriam saw it at the latter place about the middle of April, and Mr. 
Bailey and the writer found it at both places on their last trip to the 
valley, June 19-22. 

In the Panamint Mountains it was abundant in Johnson, Surprise, 
and Emigrant canons, in April; at Willow Creek and Cottonwood 
Creek, in May; and in Wild Rose and Death Valley cafions, in June. 
Inthe Argus Range, the species was very abundant in Shepherd Caiion 
and at Maturango Spring, where it bred commonly, as it did in the 
Panamint Mountains. 

As many as a dozen nests were found from April 25 to May 1, in 
various situations. A few were placed in crevices in the rocky sides 
ofthe canon, while the majority were in bushes on the sloping hillsides, 
from one to several feet above the ground. The nests among the rocks 
were more compact, as they contained a larger amount of lining than 
those in the bushes, which in many cases were very loosely put together. 
The full complement of eggs in the different nests was four, five, and 
six. The species was common in the Coso, Inyo, and White mountains. 
It was everywhere common in Owens Valley from the lower to the upper 
part. In this valley, both at Independence and Lone Pine, the species 
was found to be very destructive to the ripened peaches during the 
middle of August. Flocks of birds occurred in the orchards, and in some. 
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places hardly an example of the ripe fruit could be found which was 
not more or less mutilated. .A number of birds shot in the peach or- 
chards at Lone Pine had little except the pulp of this fruit in their gul- 
“lets or stomachs. It was known as the ‘peach bird.’ 

Tt was common all along the route from Walker Pass, through the 
valley of Kern River, Walker Basin and Bakersfield to Visalia, June 
21-23, and July 1 to 23, and at Old Fort Tejon late in June and early in 
July. It was seen at Ash Meadows and Pahrump Valley, Nevada, in 
March. In the saine State, Dr. Merriam noted it among the cotton- 
woods at Yount’s ranch in Pahrump Valley, April 29; at Mountain 
Spring, in the Charleston Mountains, and at Upper Cottonwood Springs 
near the east base of these mountains, April 30; near the summit of 
the Timpahute Mountains in tree yuceas, May 26; at Quartz Spring, on 
the west side of the Desert Mountains, May 27; at the Bend of the 
Colorado, May 4, and on Gold Mountain where a young one just able to 
fly was caught June 3, at an altitude of about 1,980 meters (6,500 feet). 
It was common in Tule Caton June 4, and thence up to the plateau on 
top of Mount Magruder. In Arizona, he found it common at the 
mouth of Beaverdam Creek, May 9-10; in Utah, in the juniper belt of 
the Beaverdam Mountains, May 10-11, and at St. George, in the Lower 
Santa Clara Valley, May 11-15, where it was called ‘peach bird’ by 
the Mormons. Two nests were found at St. George, one in a eotton- 
wood and the other in an arborescent cactus. 

Mr. Nelson found the species in small numbers in the Canada de las 
Uvas, at San Emigdio Creek, and in the Temploa Mountains, and rather 
common about the ranches in the San Joaquin Valley in October. It 
was common along the route from San Simeon to Carpenteria, among 
the farms along the coast, and not uncommon between the latter place 
and Santa Paula in November and December. 


Record of specimens collected of Carpodacus mexicanus frontalis. 


Col- 
lector’s | Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. temarks, 
No. 
45 | o& | Daggett, Calif........--2::..- Jan. 9,1891) A, K. Wisher ----- 
RSs | sepa oie a. ROUT Eyer Hee ts ae certh ere Feb. 8,1891| EF. Stephens -..--- 
fet Panuamint Mountains, Calif...| Mch. 28,1891) EK. W. Nelson...-. Johnson Cation. 
158 a Geo COteee ee) ee SI eel ies Apr. 18,1891 | A. K,. Fisher --.-. Surprise Cafion. 
ABT IP OR ae alae is, hele epee a eee ageery las oe pO este oe ee MOUS o. ofa oe en eyes Do. 
187 2 | Argus Range, Calif..-------.-. ATi SOT SEC eee = secre ee are oe Nest and eggs. | 
ME ergy ee Te EE wince hehe Sian ctatie esl PM |. See Out aoe hee Ed Maturango Spring. 
Soon ape eet t UE a Ee ee fe lO ee as ab Oe BY ear he Do. 
eh ee ANG pets ge eedemrigee ball wey ee 4s poo befor VCO re atatar ny T.S. Palmer-..---- Do. 
ete daa cee Cares FEL et Se Wests Lae eGlays tra tere Ee Berra = oe Do. 
348 Q Death Valley, Calif ...:2--.-- Juue 21,1891 | A. K. Fisher --..-. Furnace Creck. 


Lozxia curvirostra stricklandi. Mexican Crossbill. 

Orossbills were uncommon and seen only in the Sierra Nevada. At 
Big Cottonwood Meadows Dr. Merriam saw them just below timber line 
June 18, and towards the end of the season Mr, Dutcher saw a few and 
shot a pair- Mr. Nelson saw some on the west slope opposite the head 
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of Owens River in August. At Horse Corral Meadows a noisy flock 
passed our camp August 12. Mr. Bailey saw the species at Whitney 
Meadows, and it was heard at Soda Springs or Kern River Lakes, Sep- 
tember 9. 


Record of specimens collected of Loxia curvirostra stricklandi, 


Col- 
lector’s | Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
Q Sierra Newada, Calif <.-2---.. =. Ano 20m 890, | VioB alee aaa = eee Whitney Meadows. 
et ees Oli Aeneas Co ohae: Stee oo oe | Ame. 28, 1891 |.-.... CURD eae tats ae Do. 
AE nae |My les Ge Sere oe Aug. 22,1891) B. H. Dutcher..-.| Big Cottonwood 
Me adows. 


Leucosticte tephrocotis. Gray-crowned LeucoSticte. 

A very interesting discovery made by the expedition was that 
the gray-crowned finch is a common summer resident in the higher 
portions of the White Mountains and the Sierra Nevada in eastern and 
southern California. The knowledge that this bird breeds as stated, 
makes its distribution in relation to the other species of the genus a 
little more clear. | 

In the Rocky Mountain region Leucosticte atrata is the northern and 
Li. australis the southern representative, just as Leucosticte t. littoralis 
is the northern race of L. tephrocotis of the more western range. 

Mr. Nelson found the gray-crowned finch breeding abundantly on 
the White Mountains, the only range except the Sierra Nevada on 
which the species was seen. It was found above timber line about the 
bases of the main peaks at an elevation from 3,350 to 3,650 meters 
(11,000 to 12,000 feet). He found the birds casy of approach as they 
were feeding on seeds and insects about the border of the melting 
snowdrifts. 

The warm west wind coming from over Owens Valley brought many 
insects which became benumbed by the cold and fell on the snowdrifts. 
These the birds devoured eagerly, and Mr. Nelson saw them pursue 
and tear to pieces several grasshoppers on the surface of the snow. 
The condition of the skin on the abdomen showed that they were 
incubating and that both sexes shared in this labor. He noticed when 
Skinning the birds that they had a double craw. One located in the 
usual place and the other in the form of a double gular sac divided by 
a median constriction. The latter when full hangs down like a lobe of 
bare skin outside of the feathers. % 

In the Sierra Nevada the same observer saw the species about tim- 
ber line at the head of Owens River on the eastern slope, and at the 
same altitude on Kern, Kings, and Kaweah rivers on the western slope. 
Mr. Stephens found it abundant about the lakes at the head of Inde- 
pendence Creek, where it was breeding June 18-23, and also saw three 
above timber ins at Menache Meadows, May 24-26. Mr. Dutcher saw 
several flocks and secured a few Specimens at and above timber line at 
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Big Cottonwood Meadows, during the summer. “Mr. Bailey found it 
common all along timber line and down among the Pinus balfouriana at 
Whitney Meadows. The writer did not see the species until August 18, 
when a flock of forty or more was seen on the west side of the rene 
sarge Pass. Later in the day, during a snow storm, a flock was seen. 
just below timber line on the east side of the Pass, and five specimens 
secured. The bad weather seemed to make them restless and hard to 
approach. At Round Valley, 12 miles south of Mount Whitney, the 
species was again seen just above timber line, August 28, and on the 
ridge north of Mineral King large flocks were seen September 8-11. 


Record of specimens collected of Leucosticte tephrocotis. 


Col- 
poate Sex. - Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
0. 
3 White Mountains, Calif ..| July 15,1891 | E.W. Nelson _.... 
S i SAL OS ke LOS eee See 
J OD es os paseo CLONE Pee epee er nee: 
J dos 3228 et EOS cet mee mane 
J Siler tC ea ee Le 
roe UO eee aw SBUG unpre ee ae Se 
Ss dor cases Oo siaee ee eee oe 
S$ OKs oe Wee BCEOU Sener vc eee 
J (hove aa AOR eae eats 
ot (LOWE ae EO ae see ae nae ee 
J (CLO aalen, ote =O to ait pe Sarnia 
ae (Ose ol GUO) ava Stee sec 
rot (Ciaetae Sele Bae AKO gas. - se eed 
ot MOP er. ka. 8s Sie 56 Sue Sekeeg he 
J = cagteafk (beens 5 Se SOLOW een ch ee oe 
fot WO 2a. AKO page le ey cet 2 
Q Coy saat Ars OmclOte etre swear 4 
Q (Obra ae a8 SNC Ogee thea te oe ten ae 
Q Oana COLO Soyer es oe 
Q (loess ama CLO rea iciete tet 
Q pale pea lS fenchd kien ee eae 
Q do FOOr euler SCG titers aan ee 
Q Sierra Nevada, Calif ...--. Jul y 25,1891 | E. W. Nelson..... ee Mammoth 
ass, Cal 
417 ef) abate. CG 0 Hs eB A A eee Bom Aug. 18,1891 | A. K. Fisher. ...-. Kearsarge Pass, 
11,000 feet altitude. 
418 SF ANT | Pam ose: (iy aa he ee Ae ecole FUORI SE Ie PEGE (nie ally pee et Do. 
ARO” Ona ae (LQ Reet arent te ar S@Opete hs We Po See Rrsen st Ee Do. 
112 Son ed eee (Oss hs Seen CLs June 22,1891 | F. Stephens-.-.-.. Independence Creck, 
10,000 feet. 
113 OS milage ase Ue A ee IS ee oases ot) hereto FER Omeetae crate reine Do. 
EO. SARE Doe (NES, wer ermrdre as ae Faas Sock lor 4a Nese cn eS, Do. 
115 Ci Wenaeee LO se eee ae aaa JS Opeeeee bate ALO eit es neice Do. 
TO." Lift ee oe LOL: eee RP nS 8 J uly 30, 1891 | B. H. Dutcher ....| Big Cottonwood Mead- 
ows. 
25 Saeed Bsa (LOD goo Ae. Se ee ANGUBI 2 SRIUSE NM Lge an COL 5 5 Stet es sey Do. 
| aif at |) aa Ga alas wesc Beam cers Aug, 20,1891 | V. Bailey......... Done: 
429; Sim|...... Cos eee. ee eee eee Aug. 28,1891 | A. K. Fisher ..... Round Valley, above 
timber line. 
161 Oe iapil «Saat Ce ee chal eee eae ceca Aug, 23,1891 | F. Stephens ...... Olancha Peak, 12,000 
feet altitude. 
ee Aa ae Gite eee Ss eee o Ato: 27, 18015) Vee Bailey. 1. ten Mineral King, 9,700 
feet altitude. 
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Leucosticte atrata. Black Leucosticte. 

Mr. Bailey secured one specimen of this species at St. George, 
Utah, January 21, 1889. It was feeding alone on a rocky hill, among 
low brush. 


Spinus tristis. Goldfinch. 
A common species throughout southern California, though not re- 
corded by any member of the expedition. 
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Spinus psaltria. Arkansas Goldfinch. 

The Arkansas goldfinch was observed in a number of localities 
throughout the mountain and desert regions visited. At San Bernar- 
dino a flock of eight or ten was seen feeding on the seeds of a wild sun- 
flower, December 28, 1890. Small flocks were seen in Cajon Pass, Jan- 
uary 2,again March 99-30, and in the cottonwoods bordering the Mohave 
River near Victor, March 30. 

In Nevada, it was not uncommon at Ash Meadows in March; at 
Queen station and mill in the White Mountains, July 11-16. Dr. 
Merriam found it at Upper Cottonwood Springs at the east base of the 
Charleston Mountains, April 30; at the Bend of the Colorado River, 
May 4; and in Pahranagat Valley, where it was breeding commonly, 
May 23. At the mouth of Beaverdam Creek, Arizona, and on the west 
side of the Beaverdam Mountains, Utah, he saw several May 9-10. As 
no specimens were taken for identification, the Arizona and Utah rec- 
ords may apply to Spinus psaliria arizone. | 

In the Panimint Mountains it was common in Johnson and Surprise 
canons, and in the latter place Mr. Albert Koebele found a nest, just 
completed, April 23. In thesame mountains Mr. Nelson found it a com- 
mon breeding species in Cottonwood, Mill Creek, and Willow Creek 
canons. In the Argus Range it was common in Shepherd Canon, 
where a nest and four eggs were taken April 27, and at Maturango 
Spring the first half of May. At Coso Mountains a few were seen 
along the streams in the cafions, the last of May. — 

Mr. Nelson found it common in the Grapevine Mountains, and rather 
common in the Inyo Mountains, in willow patches along the streams 
up to the pitions, the latter part of June. Goldfinches were common 
at the head of Owens River, abundant in the Yosemite, and from the 
base up to the nut-pines in the White Mountains. The were more or 
less common in Owens Valley from the lower end, at Little Owens 
Lake, northward to Benton and the foot of the White Mountains. A 
few were seen in Walker Pass, July 2-3; the species was common along 
the South Fork of Kern River, July 3-10; in Walker Basin, July 13-16; 
and at Bakersfield, in the San Joaquin Valley, July 17-20. In the High 
Sierra Dr. Merriam saw the species near Big Cottonwood Meadows, 
June 18, and the writer observed a flock near the abandoned sawmill 
in Sequoia National Park, August 1. 

Mr. Palmer reported it common at Old Fort Tejon during the first half 
of July; Mr. Stephens found it rather common at Reche Caton Septem- 
ber 22-24, and Mr. Bailey saw it in flocks at Monterey September 28 
to October 9. 

It was common at Three Rivers July 25-30, and along the route from 
Mineral King to that place September 12-15. 

Mr. Nelson found it common and generally distributed between San 
Simeon and Carpenteria and Santa Paula, in November and December. 
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Ltecovd of specimens collected of Spinus psaltria. 


Col- | 
tector Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
0. 
7 | o& | San Bernardino, Calif........-- Dec. 28,1890 | A. K. Fisher _.... 
188 | 9 Argus Range, Calif............ A pvil27, 1891 Pe CU. Se iomves he yO Shepherd  Cafiion, 
nest and 4 eges, 
193 Sa lane CLO Re a ae SE och es Asp il Zeon OE woe Mee es os See Shepherd Cation. 
Oa ot NSS. oe COS esas ee eee ae oe May 13,1891 |....do _............ Maturango Spring. 
Bos. <e 7+ Aalken Pass, Calif. 25... July 3, SONS Amer dliy ya ewe he nee 
371 | oS | Kern River, Calis seemed July 4, AR Sacarackt 9 pene ey a South Fork. 
J Pahranagat Valley, Nevada ...|May 23, 1891 | ©. Hart Merriam - 
& | Santa Clara, 18 ae on, May 11, ESO AV Dabley 2, ase. 


Spinus psaltria arizonee Arizona Goldfinch, 

This subspecies was found breeding in great abundance in the 
Lower Santa Clara Valley, Utah, by Dr. Merriam. Five nests with 
fresh eggs were found, and one Pith eggs nearly ready to hatch, May 
11-15. In California Mr. Bailey secured a specimen from a_ flock 
at Three Rivers, in the western foothills of the Sierra Ne evada, Sep- 
tember 15. 

Spinus lawrencei. Lawrence’s Goldfinch. 

Dr. Merriam reported Lawrence’s goldfinch as common in the Canada 
de las Uvas, June 28-29, and in the Granite Range in western San 
Diego County, July 1-10. Mr. Palmer saw a male near Old Fort Tejon, 
June 30, and shot one in the cafion July 6. A specimen was secured 
in Walker Basin July 16, and an individual was seen among the oaks 
above it, July 14. These are all the records we have for the species. 
Spinus pinus. Pine Siskin. 

At two places only was this species seen by members of the expedi- 
tion, both in the High Sierra in California. Mr. Nelson saw it at the 
head of the San Joaquin River, in August, and the writer observed a 
flock of a dozen or fifteen near timber line above Mineral King, Sep- 
tember 10. The birds were feeding upon seeds on or near the ground, 
and when flushed alighted on a pine branch within a few feet of the a: 
server. 

Poocetes gramineus confinis. Western Vesper Sparrow. 

The vesper sparrow was seen in comparatively few places on either 
side of the Sierra Nevada. At Ash Meadows, Nevada, it was not un- 
common in migration March 10, and a few were seen by Mr. Bailey at 
Vegas Ranch, March 10-18. 

Mr. Nelson ered a few among the sage brush above the pifions in 
the Inyo Mountains, in June; not uncommon on the White Mountains, 
and on the plateau at the head of Owens Valley, in July; and common 
at the head of Owens River, in the same month. Dr. Merriam found 
the species at Mountain Meadows, Utah, May 17. A single specimen 
was seen near Visalia, Calif., September 17, a few near the lower end 
of the Cafada de las Uvas and San Emigdio Cafon, and on the Carrizo | 
Plain, in San Joaquin Valley, in October. 
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Ammodramus sandwichensis alaudinus. Western Sayanna Sparrow. 

This little sparrow was found nowhere common, though it breeds 
sparingly in various localities throughout the desert regions. The 
writer found it not uncommon in the alfalfa fields at Furnace Creek, 
Death Valley, in the latter part of January, and Dr. Merriam found 
afew at the same place April 9-12, but Mr. Bailey and the former 
observer did not detect it on their last trip to the valley, June 19-22, 
Mr. Nelson found a few at Saratoga Springs, in the lower end of the 
valley, late in January. A few were seen at Resting Spring, Cali- 
fornia early in February; a number of specimens were secured in the wet 
meadows at Ash Meadows, Nevada, during the first three weeks of 
March; and Mr. Nelson found it not uncommon about wet ground in 
Pahrump and Vegas valleys and in Vegas Wash March 3-16. Dr, 
‘Merriam shot one at the Great Bend of the Colorado May 4; one in 
Meadow Creek Valley, Nevada, May 19, and a number in Pahranagat 
Valley, Nevada, May 22-26. 

In Owens Valley the writer found it not uncommon and breeding 
among the salt grass at Owens Lake May 30 to June 4, and at. Lone 
Pine June 4-15; and Mr. Stephens found it not uncommon at Olancha, 
May 16-23; Alvord, June 26-28; and Morans, July 4-7. 

A pair was seen by Mr. Nelson at the head of Owens Valley near 
the White Mountains about the middle of July, and by the writer at 
Three Rivers, in the western foothills, September 16. It was common 
along the coast from San Simeon to Santa Barbara, and afew were seen 
near Carpenteria in December. 


Record of specimens coilected of Ammodramus sandwichensis alaudinus. 


Col- r 
lector’s| Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
2 | Great Bend of Colorado River, Nev; May 4,1891| C. Hart Merriam-. 
6 | Pahrump Valley, Nev.....-..-... Feb. 17,1891 | E. W. Nelson ...-. 
3& | Ash Meadows, Nev ..------------ Minis. As WSO neues Bee aries 
OF lec teee (SIDS aint el de Ry Gp En Pomel. Jopr sie hae Ao NS) Act pes ny ey es 
119 ON ar ass CLOVES 9 2a act eens net eee Mar. 8,1881] A. K. Fisher.-..... 
120 OAT CN a CORSE Sa SE Se EW Pe ah een Gis OUND. atten Sel ge 
129 oat Pree Gon... San ee eee) tee i Wheriels 1S 91k ee lo ee ee 
Salter eens CR) etn hens ee Ee ee: Toe Mar. 19,1891 | HE. W. Nelson --.--.- 
106 o | Resting Springs, Calif_.....-...-. | Feb. 11,1891 | A. K. Fisher...... 
(2 | Death Valley,-Calif.. 222. ..2.5-- Jan. 31,1891 | E. W. Nelson-..... | Saratoga Spring. 
79 Oa) ashe LO se ee ree Jan. 26,1891} A. K. Fisher...--.. Furnace Creek. 
91 enalCaeeoe COE weirs ee oe See meee eJReUTpgeevilie-sS OG) a suC] apace ee Do, 
92 Yet at Sb (Oat, Sede oer san Ser ree PE ae ote ee een Pex Coes Retr pee Oo. 
179 @ | Panamint Valley, Calif...-...-.-. PAST Trea ao Bulle le eee UL Omere Deaeeee ere Hot Springs. 
283 © | @wens Valley, Calif. ..--.:-..-..- PS TCHR | ERT a ei en, ace | Keeler. 
291 SP Mee cees CACC as es eee ere seers Hee: oeUBOT |. Oe ee, le a Do. 
61 ee hae... Ot a epi de ces a a | May 22,1891 | F. Stephens.-...... Olancha. 
88 ef) |e tae a COTE ee es Le ae oa een Seoul MOOG. e CLOwee a went mle Do. 
103 Ole ners 5 (CO) to soheuosmastcedsocees SiON, ERO hes kG ete BA ee Do. 
292 Siete oe WOpoe ta oe ee Sena Piece June 5,1891|) A. K. Fisher....-- Lone Pine. 
Oa HES Oe alliance eee see eee er Sept. 25,1891 | E. W. Nelson....- 


Ammodramus sandwichensis bryanti. Bryant’s Marsh Sparrow. 


Mr. Nelson found Bryant’s sparrow common along the coast from 
Santa Barbara to Carpenteria during the first half of December. 
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Tecord of specimen collected of Ammodramus sandwichensis bryant. 


Col- ; 
eu Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
0. 
roe | -Carpentertst, Calit 14 22. ajeant Dec. 18, 1891 | E. W. Nelson eee. 
Be ics = CALS a San eS Sates Oss 6 ee | ck ips 2. en en 
os ERs COM poe re _..do See 2 Cae (0 Wetenge fs), ee 


Chondestes grammacus strigatus. Western Lark Sparrow. 


The western lark sparrow is a characteristic inhabitant of the Upper 
Sonoran and Transition Zones and was not found in the Lower Sonoran 
. Zone, except west of the Sierra Nevada, and during migration. It was 
a common species in Owen’s Valley from the lower end northward, and 
was breeding wherever found. The writer found it abundant alon g¢ the 
South Fork of Kern River, at Kernville, and in Walker Basin during 
the first half of July. In the San Joaquin Valley it was abundant at 
Bakersfield, and all along the route to Visalia, July 17-23, and at Three 
Rivers, July 25-30 and September 14-17, 

Dr. Merriam furnished the following notes on the species: ‘(In Ne- 
vada it was common throughout the sage brush on the rolling plateau 
that forms the northward continuation of the Juniper Mountains, May 
18, and in Desert and Pahranagat valleys, May 20-26. In Pahranagat 
Valley it was particularly abundant, breeding andin full sone. It was 
common in the north part of Oasis Valley, June 1, but was not observed 
at the southern end of this valley. On Mount Magruder a few were 
seen in the sage brush June 5. Others were found at Mountain Spring 
in the Charleston Mountains and at Upper Cottonwood Springs at the 
east base of these mountains, April 30; and in the Valley of the Muddy, 
May 6. Several were seen in the lower edge of the junipers on both 
sides of the Beaverdam Mountains in southwestern Utah, May 10 and 
11. It was found also in the Santa Clara Valley, Utah, May 11-15, 
and was common in Mountain Meadows, Utah, May 17. In Owens 
Valley, California, it was common in the sage brush of the Upper So- 
noran Zone, June 10-19, and in Antelope Valley at the west end of the 
Mohave Desert, June 27-28. On the west slope of the Sierra Nevada 
it was abundant in the valley of Kern River, where full-grown young 
were conspicuous, June 22-23. It was seen in the Tehachapi Valley, 
June 25, and in the Cafiada de las Uvas, June 28-29, where full-grown 
young were common.” 

Mr. Nelson found it rather common in the Canada de las Uvas and 
San Emigdio Cation, at various places in San Joaquin Valley and 
about the borders of the foothills, in October, and in the more open 
country along the route from San Simeon to Carpenteria, in November 
and part of December. 
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Record of specimens collected of Chondestes grammacus strigatus. 


Col- 
lector’s| Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
307 | @ | Owens Valley, Calif........-.-- June 6, 1891) A. K. Fisher. ..--. Lone Pine. 
BU 60 elle CLO 20S AL, tS En OE Pe Pai No ei SE lr aes (hove Me ee Se Do, 
B20 5| een) | soe C1 0ce or Sure a ea eece ee tears June 9, 1891 |.....- CoE sees ter en rs Do. 


Zonotrichia leucophrys. White-crowned Sparrow. 

The white-crowned sparrow was @ common summer resident in the 
Sierra Nevada and White Mountains, but was not found in any other 
locality, even as a migrant—at least specimens were not taken else- 
where. There is uncertainty as to the race which breeds among the 
pifons in the Inyo Mountains, as no specimens were collected there. 
Mr. Nelson found the white-crowned sparrow on the plateau at the head 
of Owens Valley, and thence up to near timber tinein the White Moun- 
tains, and Mr. Stephens saw it at the Queen mill and mine, Nevada, in 
the same range, July 11-16. Along the eastern slope of the Sierra it was 
common at the head of Owens River, the last of July; rather common at 
Menache Meadows, May 24-26; Onion Lake on Independence Creek, 
June 18-23; and at Bishop Creek, August 4-10. Mr. Dutcher found it 
very common among the willows at Big Cottonwood Meadows, where 
nests were taken. Mr. Palmer saw anest containing three eggs near 
Mount Silliman, August 7, and Mr. Belding found the species in the Yo- 
semite. White-crowned sparrows were common in flocks at Whitney 
Meadows, September 1, Farewell Gap, September 8, and from timber 
line above Mineral King down along the Kaweah River to below the 
pines, September 10-12. 


Record of specimens collected of Zonotrichia leucophrys. 


Col- ; 
dechones Sex Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
0. 
148} im Sierra Nevada, California..... Aug. 8,1891 | F. Stephens....-.- Bishop Creek. 
ALIGHT Fe * lees = ae does SC npr rer leg tee AIT 22; SOY ee aco eet ee Independence 
Creek. 
OF hee OR lg Me oe, Mae July 31,1891 | V. Bailey ......... Mineral King. 
fed White Mountains ........-... July 10,1891 | E. W. Nelson ....- 
162) ¢ SHOE Tae WOME eter ene ee ons Aug. 26,1891 | F. Stephens....... Mulkey Meadows. 
Obs Deo A Serre WA ean agen Ne July 7,1891| B. H. Dutcher....) Big Cottonwood 
Meadows. 
OE tense Kt eh RENE ie eee tle eS y- PS ESS FS Tye. ee en Do. 
Sh adh el eeeohices CG Sire eee ef hier ae a lys IOCO ie Cece ee oe cece Do. 
422 repantit stereo (dF o ees om Bey, Sete et gee PALL Macon LOMA. Keni sireiie salar Do. 


4onotrichia leucophrys intermedia. Intermediate Sparrow. 

The intermediate sparrow was found as a migrant or winter resident 
only, through the desert regions, where it was often abundant among 
the mesquite or other thickets. In Cajon Pass it was very common Jan- 
uary 1-2, and again March 30. In the Mohave Desert it was common 
at Hesperia January 4, and about Stoddard Wells J anuary 6. In 
Death Valley it was common about Furnace Creek ranch the last of 
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January and April 9-12, and at Resting Springs the first half of Feb- 
ruary and April 27. At the latter place the flocks became very tame 
and came into camp to pick up the crumbs. 

It was common about the ranch and among the mesquite at Ash 
Meadows, Nev., during the greater part of March, and Mr. Nelson 
found it abundant at Pahrump and Vegas ranches and among the juni- 
pers in the Charleston Mountains during the same month. Dr. Merriam 
found it common at Leach Point Spring, Calif, April 25; at Mountain 
Spring in the Charleston Mountains, Nev., April 30; in the Valley of 
the Virgin near Bunkerville, May 8, and a few tardy migrants in 
Pahranagat Valley May 22-26. In the Santa Clara Valley, Utah, the 
subspecies was still tolerably common May 11-15. In the Panamint 
Mountains it was common in Johnson, Surprise, and Emigrant eatons 
in April, and Mr. Nelson found a few late migrants on Willow Creek 
the last of May. The sparrow was abundant among the mesquite at 
Hot Springs, Panamint Valley, April 20-25; a few were seen at Searl’s 
garden, near the south end of the Argus Range, about the same time, 
and afewin Shepherd Cation as lateas May 1. In the latter place Mr. 
Nelson reported it very common in January. Mr. Stephens found it 
rather common in the lower end of Oasis Valley, Nev., March 15-19, and 
at Grapevine Spring, Calif., April 1-4. 

A few were observed by Mr. Nelson about the Cafiada de las Uvas 
and San Hmigdio Canon in October, and along the coast from San 
Simeon to Carpenteria in November and December. 


Record of specimens collected of Zonotrichia leucophrys intermedia. 


Col- 3 
lector’s| Sex Loeality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
26 | 9 im.-| Cajon Pass, Calif .....-...--- Jan.~ 2,1891 | A.I. Wisher...... 
Ait || Cotes | Waeera CO Fe ELT x eae ery Oren ee er: CU Pe Les ak Sieve 
388 | of SELES Orie eC lite 2 oe on eee APhibe SEA A sip ee ee ee 
61 o Daece ti Calis s ee. ose ane Feb. 7, 1891 | I’. Stephens.....-. 
68 | 2 Death Valley, Calif.......... Jan. 23,1891 | A. K. Fisher -..-.- Furnace Croek. 
GE poem lita Oma et Scenic. 6 tweeee kt As CL Oise ee SECON Ses sy = Do. 
rouh WSF eo BUOY pean a= COLES ae Face e eee es NAPs eeLoOI a = (Ole. sere eo Do. 
105 | 2 Resting Springs, Calif ..-.-.- LEGGE AROUSAL pe CUNO oe mie eh Serco 
128) | ct Ash Meadows, Calif -.....--. A EUI PENG SLs OO eta CLC) er eee ene 
137 | 2 Soe IO epee bees de Dae wet toe ATO CLO Mh oils | Rees (One ots Sena 
Q Panamint Mountains, Calif ..| Mar. 29,1891 | E. W.Nelson ..--. Johnson Caiion. 
Ge i Sentee (iO: ecib aes ee Alte me oo ee = KU Pde te esl O. panes ae Do. 
Cee Fives iOS Se ea Sorat ent en de Dee O) Ue beshecte mnsmee (lac alte ete ate ce Do. 
ot Panamint Valley, Calif ...--- AT ea OOS I, Se Oe a secre te Hot Spring. 
QS Sao (LO% 2 5p Ses ysis se eee DS Teen ote RO! eh ieee CLO Nes een oe ee os Do. 
i aes COs toa cee sass Sees aL RO s es CO pe tee ae Do. 
they theron Geto Sew mae pee eter eey Appr. 1891 | Woibaileys 22> en. Emigrant Spring. 
48 | 9 Argus Range, Calif.....---.. Apr. 22,1891 | F. Stephens. ...... Borax Flat. 
Q Carpenteria, Calif.........-.. Dec. 18,1891 | Ik. W. Nelson .---. 


Zonotrichia leucophrys gambeli. Gambel’s Sparrow. 

Gambel’s sparrow was not met with east of the Sierra Nevada, and on 
the western side as a migrant only. Mr. Bailey found it abundant 
at Monterey the first week in October, and Mr. Nelson reported it 
common in the San Joaquin Valley wherever a vigorous growth of 
bushes or weeds afforded attractive shelter. Along the route from 
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San Simeon to Carpenteria and Santa Paula it was abundant during 
November and December. 


Yonotrichia coronata. Golden-crowned Sparrow. 

The golden-crowned sparrow was found by Mr. Nelsonto be abundant 
and generally distributed along the coast from San Simeon to Carpen- 
teria and Santa Paula during November and December. ‘This is the 
only region where the species was noted. 


Zonotrichia albicollis. White-throated Sparrow. 

Mr. Nelson secured a male specimen of the white-throated sparrow 
at the mission of Santa Ynez, December 6, 1891, which makes the fourth 
record for California. 

Spizella monticola ochracea. Western Tree Sparrow. 

The only place where the tree sparrow was seen was Pahrump ranch, 
Nevada, where Mr. Nelson found quite a number in the willow thickets, 
the latter partof February. They appeared quite suddenly one morn- 
ing before a storm, which filled the valley with rain and covered the 
mountains with snow. 

Spizella socialis arizone. Western Chipping Sparrow. 

The chipping sparrow was not found to be a common migrant in the 
valleys, though it was more or less common as a Summer resident in the 
mountains, from the pinons and junipers up to and among the other coni- 
fers. A number were seen in the cultivated fields about San Bernardino, 
December 28-29, 1890. Mr. Nelson saw a few on the Panamint Moun- 
tains the latter part of May and found the species breeding on the Grape- 
vine Mountains, June 10-11. A few were seen about Maturango Spring, 
where the males were in full song, May 15-14. The species was found 
up to timber line in the White Mountains, and was common at the head 
of Owens River, in the Sierra Nevada. Dr. Merriam found it on the 
north slope of Telescope Peak in the Panamint Mountains, April 17-19; 
among the junipers in the Juniper Mountains, Nevada, May 18; and 
among the pinons on Mount Magruder, Nevada, June 5. In Walker Basin 
it was common among the pines above the valley, July 14, and Mr. 
Palmer found it quite common at Old Fort Tejon about the same time. 
In the High Sierra it was common in the Sequoia National Park the 
first week in August; at Horse Corral Meadows, August 9-13; in Big 
Cottonwood Meadows during the summer and fall; at Whitney Mead- 
ows, the first week in September; at Mineral King, near timber line, 
September 9-11; and along the Kaweah River, from Mineral King to 
the valley, September 11-13. 


Record of specimens collected of Spizella sociailis arizone. 


Col- 
desis Sex. Locality. Date. Colletcor. Remarks. 
4NO. 
isl} sese San Bernandino, Calif ao a .| Dec. 28,1890} A. K.Wisher.... 
155) | Qa sierra Nevada, Calif..:..... Aug. 22,1891] F.Stephens..... Olancha Peak. 
ate eceer eee og im. aie gh Gear Fierergecss par CE Ek V. Bailey ......-| Whitney Meadows. 


ea Neo, Wun, vv. me AS 
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Spizella breweri, Brewer's Sparrow. 

Brewer’s sparrow was a common species throughout the desert re- 
gions during migration, and bred in most of the mountain ranges 
among the sagebrush. A number were seen in Vegas Wash, March 
10-13, and the species arrived at Ash Meadows, Nevada, March 17. 
Mr. Nelson reported it as a common breeding species among the sage, 
both in the Panamint and Grapevine mountains, during the latter part 
of May and first of June. Many ofits nests were found, usually con- 
taining four eggs, and built in a sage bush a couple of feet from the 
ground. On the north side of Telescope Peak Dr. Merriam found it 
common among the sage, April 17-19, and Mr. Bailey and the writer 
observed it near the same place, June 22-25. It was not uncommon 
at Hot Springs, in Panamint Valley, April 20-23; several were seen at 
Leach Point Spring, April 25; and one was shot in the northwest arm 
of Death Valley, April 13. 

In Nevada Dr. Merriam found it tolerably common in parts of Pah- 
rump Valley, April 29, and at Mountain Spring, in the Charleston 
Mountains, April30. He reported it as common in the sage brush on the 
plateau of the Juniper Mountains; in Pahranagat Valley, May 22-26; 
on Gold Mountain, June 3; in Tule Cation, June 4; and thence up to 
the summit of Mount Magruder, where it was the commonest bird on 
the sage plateau, June 4-11, breeding abundantly, and extending 
thence northerly into Fish Lake Valley. 

In Utah Dr. Merriam did not see it in the low St. George Valley, 
but found it common in the upper part of the Santa Clara Valley, May 
16, beginning with the sagebrush about 8 miles north of St. George 
and continuing northward to Mountain Meadows and the Escalante 
Desert, where several nests were found, May 17. Inthe Beaverdam 
Mountains it was tolerably common throughout the sage and junipers, 
May 10. 

Returning to California, in the Argus Range, the species was com- 
mon in Shepherd Cafion, and was breeding commonly at Maturango 
Spring, from the summit of the range to the bottom of Coso Valley, 
early in May. In the Coso Mountains it was common, and a number 
of nests containing eggs were found during the latter part of May. Mr. 
Nelson found the species rather common in the Inyo Mountains, from 
the sage up to the summit in the White Mountains, and at the head 
of Owens River in the Sierra Nevada. In Owens Valley it was com- 
mon throughout the summer, especially along the eastern slope of the 
Sierra Nevada, where Mr. Stephens noted it in a number of places, 
even as high as Menache Meadows. It was common on the western 
slope of Walker Pass, June 21 and July 2-3, and in Kern River Val- 
ley, June 22-23 and July 11-13. Mr. Palmer reported it as tolerably 
common in the sagebrush among the pions at Old Fort Tejon, July 9. 
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Record of specimens collected of Spizella brewert. 
Col 
lector’s| Sex. Locality. Date Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
130] ¢ Ash Meadows, Ney .-.------- Mar. 17,1891} A. i<. Fisher .... 
- ee Nae ee CO Aee ee ee Oe eee eae ee Mar. 18,1891 | KE. 3a Nelson. - 
9) Panamint Valley, Calif..-...- PAY OLE Py SHOE a GUE er or Hot Springs. 
46) oC Panamint Mts.. Calit_.-...... Apr. 16, 1891 ¥, Stophons:.- ca 
203 fot AtSis Range, Calif....---.--- May 6,1891| A. K. Fisher ....| Matnurango Springs. 
Soc lew let Shel Guanes ctlsgeere sale te Ua May “8, 1801 cc@ Oo use cee Do. 
81 fe) Ono makes Walitts se. - seen June 10, 1891 ¥, Stephens-... 
OSS cetiie|: =e Onis Batten ae 2 Oe ore J huborem Usp nest Ss eriloe D5 a ae 


Spizella atrigularis. 


Black-chinned Sparrow. 


The black-chinned sparrow is one of a number of species whose 
known range was much extended by the observations of the expedi- 
It was first observed in Johnson Caton in the Panamint Range, 


tion. 


where an adult male was seen among the junipers, 


April 6. 


In Sur- 


prise Caton, of the same range, the species was first seen April 15, 
when two specimens were secured, and subsequently it became common. 
The song, which was frequently heard, resembles closely that of the 


Hastern field sparrow (Spizella pusilla). 
Argus Range, a male was seen among the 


and on May 27 a female with her nest and three eg 


At Maturango Spring, 


in the 


sage (Artemisia tridentata) 
on May 12, and a female was secured among the willows near the 
spring, which had an egg in the oviduct, almost ready for expulsion, 
May 15. In the Coso Mountains the species was not uncommon, 


gs was secured. 


The nest was situated in a small bush about two feet from the ground, 
ona gradually sloping hillside bearing a scattered growth of pifion. 


On the west-side of Owens Valley Mr. Stephens 


heard several sing- 


ing on Independence Creek, near the Rex Monte mill, and secured a speci- 


men June 20. On the western 


Slope of Walker Pass a specimen was 


-Secured in one of the cations, as it was washing at a pool, July 3, and 
at Walker Basin an immature bird was shot on the ridge above the 
valley, July 14. 


Ltecord of specimen collected of Spizella atrigularis. 


Col- 
ects Sex Locality. Date. Collector. emarks. 
0. 
& | Panamint Mountains, Calif.! Apr. 16,1891] E. W.Nelson.._.. Surprise Caiion. 
GOR | Niche | seeeee (Ole oe eee ee = SNe a erae Apr. 15,1891 | A. K. Fisher Do. 
161 Ome) Rees Otte UR Re oye ete eo MOM eA ke Sethi ee ee Do. 
241 | 2 | Argus Range, Calif......... “May Uopeiccp le Bie) aide ter ee Maturango Spring. 
209: || © Coso Mountains, (Genlitite nase May O7-e1ROT |hek sO... oat Nest and eggs. 
XT AG eal CKO) ate a lee aa ee aE do: 4 eee ae ORS See fen ae ee 
360 | @ WislkersPassts@nility sos aos ee frais SS ycIOSRE | Nee (oye. 24M SL 
392] of | Walker Basin, (CPMMDE sige Ae July 14, TESS MISO CORO es seals a ee 
109; o | Independence Creek, Calif..| June 20, 1891.) F.Stephens......- Owens Valley. 


Junco hyemalis. 


Slate-colored Junco. 


A specimen of the common eastern junco was secured by the writer in 
Johnson Cation in the Panamint Range, April 3, aud another was seen a 
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day or two later in the same locality. Mr. Bailey took one near Fort 
Mohave, Ariz.,-March 4, 1889, 


Junco hyemalis shufeldti. Shufeldt’s Junco. 


A specimen collected in the Charleston Mountains and another in 
the Grapevine Mountains, Nevada, in March, belong to this race. 
Whether the species remains in these ranges to breed, or passes further ~ 
east for that purpose, if isimpossible to say, a8 no specimens were col- 
lected there later in the season. 


fiecord of specimens collected of Junco hyemalis shufeldti. 


ee a ite ai kha ni <a, = =a) SS ee ee 
Col- 
lectors | Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 


Q | Charleston Mountains, Nev ....| Mar. 7,1891| V. Bailey ......... 
30 | @ Grapevine Mountains, Ney ...-| Mar. 21, 1891 | F. Stephens 


Junco hyemalis thurberi. Thurber’s Junco. 


Thurber’s junco was a common species in many places throughout 
the desert region of southeastern California, and bred commonly in most 
of the desert ranges, as well as in the Sierra Nevada. It was very com- 
mon in Cajon Pass in the San Bernardino Mountains, January 2, and sev- 


_eral were seen there March 30. Mr. Nelson found juncoscommon at Lone 


Pine, in the cations at the foot of the Sierra Nevada, also in Surprise 
Canon of the Panamint, and Shepherd Cajion of the Argus range, in 
December and early January. The individuals which he found in eon- 
siderable numbers at Pahrump ranch, and in the Charleston Mountains, 

in February and March, may or may not have been wholly or in at 
referable to this form, as a single specimen collected in the Charleston 
Mountains belongs to the more eastern race, shufeldti. The same may 
be said of the few pairs of birds he found breeding near the summit of 
the Grapevine Mountains, in June, as no specimens were collected at 
that time. It was common in Johnson and Surprise cafons, in the 
Panamint range, during the first half of April; Dr. Merriam saw many 
on the north base of Telescope Peak, April 16-19, and Mr. Bailey and 
the writer saw it from the summit of that peak down to below the ‘char- 
coal kilns’, in Wild Rose Caton, June 23. It was tolerably common 
among fie. pilons in the Argus range, where specimens were secured 
during the first half of May, and Mr. Palmer saw one in the Coso Moun- 
tains May 27, and others at Cerro Gordo, in the Inyo range, May 31. 
Mr, Nelson found it sparingly among the Pinus flevilis in the latter 
range the last of June, and not common in the White Mountains in 
July. Mr. Stephens found it not common from the Rex Monte mine to 
timber line in Independence Caiion, June 18-23; at Queen mine, White 
Mountains, Nevada, July 11-16; common at Bishop Creek, August 4-10, 


and Menache Meadows, May 24-26. Juncos were common on the 


ridge above Walker Basin, July 14, and Mr. Palmer saw three baek of 
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Old Fort Tejon July 6, which had probably descended from the moun- 
tains where they were common among the pines July 9. Mr. Nelson 
reported this species as abundant at the head of Owens River, where 
he found a nest containing four eggs nearly ready to hatch, July 25, 
On the western slope it was also common. On the upper Merced he 
found two nests on August 3, one containing a young bird and three 
eggs nearly ready to hatch, and the other three fresh eggs. The first 
mentioned nest was nicely hidden under a projecting spruce root on 
the side of a small gully, and the latter was placed in a clump of aspens 
at the base of a small sapling, was strongly made, and was lined with 
the long hairs of the porcupine. 

Juncos were very common in the Sequoia National Park during the 
first week of August. One nest with three eggs was found, and young 
as large as their parents were seen. ‘They were common at Horse Cor- 
ral Meadows August 9-13, Big Cottonwood Meadows and Round Valley 
the last of August, and at Whitney Meadows and Mineral King early 
in September. Mr. Dutcher found them abundant at Big Cottonwood 
Meadows where he discovered several nests, and Mr. Bailey observed 
them on the Kaweah River from the lowest conifers to above timber- 
line. A nest with young was found among the giant redwoods July 29. 

Mr. Nelson reported the species as common on high ground along 
the route from San Simeon to Carpenteria in November and December; 
it was also common on the route from La Panza to San Luis Obispo 
October 28 to November 3; and a few were seen at Santa Paula the last 
of December. 
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Record of specimens collected of Jwnco hyemalis thurberi. 


Col- 
lector’s} Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
Q Panamint Mountains, Calif.| Mar. 28,1891 | E. W. Nelson..-..- Johnson Cafon. 
Waheed ee Sere es SER ST dle pe POM eer <5 S13 SYR nm 2a Ae Do. 
ieeey llores ert ate et ads ae eee “Apr. 2, 1891 “A. K. Fisher ....-- Do. 
eG | VEE ears Ee Sr) SP ad Ae 19,1800 (doo. occ el Surprise Cation. 
oe 9 feeskor C0 Parsee cag eok a: BOLO! eee EW: Nelsona—. -- Do. 
Shier Hie 3s Ov... ec Aeees eho ald: June 23,1891 | A. K. Fisher .....- Coal kilns. 
202 | ¥ Argus Range, Calif...-....- May 6. SO De Es mel Oates tear e Maturango Spring. 
ie eee: - aE SS GE lee ge 2 May 9,1891| T.S. Palmer .....- Do. 
ie Neac AU epoce gi Sede op oe ss ike e Ee UO BS ABE Slee Do. 
111 | Q Rae Valley, Calif........- ‘June 21,1891 | F. Stephens ...-.. Independence 
Creek. cihane: 
133 | o White OEE HIDS: Calin es aad uly- Lae IeSt | 6 od, joes eek 10,000 feet altitude 
Be eke SOS eer ae Sinn eee Se July 14,1891 | KE. W. Nelson ..-.. 
ae Ne Cajon ies Colth. Ss eats Jan. 2,1891|) A. K. Fisher .-.... 
Q Sierra Nevada, @aliten. toe Aug. ie 1891 | ViBailey «. 2... Mineral King. 
Bie wees LT KB Pea eae Aas ste aye ae June 19,1891 | B. H. Dutcher..--. Big Cotto nwood 
| Meadows. 
Or Sees a eee Se SSRI SPN at CYS o Te Roi | on. CL. Ose etre le rela Do. 
ae Newey Moats ALO? Sa ates seks pt Sept. 14, 1891 scigdg Ee ene eo Do. 
eet we We We sighas a Ae PS Pes TLogeee ee Are a Weepieal ete Do. 
4141 9 ad. |..--.. Qe WINES Aen ote “Aug, 12, 1891 ce Histor ee Horse Corral Mead- 
ows. 
144 | dim. |.....- LO Re Pee eee eo July 27,1891 | F. Stephens...-...- 
ion SS De WOES Se aes Be July 22,1891 | KE. W. Nelson .-.... 
Oe leeselse WO> Sob ial s ee ee July 25, TSO Isr oes ee oe Nest and eggs. 
oh San Emigdio Caiion, Calif. ..| Oct. 18,1891 |....do ..........--- 
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Junco pinosus. Point Pinos Junco. 


This species has been described by Mr. Leverett M. Loomis since the 
return of the expedition. Juncos which were seen at Monterey by Dr. 
Merriam and Mr. Bailey undoubtedly belong to this species. 
Amphispiza bilineata. Black-throated Sparrow. 

The black-throated desert sparrow is one of the most abundant and 
characteristic birds of the Lower Sonoran zone, in which it breeds 
abundantly. The writer first observed the species in the Funeral 
Mountains, at the summit of Furnace Creek Cation, on March 22, while 
on the return trip to Death Valley from Ash Meadows, Nevada. The 
four or five males which were seen evidently had just arrived, as Mr. 
Bailey and Mr. Nelson, who had passed over the same route a few days 
before, saw none, The bird was common on both slopes of the Pana- 
mint Mountains, in Johnson and Surprise cations, during the first three 
weeks of April, where it was in full song most of the time. It was 
common in the Argus range from the valley to the summit. In Coso 
Valley, below Maturango Spring, Mr. Palmer and the writer found 
several nests. On May 12 two were discovered, one containing three 
young and the other four eggs, and on May 13 a nest was found just 
completed. In the Coso Mountains this sparrow was common, and its 
nest was found in various kinds of bushes, though the branching cac- 
tus (Opuntia echinocarpa) seemed to be the most common site. A nest 
containing eggs was found near the road between Darwin and Keeler 
as late as May 30. 

When Mr. Bailey and the writer returned to Death Valley in the 
latter part of June, they did not find this bird in the valley proper, but 
found it a few hundred feet above, in Death Valley Caton, and all 
through the Panamint Mountains. The same observers found it com- 
mon both on the east and west slope of Walker Pass, in the Sierra 
Nevada, on July 1-3, and the former saw several on the South Fork of 
the Kern River July 3-10. 

Dr. Merriam furnishes the following notes on the species as observed 
by him on the trip to and from St. George, Utah: “In California it was 
common on the Mohave Desert, between the mouth of Cajon Pass and 
Pilot Knob, in the early part of April; and at the west end of the desert 
(Antelope Valley) June 27, and was found also near Lone Willow 
Spring, in Windy Gap, in Death Valley, in Emigrant Cation, and in 
Leach Point Valley. In Owens Valley, California, it was common in the 
Lower Sonoran zone where it ranges north on the east side of the yal- 
ley as far as Alvord, and was found in Deep Spring Valley, Nevada (June 
9). In Nevadait was common also in Pahrump Valley (the commonest 
Sparrow April 29),in Vegas Valley, at the Great Bend of the Colorado 
(where a nest containing two fresh eggs was collected May 4), along the 
Virgin River Valley (nests containing fresh eggs found at Bunkerville 
early in May), in Desert Valley just east of the Pahroe Mountains 
(May 20), on the plain below Pahroc Spring (May 22), in Pahranagat 
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Valley (May 22-26), in Indian Spring Valley, where a nest containing 
three eggs was found ina bush of Atriplex canescens May 28, and at 
the extreme west end of this valley, where it slopes down toward the 
Amargosa Desert, young just able to fly were secured May 29. It was 
tolerably common on the Amargosa Desert, but rare in Oasis Valley 
(one seen June 1). On Sarcobatus Flat, at the mouth of Grapevine 
Canon, a few were seen June 2, and a few were seen on both sides of 
Gold Mountain (where young nearly full-grown were secured June 3), 
It was common in Tule Canon, at the extreme north end of the north- 
west arm of Death Valley, June 4, though it does not reach the sage 
plain of the Mount Magruder plateau. It reappears, however, a short 
distance below Pigeon Spring on the northwestern slope of Mount Ma- 
eruder, and ranges thence across Fish Lake Valley (June 8). In south- 
western Utah it was found on both slopes of the Beaverdam Moun- 
tains, ranging up into the junipers slightly above the upper limit of 
the lower division of the Lower Sonoran zone. In the Lower Santa 
Clara Valley, Utah, it is abundant, breeding in the greasewood bushes 
(Atriplex) and in the branching cactuses (Opuntia echinocarpa), where 
several nests were found containing two or three fresh eggs each (May 
11-15).” 

Mr. Nelson found it breeding from the middle of the sage brush belt 
on the slopes of the Panamint, Grapevine, Inyo, and White mountains, 
down into Panamint, Mesquite, Saline, and Owens valleys. Mr. 
Stephens found it common near the lower end of the Argus Range, at 
Borax Flat, April 28-30; and in Owens Valley, at Little Owens Lake, 
May 6-11; at Haway Meadows, May 12-14; at Olancha, May 16-23; at 
Morans, July 4-7, and at Benton July 9-10. 


Record of specimens collected of Amphispiza bilineata. 


Col- 
lectors’| Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remark. 
No. 
162 | ¢ Panamint Mountains, Calif -.--. Apr. 15,1891 | A. K. Fisher.-....- Surprise Canon. 
i EO | | eS COR seth Teh li eae aes PAD 20S ISON | setae aac Do. 
189 | ° Argus Range, Calif...-.......-.. APU ASO Eee Ot ns Seen see 
332 | Owens Valley, Calif ........-.... UTA CRIMI Vest NT |e cers Key ol ae eee tam Tone Pine. 
fe) Coso Valley, Calif.............. May 11,1891} T.S. Palmer ..--... Nest and 4 eggs. 
¢ im. | Owens Valley, Calif...-........| Fume 9,1891|....do.....--.-.--- Lone Pine. 
Deal) CO Vis bes sa LO eee een ak ER ed July 6,1891) F. Stephens -....-- Morans. 
2 juv.| Amargosa Desert, Nev .......-- May 29,1891] V. Baiiey .--.--... 
juv.| Gold Mountain, Nev ..-.---.-.- June 38,1891 | ©, Hart Merriam. . 
o juv.| Mount Magruder, Nev ......--- dune 4, 1891 |. eo2dG or eee lacs 


Amphispiza belli. Bell’s Sparrow. 

Mr. Nelson found Bell’s sparrow abundant in the bushes of the arid 
district bordering the southern and western sides of Buena Vista Lake, 
in San Joaquin Valley, during October. 


Amphispiza belli nevadensis. Sage Sparrow. 
The sage sparrow is one of the few birds characteristic of the sage 
plains of the Upper Sonoran and ‘[ransition zones, but does not breed 
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in the Lower Sonoran zone, though it winters in this zone and passes 
through it in great numbers during migration. . 

In winter it was common along the entire route of the expedition. It 
was seen at Cajon Pass in the San Bernardino Mountains, January 2, 
and on the Mohave Desert, at Hesperia, in flocks of from ten tu twenty, 
January 4-5; at Victor, Stoddard Wells, and Daggett, January 6-10; 
at Granite Wells, January 13-15; at Lone Willow Sprin g, January 
15-19. It was found in Death Valley from the lower end to Furnace 
Creek, January 21 to February 4; at Resting Springs, February 6-17, 
and at Ash Meadows, Nevada, the first three weeks in March, 

Mr. Stephens found it common in Oasis Valley, Nevada, March 15-19; 
not common at Grapevine Spring, California, A pril 1-4; aud Mr. Nelson 
found it everywhere conunon in Pahrump Valley about the ranch, and 
along the route down through Vegas Valley and Wash, to the Bend of 
the Colorado, March 3-16. Dr. Merriam saw a few in tree yuccas on 
the Mohave Desert near the mouth of Cajon Pass, March 30, and a 
number near Daggett, April 4-6. He noted the species at Windy Gap, 
April 7; in Death Valley, near Bennett Wells, April 9-12; in Mesquite 
Valley, April 13; Emigrant Cation, in the Panamint Mountains, April 
14 and 15, and found it common in Perognathus Flat, April 15. Per- 
ognathus Flat is a high basin in the Panamint Mountains, at the lower 
edge of the Upper Sonoran zone, and the species may remain there to 
breed. At the mouth of Johnson Caton, in the Panamint Mountains, 
the writer saw this species March 25, and Mr. Bailey saw one in 
Wild Rose Caton, near the ‘charcoal kilns,’ in the same mountains, 
June 25. At Hot Springs, in Panamint Valley, a few were seen in 
Atriplex bushes by Dr. Merriam, April 19-24, and one was seen at Leach 
Point Spring, April 25. He did not find it in the Lower Santa Clara 
Valley near St. George, Utah, but met with it in great abundance in 
passing north from this valley towards the Escalante Desert. It was 
one of the most characteristic birds at the upper Santa Clara Oross- 
ing, Utah, May 17, thence northward through Mountain Meadows to 
the Escalante Desert.and Shoal Creek, and westerly across the low 
rolling plateau of the Juniper Mountains to Meadow Creek Valley, 
Nevada. It was common also in Desert Valley, Nevada, and in the 
neighboring Pahroc Mountains, May 20-21. A few were seen in the 
sage plainon Mount Magruder plateau, Nevada, June 5, and in the sage 
brush in Owens Valley, June 10-19, In this valley Mr. Stephens found 
it not common at Ash Creek, May 30-June 3; at Morans, July 4-7; and 
common at Olancha toward the mountains and breeding; at Independ- 
ence Creek, June 18-23; at Benton, July 9-10; and was seen at Bishop 
reek, August 4-10. Mr. Nelson found it common at the head of 
Owens River the latter part of July; on both slopes of the Inyo Moun- 
tains, from the valleys up to the middle or upper part of the pifon 
belt, June 24-July 4; and common in the White Mountains, up to the 
middle of the same belt. Hedid not find it in the north end of the Pana- 
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mint Mountains nor in Saline Valley, but noted it on the eastern slope 
of the Panamint Mountains, in Cottonwood Creek, and thence down to 
Mesquite Valley, and also in the Grapevine Mountains, May 4 to June 
15. Mr. Nelson reported the sage sparrow as very common along the 
route from Lone Pine to Keeler, and through the Coso and Panamint 
valleys to Lone Willow Spring, and thence to Death Valley, during 
December 1890, and January 1891. 

The specimens collected along the east slope of the Sierra Nevada 
in Owens Valley are almost intermediate, both in size and color, be- 
tween Amphispiza belli and Amphispiza belli nevadensis. . 


Record of specimens collected of Amphispiza belli nevadensis. 


Col- 
lector’s| Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No 

35 | of Hesperia, Calat J .4e en onsen Jan. 4, 1891 i K. Fisher ..--. Mohave Desert. 
26 ee | Wiseeent Cho Ree Shea ee tee eae eh ors noe ae ChOL2 es eae ae Do. 
42 | © AVAL LOABDEE S Sake aul aime Jan. 6, 1891 |.... Ci pe we Boe 2 are Do. 

3 fot Stoddard We ES Orta ha cere Se ae NaeloOas |S seungley se sae ese me Do. 
46 | @ JOMRoowei UAC AUB ee apd Cs Cini eles ed oye scenes Do. 
ica |e eee eee (ARs MEN eo ee Oe atLO eee GLC tare. eee Do 

ll eee ie Oe Res yee cares SA ore a ve | Feb. 6, ue BH. Siephens...-.- Do 

Beh vet Need (WM Sercbiekeucenss tg Pee A ees chek SLOW Ne e  aey, SOE ome seers eles Do 

SHU, ee islets cKO SORE ga oy pete er a Red es aE ‘Feb. ary CUKGa, Cee Do 

Hell foe ikeete CATA pe ee ee ele 8p eo Aaa Do. 
NOs) a gee Gg ro = cane nee oboe Parl ets ‘Feb. SS late VOU Laser Do. 
Tab SOK ieee ee QO ene ns etn ge ene PhO ie ecies Sieh eet ee Do, 
58 Ss Granite Wells, Calif._......- Jan. 18,1891 | A. 1K. Pisher.:-. Do. 
63 | @ Lone Willow Spring, Calif...|,Jan. 16,1891 !....do ........... 
GO erase Death Valley, Calif......... Ba eeeeL idee scl eSOaae vee ClCey ieee see aa Furnace Creek. 
isle |Pe R oR epee aoe ila AS ETE Be tert es i lieameifinm e503) lel lh ea dG Bae ae Se Do. 

112 | Sad.| Resting Springs, Calif....... ITS ire eifetNE I Seaver ee 0 ee 
27 fe) 12-mile Spring Cait teeny Feb. 21,1891 F. Stephens... .. North nee Restinz 
Spring 
| Jd Mountain Meadows. Utah....| May 17,1891] V. US ce Givgae seats. : 
331 | cad.| Owens Valley, Calif.......... June li, 1891! A, K. Fisher ....| Lone Pine. 
Gyr ee Salt Wells Valley. Sonu lite ai oc May 1,1891, F.Stephens..-.. 
84) Owens Valley, Calif.......... MGbROVERINYE IASI chs Sk Olancha. 
Chay ap va ee Wee ee CLG Soe Ove ie ad Fe UAE IER TRSAN LIE okey Are ee a Do. 
Dat Or Eat NOLtae ieee pee rene a4 PARR se ACD dee ee wie eee Do 
eh ROM Wee ee (Gh: Ago oe Bee oa ae (drome 4 See G ie cn meteces Do 
99 Cale hee s 82 CON Ara un iy le lige FO a Gd a(LOves 2 = AUS Ss ie A Do. 
im. | Sierra Nevada, Calif......... “Aug. 20,1891) V. Batley. 2-22 | W hitne y Meadows. 


Peuceea cassini. Cassin’s Sparrow. 

The only specimen of this species noted during the entire expedition 
was shot by Dr. Merriam in Timpahute Valley, Nevada, May 26. It 
was an old male in worn breeding plumage, and attracted his attention 
by flying up from the desert brush and singing in the air. 

Peucea ruficeps. Rufous-crowned Sparrow. 

An immature specimen of this sparrow was secured on a rocky hill- 
side on the South Fork of Kern River, California, July 8. Mr, Palmer 
Saw one on the west fork of Castac Caiion June 30, and Mr. Stephens 
saw several migrants in Reche Cation, near San Bernardino, Calif, 
September 22-24. These are all the records we have of the specis. 
Melospiza fasciata fallax. Desert Song Sparrow. 

The writer did not meet with this race, and quotes the following from 
Dr. Merriam’s notes: 

“The desert song sparrow was not found anywhere in California, but 


h 
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was common in suitable loys in southeastern Nevada, south-, 
western Utah, and northwestern Arizona. It was found in the valley 
of the Muddy near St. Joe, Nev., May 7, and was a common breeder in 
Pahranagat Valley, Nevada, May 23. A specimen was shot and others 
seen at the mouth of Beaverdam Creek, Arizona, May 9, and it was 
common in the Lower Santa Clara Valley near the junetion of the 
Santa Clara and Virgin, May 11-15, where a nest was found near a 
marshy meadow.” 


Record of specimens collected of Melospiza fasciata fallax. 


Col- F 
lector’s| Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
fof Pahranagat Valley, Ne vara Pace May 23,1891 | C. Hart Merriam. 
Si) TH Se ent ey, JANI eg eee Malena SUSE TUSTIN | a BUG) ota ota e 


Melospiza fasciata montana. Mountain Song Sparrow. 


This song sparrow was tolerably common about the ranch at Furnace 
Creek, and among the reeds at Saratoga Springs, in Death Valley, in 
January, but was not seen at the former place in June. It was quite 
common at Resting Springs in the Amargosa Desert, February 6-17, 
and at Ash Meadows, Nevada,in March. Mr. eae found it common 
along the willow-grown. banks of the ditches in Pahrump and Vegas 
valleys, and Mr. Stephens found it rather common in the lower end of 
Oasis valleys, March 15-19. Mr. Bailey reported it abundant at St. 
George, Utah, in January, 1889. 


_. Record of specimens collected of Melospiza fasciata montana. 


Col- 
lector’s! Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
‘0. 
& | Death Valley, Calif...-.....-. Feb. 38,1891 | I. W. Nelson....-. Saratoga Springs. 
CP Sarai | eee WG rte Sey ee Sees Jan. 25,1891 | A. K. Fisher ...... Furnace Creek. 
117! g | Ash Meadows, Nev.........-.. MVFeiroeec esl |terayaet Ch Gece meee art cit 
TT Sie AOS see es (Ut So St ae, ME See bbb coat c Mar. 9, 1891 tia tee pearaee 
sea Sa FE Sea CLOSER Serer east Bulpicn lS OiLG Poe clio eee ele ine a eye 
33} 2 | Oasis Valley, Nev........----- Mar. 16,1891 | EF. Stephens-....-- 
Sich FOr ieee. COMER Sian, pas Scheer: a ese EO see ee ALGe hs Se tee ean 
o_ | Pahrump Valley, Nev-...-... Mar. 4, 1891 B. Wi INGIS ON ore 
Dae cee Geaee WOEl ee Oe eee ae Cee (Oss ense aU Omuie tee ares mee 
Oe ie Viesas Valley, -Nevecs- seen - Mar. 12, POOP eee oo ake | 


Melospiza fasciata heermanni. Heermann’s Song Sparrow. 


This Californian subspecies was quite common at San Bernardino, 
where it was singing in the brush along streams, December 28-29, 1890. 
It was tolerably common in suitable localities in Owens Valley, along 
the South Fork of Kern River, July 3-10, and was heard singing 
at Kernville July 11-13. At Walker Basin it was seen along the 
Sloughs, July 13-16, and at Bakersfield it was common along the river 
bottom, July 17-20. Mr. Paliner found it common near Old Fort Tejon 
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early in July; Mr. Nelson observed it commonly in the Caflada de las 
Uvas and in San Emigdio Cafion the last of October; and along the route 
from La Panza to San: Luis Obispo, October 28 to November 3. 


Record of specimens collected of Melospiza fasciata heermannt. 


Col- 
lector’s| Sex Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
BF || é# San Bernardino, Calif --..-.---- Dee, 28,1890) A. I<. Misher. 2... = 
fe) San Emigdio Cation, Calif...-.. Oct, 22,1891 | WW. Nelson .-... 
396 | 9 ad Bakersfield, (On Nites Je bo a geats July 19,1891 | A. K. Fisher ....:. 
378 | 9 im| Kern River, Calif.--......-..--- aT ats ares eo) Me IS ko eae rem Serle 25 miles above 
Kernville, 
Coens pee GO Bls Secs ae emt GaSe July 4,1891| V. Bailey ..-..-.-- Do. 
119 | o Owens Valley, (Cannve - Sod July 26,1891 | F. Stephens...---- Alvord. 
eal gh Weaoees (Dag Sao beg sc bar asa utiac Mile SHOTS NL enh eo ee ee Ash Creek. 
Dba) se beset CORE ieee eee ees June 5, 1891 A. K. Fisher -..... Lone Pine. 
SURE ase Faure Oz See Done ee Pattee DALI! eOpele GUN ee Cree = ofan csteiae Do. 
CHa aah. | Sata e COS ee Seimei eee Araineys SASL ts Sal Mee oe eS Do. 


Melospiza fasciata guttata. Rusty Song Sparrow. 


Mr. Bailey secured a specimen of this song sparrow at Santa Clara, 
Utah, January 13, 1889. It was undoubtedly an accidental straggler 
from the northwest coast. 


Melospiza fasciata rufina Sooty Song Sparrow. 


Mr. Bailey took a specimen of this subspecies at Boulder Creek, 
California, on October 13, 1891, and stated that it was common there. 


Melospiza fasciata graminea. Santa Barbara Song Sparrow. 


Specimens of this new race, indistinguishable from Mr. Townsend’s 
type, were taken by Mr. Nelson at Morro and Carpenteria, Calif. He 
found them common near the streams and wet places along the coast, 
and afew as far inland as Santa Paula. Whether it is a resident or a 
migrant from the Santa Barbara Islands, can not be decided at present. 


Record of specimens collected of Melospiza fasciata graminea. 


Col- ‘ 
jogwr's Sex. - Loeality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
0. 
oS .| Carpenteria, Calif.....,-.-..... Dee. 18, 1891 E. W. Nelson..... 
Oe 712 eee (OTL Sein Bend ao Sao Sag Aes ae (LOS sex: Vee Onpete t= aeroitele 
CEN WISE Roy CONNUED Se 25 Ae eee Rae) Noy. 8, 1891 C0 eostGe keene 


Melospiza lincolni. Lincoln’s Sparrow. 


A few Lincoln’s sparrows were seen at Ash Meadows, Nevada, and 
Mr. Nelson found it common in wet places among bushes at Vegas 
ranch and in Vegas Wash in March, where Dr. Merriam again saw it 
May 1. It was not uncommon in Johnson and Suprise caions in the 
Panamint Range, April 1-20. The species was common at Hot Springs 
in Panamint Valley, April 20-23, and a few were seen in Shepherd 
Cafon, in the Argus Range, the last of April. Mr, Stephens found it 
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breeding, but not commonly, at Independence Creek, June 18-23, and 
the writer saw several in the high grass at Horse Corral Meadows, 
August 9-13. Mr. Belding found a pair breeding in the meadow at 
Crockers, near the Yosemite Valley, in May, and Mr, Bailey saw a few 
at Monterey, September 28 to October 9, 


Iecord of specimens collected of Melospiza lincolni. © 


Col- , 
lector’s| Sex. | Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No 
fe} Panamint Mountains, Calif..... Mar. 27,1891] E. W. Nelson ..... Johnson Cafion. 
ig) hey ae (ities gees. ben oaeeiee Mie E TN Apr. 11,1891] A. KK. Fisher ...... Do. 
175 fe) Panamint Valley, Calif...-..... mecleR oe QS SOU Tie Sd cyst ecco sO) Hot Springs. 
Wr sees Suse LAD aah et ae Beas elas F AUD IS Pee elie SEOs a ee hie Do. 
117 2 Sierra-Nevada, Calif: oh... 0 - > June 22,1891] F, Stephens....... 


mE ad aOR GI Ar fe ee ee 
-Passerella iliaca unalaschcensis. Townsend’s Sparrow. 

Townsend’s sparrow was not uncommon in Cajon Pass in the San 
Bernardino Mountains January 2. Itwas not reported again until Mr. 
Bailey found it common at Monterey, September 28 to October 9. Mr. 
Nelson found it common and generally distributed wherever thickets 


occurred along the coast from San’ Simeon to Carpenteria, November - 
4 to December 18, | 


Record of specimens collected o f Passerella iliaca wnalaschcensis. 


Cel- 
lector’s) Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. . Remarks, 
No. 
21} ~g* | Cajon Pass: Calif.......-..-.-. Jan. 2,1891) A. K. Fisher ..... 
NEO TOS gE fe wg fe ewe ee ot Noy. 8,1891| E. W. Nelson..... 


Passerella iliaca megathyncha. Thick-billed Sparrow. 


The thick-billed sparrow was found commonly in a number of places 
in the High Sierra. Mr. Nelson reported it as rather common at the 
head of Owens River, and on the western slope, in July and August, 
Mr, Stephens saw it among the thickets at Menache Meadows May 
24-26; found it common at Independence Creek, where young were 
taken June 20; and at the lake on Bishop Creek August 4-10. In the 
Sequoia National Park it was common, and several broods of young 
just able to fly were seen the first week in August. On the East Fork 
of the Kaweah River Mr. Bailey found it breedin g from the lower edge 
of the conifers up to where Pinus monticola grows. It was seen at 
Horse Corral Meadows, August 9-13; at Whitney Meadows and Soda 
Springs or Kern River Lakes, the last of August; at Mineral King, 
September 8-11, and on the brushy hillsides about the Cafiada de las 
Uvas and San Emigdio, October 14-28, 
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Record of specimens collected of Passerella iliaca megarhyncha. 


Col- 
lector’s | Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
| 
641 9 Sierra Nevada, Calif..| May 27,1851) I. Stephens....) Summit Meadow, near Olan- 
cha Peak. 
408 Ore Bi coaen Galas aN pire ok June 20, 1891 |_.---- Heh mk Mie ots Independence Creek. 
Ohsiies presse (KO yarpee ea crem ene ree July 80,1891 | V. Bailey.-.---- Hast Fork of Kaweah River, 
A(t cf eeegeameee= (Orman gasloe chit aA aes Aung. 6.1891 | A. Ik. Fisher..-.| Sequoia National Park, 
4gAy | im |.2s 02 UD yee ares sees Aang ll, 184i | 2.2. =. Owes tt Horse Corral Meadows. 


Passerella iliaca schistacea. Slate-colored Sparrow. 

The slate-colored sparrow was not uncommon, according, to Mr. Nel- 
son, about the heads of streams on the eastern slope of the White 
Mountains, where a specimen was taken, July 14. A few were seen 
in Johnson and Surprise cations, in the Panamint Mountains, where a 
specimen was taken in the former canon, March 28. This sparrow was 
not detected elsewhere by members of the expedition. 


Record of specimens collected of Passerella iliaca schistacea. 


Col- 
lector’s | Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 2 
® | Panamint Mountains, Calif....| Mar. 28,1891 | KE. W, Nelson..---- Johnson Caiion, 
o | White Mountains, Caiif...-.--- Afvabye JE Rey | oS ae (iQ* 3 Leet eee 


Pipilo maculatus megalonyx. Spurred Towhee. 


The spurred towhee is common over much of the Great Basin, and 
also in California west of the Sierra Nevada. Mr. Nelson reported 
it as common among the junipers on the Charleston Mountains in 
the early part of March. <A pair was seen in one of the canons in the 
Coso Mountains, May 23, and subsequently Mr. Palmer saw others in 
the brush along the streams. Mr. Nelson found a few at Lone Pine 
in Owens Valley, in December, 1890, and the writer saw a few in. 
the brush along the river at the same place, Jwie 11. Dr. Merriam 
found it common in the northern part of the valley on the latter date. 
Mr. Stephens reported it as common in the lower part of the cation at 
Independence Creek, where young were seen June 18-23; as not com- 
mon among the pinons at Benton, July 9-10; he also saw three at Bishop 
Creek, August 4-10. In the Panamint Mountains, Mr. Nelson saw 1t 
in Surprise Canon in December, 1890, and found it sparingly in the 
vicinity of water, where thickets of willows and rose bushes afforded 
it shelter, in both this range and the Grapevine Mountains during the 
latter part of May and the first of June. The same observer found a 
few in the Inyo Mountains among the pifons at Hunter's arastra, and 
again in willows bordering the creek near Waucoba Peak, the latter 
part of June; found it rather common on the west slope of the Sierra, 
mainly along streams; and found a few in the upper parts of the 
streams in the White Mountains. 
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In Nevada, Dr. Merriam found it in the following localities: At 
Mountain Spring in the Charleston Mountains, April 30; in the Juni- 
per Mountains May 19, where it was common throughout the serub oak 
and juniper down to the very edge of Meadow Creek Valley near 
Panaca; at Tule Canton and on Mount Magruder, where it was abun- 
dant and a full-fledged young was shot, June 5. In Utah, he found it 
common among the junipers on the Beaverdam Mountains, May Tia le 
and saw a number between the Upper Santa Clara Crossing and 
Mountain Meadows, in thickets of Amelanchier and serub oak, May 17. 

On the western slope of Walker Pass, in California, it was common 
July 2 and 3; along the South Fork of the Kern, July 3-10; on the hill- 
sides in chaparral at Walker Basin, J uly 13-16; and at Bakersfield in 
the San Joaquin Valley, July 17-20. 

- Mr. Bailey reported it as common below the conifers on the Kaweah 
River the last of July, and Dr. Merriam found it common in the 
Granite Range in western San Diego County, July 1-10. 


Record of Specimens collected of Pipilo maculatus megalonysx. 


Cel. 


lector’s| Sex. Leeality. Date. Coilector. Temarks, 
No. 
rei Mountain Meadows, Utah...... 'May 17,1891 | C. Hart Merriam... 
fot Charleston Mountains, Ney ....! Mar. FoOol || Vo Baller 22255) <1: 
im. | Mount Magruder, Nev ......_.- Ahan WeyersyaGosutalie Se etiey au gu Ane 
36] og Grapevine Mountains, Ney..... Mar. 21,1891 | F.Stephens..._... 
ueo Go ad.) \daore (Pine, Cabitt. ci. celle bo oc June 11,1891 | A. Is, Wisher...... Owens Valley. 
oi4.| ff im: | Kern River, Galif.. 224, .4-5. Julys DAB so EG: ls a4 NO) SS | South Fork. 


Pipilo maculatus oregonus. Oregon Towhee. 

Mr. Nelson found the Oregon towhee Sparingly along the coast of 
California from La Panza to San Luis Obispo the last of October; be- 
tween San Simeon and Carpenteria November 4 to December 18, and 
common between the latter place and Santa Paula December 18 to Jan- 
uary 4. 


Pipilo chlorurus. Green-tailed Towhee. 


The green-tailed towhee is a common summer resident in the moun- 
tainranges visited by of the expedition. It was first observed in Johnson 
Canon on the east slope of the Panamint Mountains, April 12, but 
was not seen in Surprise Caton on the west slope during the fol- 
lowing fortnight. In May and June Mr. Nelson found it common 
among the sage brush on the Panamint and Grapevine mountains, 
Where it was associated with Brewer's sparrow. It was most numer- 
ous among the rank growth of vegetation along small streams and 
about springs, though it was not uncommon on the high benches among 
the Artemisia tridentata. On Willow Creek, May 24, he found a nest 
containing four eges which was placed in a sage bush 15 inches from the 
stound. It was composed externally of rather coarse plant stems, and 
lined with fine fibrous rootlets and horsehair. On the north slope of 
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Telescope Peak, it was common as high as the upper limit of the sage 
brush, June 22-25, | 

In the Argus Range, it was common in Shepherd Canon, where num- 
bers were migrating the last week in April, and at Maturango Spring 
among the willows and other vegetation at the spring the first two 
weeks in May. Amony the Coso Mountains it was very comion along 
the streams and on nye Slopes among the sage and pions, where the 
males often were heard singing from their perches on the tops of 
some dead brush or trees, the latter part of May. Dr. Merriam saw 
it on the northward continuation of the Kingston Range, between 
the Amargosa Desert, California, and Pahrump Valley, Nevada. He 
found it also in the following localities in Nevada: Tolerably common 
in the Charleston Mountains, April 30; at the Bend of the Colo- 
rado, May 4; very abundanton Mount Magruder, where it was breed- 
ing from the upper part of Tule Caiion up to 2,600 meters (8,500 
feet) or higher, and where’a dozen or more were often seen at one time, 
Singing from the tops of sage brush and nut pines, and they were heard 
Singing several times at night; a few were seen in the Juniper Moun- 
tains, May 19; in the Beaverdam Mountains, Utah, he found them 
tolerably common among: the junipers, May 10-11, an in the Santa 
Clara Valley, Utah, May 11-15. 

Mr. Nelson found the species from among the pifions up to the summit 
in the Inyo Mountains the latter part of June, and in the White Moun- 
tains and on the plateau at the head of Owens Valley, in July. Along 
the eastern slope of the Sierra Nevada it was common at the head of 
Owens River the last of July; at Independence Creek, where a nest 
containing two eggs just ready to hatch was found at the Rex Monte 
mill, June 18-23; at Bishop Creek, August 4-10; not common at Ben- 
ton, July 9-10; and. at Menache Meadows where it occurred nearly to 
pes line, May 24-26. The species was seen at Walker Pass, July 

2; at Soda Springs or Kern River Lakes, September 3 3; and was com- 
mon in the Sequoia National Park, aap the first week of August; 
and in the vicinity of Mineral ie the last of August and Ist of 
September. Mr. Dutcher saw a few at Big Cottonwood Meadows dur- 
ing the summer, and Mr. Palmer found it common on Frazier Mountain 
among the pines, July 9, and in Tejon Pass, July 12. 


Liecord of specimens collected of Pipilo chlorurus. 


Col- 
lecters sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
10. 
186 | o | Argus Range, Calif......_.. Apr. 27,1891 | A. IK. Fisher.....- Shepherd Canton. 
Sei COs parieec SE oR) ean ee ae ae May 12,1891 |....do ...--:....._ | Maturango Spring. 
258 | o | Coso Mountains, Calif.....- May 27,1891 ECLA) sl sees Laeemaes Ste 
110} 2 | Owens Valley, Galtes ckee | June 20, 1891 | F, Stephens. ...--- | Independence Creek. 
134} o | White Mountains, NWeve.2°. July 14,1891 |....do......22..... Queen mine. 


pel te Se nd eA) | Se 
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Pipilo fuscus mesoleucus. Cafion Towhee, 


Mr. Bailey found the cation towhee abundant among the hills at 
Mineral Park, in western Arizona, during the middle of February, 1889; 
and later in the same month saw a few near Fort Mohave, 


Pipilo fuscus crissalis. California Towhee. 


The California towhee was common among the chaparral in a number 
of localities west of the Sierra Nevada. At Cajon Pass, in the San 
Bernardino Mountains, it was very common from the lower part of the 
valley, well up on the divide among the oaks, January 2-3, and Dr. 
Merriam found it abundant at the same place, March 29-30. It was 
common on the western slope of Walker Pass, July 2-3; along the val- 
ley of the Kern River, July 3-13, and abundant in Walker Basin, July 
13-16. Mr. Palmer reported itas abundant at Old Fort Tejon in J uly; 
Mr. Stephens at Reche Canton, September 22-24, and Mr. Nelson as very 
abundant in the western foothiils of the Sierra Nevada in August. It 
was common at Three Rivers, July 25-30, and September 12-15, and 
Mr. Bailey noted it along the Hast Fork of the Kaweah River nearly 
up to the lower edge of the pines. The same observer found it common 
at Monterey the first week in October; Mr. Nelson reported it as 
abundant among the brush along the western edge of the San J oaquin 
Valley in October, and along the coast from San Simeon to Carpenteria 
and Santa Paula in-November and December. 


Record of specimens collected of Pipilo fuscus crissalis. 


Col- | 
secon 8 | Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
On 
19! @ .| San Bernardino, Calif......-. Jan. 41,1891] A. K. Fisher ....- 
TESST reso ellie = eee COA ace. den eee ae Bee ela se OK Sette ean reins (lityen theremin sae 
49° Argus Range, Calif.........-- Apr. 25,1891 | F. Stephens ...---| Scarl’s Garden. 
364 | 9 ad. | Walker Pass, Calif...-.....2- July 2,1891) A. K. Fisher ..... 
pea. BIE he (U0) SAE a ar ie ie. sO ods July 38,1891 | V. Bailey -.......- 
| AOE SiN a gia ieee cre Oe a BE Raletany = deletes & sre PAL FS ese rate LOR enn i ee 
372; fg ad. | Kern River, Calif ............ July 4,1891} A. K. Fisher -.... South Fork. 
| of Ventura River, Calif.......-. Dec. 20,1891 | E. W. Nelson ..... 


Pipilo aberti. Abert’s Towhee. 

The westernmost locality at which Dr. Merriam and Mr. Bailey saw 
Abert’s towhee is the Bend of the Colorado River, in Nevada, where 
it was common, and a full grown young was secured, May 4. Thence 
northward they found it common in the valleys of the Virgin and 
lower Muddy, May 6-8, where Beaverdam Creek joins the Virgin in 
horthwestern Arizona, May 9-10, and in the Lower Santa Clara Val- 
ley, Utah, near St. George, May 11-15, where it was breeding com- 
monly. 


Habia melanocephala. Black-headed Grosbeak. 
The black-headed grosbeak was first observed in Shepherd Cafion’in 
the Argus Range, where a specimen was secured April 26. A week 
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later it was common among the willow patches at Maturango Spring 
and among the tree yuccas at the western base of the range. In the 
Coso Mountains several were seen in ‘the cations during the latter part 
of May. Mr. Nelson found it a common breeding bird both in the - 
Panamint and Grapevine mountains, and the writer saw a fine male in 
full song at the ‘charcoal kilns’ in Wild Rose Canon, north of Tele- 
scope Peak, June 23. In Owens Valley Mr. Stephens found it rather 
common at Olancha, May 16-23; not common at Ash Creek, May 39 to 
June 3, and saw one male at Independence Creek, June 18-23. Mr. 
Nelson found it sparingly among the willows in the Inyo Mountains, 
June 24 to July 5, and along the western slope of the Sierra Nevada in 
August. Mr. Bailey reported this grosbeak as common among the 
pines along the Hast Fork of the Kaweah River, July 25 to August 10, 
It was observed on the western slope of Walker Pass, June 21; was 
common in Kern Valley, June 22-23 and July 3-10; on the ridge above’ 
Walker Basin, July 14; in the Sierra Liebre, June 30; and in Canada 
de las Uvas, June 28-29. 

In Nevada Dr. Merriam found a pair breeding in a thicket near Log 
Spring on Mount Magruder, June 8; saw it in Oasis Valley, June 1; 
in the valley of the Virgin near Bunkerville, May 8; and found it 
common in Pahranagat Valley, where it was singing in the tall cot- 
tonwoods, May 22-26. In Utah he found it breeding plentifully along 
the Lower Santa Clara River, May 11-15, 


Record of specimens collected of Habia melanocephala. 


Col- 
lector’s | Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
181] o | Argus Range, Calif ......... Apr. 26,1891 | A. K. Fisher ...--- Shepherd Caiion. 
CAO fe haem UGS ae ee eel sa kee May HBO eS salou seen. a me Maturango Spring. 
SE elma 3 C1Ge: Sa vees oc eh ese ree May 15,1891 | T.S. Palmer ....-. Do. 


Guiraca ceerulea eurhyncha. Western Blue Grosbeak. 

The blue grosbeak is tolerably common in many of the valleys of Cali- 
fornia and Nevada. In Nevada, Dr. Merriam found it breeding com- 
monly in Pahranagat Valley, May 22-26, and along the Lower Muddy 
_and Virgin rivers, May7and8. He saw several where Beaverdam Oreck 
Joins the Virgin River in northwestern Arizona, May 9-10, and found 
the species common in the Lower Santa Clara Valley, Utah, May 11-15. 
Several were seen in the Cafada de las Uvas, California, June 28-29. 
At Lone Pine, in Owens Valley, it was quite common among the fruit 
orchards and thick growth along streams, where two young just out of 
the nest were secured, June 14. Mr. Stephens found it more or less 
common in the same valley, at Olancha, May 16-23; Ash Oreek, May 
30 to June 3; Alvord, June 26-28; and at Morans, July 4-7. Mr. Bailey 
secured an adult male at Furnace Creek ranch, Death Valley, June 19, 
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aud Mr. Nelson saw the species in Saline Valley the latter part of the 
same month. Blue grosbeaks were very common along the South Fork 
of the Kern, where they frequented the oat fields and the thick vege- 
tation in the river bottoms, July 3-10. They were also common at 
Kernville, July 11-13; at Walker Basin, July 13-16; and at Bakers- 
field in the San Joaquin Valley, July 17-20. 


Record of specimens collected of Guiraca cerulea eurhyncha. 


Col- 
Teens Sex. Gocality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
0. 
rot St. George; Utah ....4...:...- May 14,1891} V. Bailey ......... 
Q ISCAMeneany, Aizen 92 e Sh oe IN Reny= -O: Gites ae (Loe meinen ee See 
rot Bunkerviile, Ney.-..:...2-.-- May 98,1891 | C. Hart Merriam... 
a Death Valley, Calit.......... Junel9, 1891.) V. Bailey ......... Furnace Creek, 
rofl Owens Valley, Calif. ....-..-. June 5,18)1| T.S. Palmer ...... Lone Pine. 
SUB RIGre Vaseee UG ses ay Sere aie ep Satna TY June 7,3891 | A. Ik. Fisher ...... Do. 
aulter | vee COS tae cede jor see TS PSUS oil = Qrae eee Do. 
338 | Q Juv |.----- ORES otieer et er AEC tu & AUNTIE AUST Wie = Bietily) ae Do. 
DOO ee. Lvs Hes ata LOE. Aas! OEE saps mines Amn <P AA Beets iotee se ee ee tGhs cree eames othe S sbiay 
GONitey” Wa ees Oh nk Bambee Ae Seo May 30,1891 | F. Stephens-....-. Ash Creck. 
coi false Neen (LORE eects eet. Son ot OMEReCE] A891, || engliten sence on Gers Olancha, 
Gai megs alae ae) CL as oho es Ra gs a eiLUeOAEROT (eee One & oe eerie Do. 
TOFS Oe) eae Simba ends ie Sn See cf SUB RS Caplan MAS SHC eg = Brose lle Bower Do. 
Ne cee IS CGS. ore Ue Een ee So SS Maine ISNT este stele eel en Alvord. 
373 | of Te Te RANE aC quite ace ae ees July 4,1891) A. K. Fisher ....-- South Fork. 
UT te eeklie ee ee CMG a reer = pee ofS Ben gy ol eAUL pyinte sullttS 0) Lie oan (loeb ks ns a er Do. 
384 | fad |.-..-.. ts, 52 4.0 Mase Sp Senet Fi fgnid Woe KC habs Se. Woui Co Ge eee, Do. 


Passerina amoena. Lazuli Bunting. 


The lazuli bunting is a common breeder in many places in the Great 
Basin wherever there is sufficient water to produce a growth of willow 
or other thickets suitable for nesting sites. 

In Nevada, Dr. Merriam found it breeding commonly on Mount Ma- 
eruder, and in the thickets in Tule Canon, June 4-8; in Pahranagat 
Valley, May 22-26, and saw a few in the Juniper Mountains, May 18, and 
in Oasis Valley, June 1. He found it common at the Bend of the Col- 
orado, May 4, and at afew points in the valleys of the Muddy and Virgin 
rivers, May 7-8. In the Santa Clara Valley, Utah, it was an abundant 
breeder, May 11-15. 

The writer first met with the species at Coso, Calif., where a male was 
secured May 25. At Furnace Creek, Death Valley, a female was 
secured in the brush near the ranch, June 19, and the species was con- 
mon in Wild Rose Cafion in the Panamint Mountains, June 24 and 25. 
Mr. Nelson found it common in both the Panamint and Grapevine 
mountains, wherever willow thickets occurred. It was nesting in Mill 
Creek, Willow Creek, and Cottonwood cafions in the former, and in 
Wood Cafion inthe latter range of mountains. The same observer found 
it from the bottom of the vailey up to the pifions in the Inyo Mountains; 
‘at the head of Owens Valley, near the White Mountains, and along 
borders of streams from the foothills up to 2,450 meters (8,000 feet) alti- 
tudeat the head of Owens River. In Owens Valley it was common about 
the orchards at Lone Pine in June; and Mr. Stephens saw several at 
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Olancha, May 16-23; found it common at Ash Creek, May 30-June os 
at Morans, July 4-7; abundant in the-lower part of the cation of qn- 
dependence Creek, June 18-23; not common at Alvord, June 20-28; at 
Benton, July 9-10; at Queen station in the White Mountains, Nev., 
June 11-16; and saw a male at about 2,450 meters (8,000 feet) altitude, 
at Bishop Creek, August 4-10. Mr. Palmer secuted a specimen at 
Horse Corral Meadows, August 11, and saw another in Kings River 
Canon, August 15; and Mr. Bailey saw two at 2,450 meters (8,000 feet) 
altitude on the Kaweah River, about the sametime. Mr. Palmer found 
it common at Old Fort Tejon, where a nest containing three fresh CLS 
was found in a willow tree 6 feet from the ground, July 4. The species 
was common along the valley of the Kern, July 3-18; at Walker Basin, 
July 13-16; and at Bakersfield in the San Joaquin Valley, July 17-20. 


Record of specimens collected of Passerina amena. 


Col- 
lector’s| Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
256 J Coso, Coso Mountains, Calif.... May 25,1891 | A.K, Fisher ...... 
301 rot Owens Valley, Calif ............ SUNT VES IE eee isos eae eee eS Lone Pine. 
341); 2 | Death Valley, Calif ..........-- Cities Ta SS 2 est oe eee Furnace Creek. 


Calamospiza melanocorys. Lark Bunting. 

A few miles north of Pilot Knob on the Mohave Desert, California, 
a lark bunting was killed by Mr. F. W. Koch April 6, and two others 
were seen by Dr. Merriam. One was shot in Pahrump Valley, Nevada; 
April 29, by Mr. Bailey. No others were observed by any members of 
the expedition. 


Piranga ludoviciana. Western Tanager. 

The western tanager was found commonly in many places during 
migration, and sparingly during the breedin g season. The first indi- 
vidual observed was secured by Dr. Merriam in Surprise Cation in the 
Panamint Mountains, California, April 23. When first seen it was in 
hot pursuit of a large beetle, which it failed to capture. At Maturango 
Spring in the Argus Range, a large flight of these tanagers occurred 
on May 4, where as many as a dozen males were seen at one time. 
From this date until the time of leaving, the middle of May, it was 
common among the willows in the vicinity of the sprin g. In the Coso 
Mountains a pair was seen near the top of the rid ge, where they were 
evidently hunting for a nesting site, May 23. Mr. Nelson found it a 
rather common breeding species among the pions on Willow Creek in 
the Panamint Mountains, and also in Mill Creek and Cottonwood callons, 
though in smaller numbers, during the last of M ay. He saw none in the ~ 
Grapevine Mountains. 

Dr. Merriam saw two males of this species and one hepatic tanager in 
a tall cottonwood at the point where Beaverdam Creek joins the Virgin 
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River, in northwestern Arizona, May 9. He saw many males in the 
Lower Santa Clara Valley, Utah, May 11-14; six males in the J uniper 
Mountains, Nevada, May 18, and several in Pahranagat Valley, May 
22-26. 

At Keeler, early in June, an individual alighted for a few moments 
on the wagon during a gale. In the same valley a few were seen 
and two secured at Lone Pine, June 6-8; Mr. Stephens reported it a 
rather common migrant at Olancha May 16-23; not common at Bishop 
August 4-10, and rather common at Menache Meadows May 24-26. Mr. 
Nelson found it at the head of Owens River the latter part of J uly; 
‘several were seen among the hills above Walker Basin J uly 14, and 
several were observed in the Sequoia National Park during the first 
week of August. Mr. Palmer saw one in Tejon Pass July 12, 


fiecord of specimens collected of Piranga ludoviciana, 


eee 
Col- 


SBWOE 8 Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
o& | Panamint Mountains, Calif. ..| Apr. 23,1891 | C. Hart Merriam... Surprise Cation. 

195 go | AreussRanee, Calif... 7. 22222 May 4, 1891) A.K Fisher ...... Maturango Spring, 

22 0G leet soe Capezio et hae ne May 10, 1891 |.-..-. OVO eS ee Do. 

2RAlN ee eae CLO ES Sa elise euperetece ese (Oda as oe | area (lune Os ee Do. 

Peel toe eee ee Ser ap eee cae Ome ees < Sea See COUE e ore Do, 

250} of 7080 Mountains, Calif........ Marve 25 [Soils c= 2-1) eee oe oe 

306 Q Owens) Valley, Califys....... June 6,1891}|...... (ore Lone Pine. 

Slay [Pee e RANEY: as dom, ne etn pe alone nS Sy i Gnmavey ger Tkste HE ee t= WOM ees aioe. 

(RU sce eee a (OnE et nee Sed rite oe June 1,1891 | F.Stephens..-.... Owens Lake. 
145) og | Sierra Nevada, Calif.........- daly 27, L891 |... 2. ClLOgsstans | PRL 


Piranga hepatica. Hepatic Tanager. 

The only individual of this species observed during the entire season 
was seen by Dr. Merriam in a cottonwood at the point where Beaver- 
dam Creek empties into the Virgin in northwestern Arizona, May 9. 
Two adult male western tanagers (P. ludoviciana) were in the same 
tree, and both species were probably migrating. 


Progne subis hesperia. Western Martin. 

A colony of martins was found breeding: at Old Fort Tejon in the 
Canada de las Uvas, California, June 28, 1891, by Dr. Merriam and 
Mr. Palmer. They were nesting in woodpeckers’ holes in the large oaks 
in front of the old fort, where three were killed. Mr. Belding noted 
the species at Crocker’s, 21 miles northwest of the Yosemite Valley, in 
May. 


Kecord of specimens collected of Progne subis hesperia. 


Ol- 
lector’s| Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
co ad. | Old Fort Tejon, Calif.......-. June 28, 1891.| C. Hart Merriam. 
oi coitry || eame ies CUO or gheses ne oes Beier rd i Oe sleet LO Sra bite 
Wet News ses LO Mee ace ee eerie aenses ae Com 428-0] LOU Sse ntemeetee 
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Petrochelidon lunifrons. Cliff Swallow. 

This widely distributed species was found breeding in various locali- 
ties visited by the expedition. In Nevada Dr. Merriam found a colony 
breeding in the canon at the lower end of Vegas Wash, May 3, and saw 
several at the Bend of the Colorado, May 4; he found it ecinmon in 
Pahranagat Valley, May 22-26, and in Oasis Valley, June 1. In Utah 
he saw a colony which was breeding near St. George, in the Lower Santa 
Clara Valley, where many nests were found on the red sandstone cliffs 
a mile or two from the settlement. 

The cliff swallow was common in Owens Valley, California. It wag 
seen along the edge of the lake at Keeler, May 30-June 4; at the mouth 
of the cation above Lone Pine, June 12; and Mr. Stephens found it 
common at Haway Meadows, May 12-14; abundant at Olancha, May 
16-23; at Ash Creek, May 30 to June 3; breeding in the cation at Benton, 
July9-10; and not common at the Queen mine, Nevada, July11-16. Mr. 
Nelson saw it on Willow Creek in the Panamint Mountains, the last of 
May, and found it at the head of Owens River, in the Sierra N evada, 
up to 2,100 meters (7,000 feet) altitude. It was common in Kern Val- 
ley, July 3-13, and im Walker Basin, July 13-16. At the latter place a 
number of nests were found fastened against the ceilin g and walls of 
the rooms in several of the deserted buildings. Dr. Merriam found it 
breeding commonly at Kernville, under the eaves and piazzas of houses, 
June 23, and in the Calada de las Uvas, under the eaves of Old Fort 
Tejon, June 28-29, 

At Twin Oaks, in western San Diego County, he was shown a large 
sycamore tree on the outside of which these swallows used to fasten 
their nests, and was told that after heavy rains the nests were fre- 
quently washed down in great numbers. The Species was common at 
Bakersfield, in the San Joaquin Valley, July 17-20, and Mr. Stephens 
found it not uncommon at Reche Cafion, near San Bernardino, Sep- 
tember 22-24. 


Chelidon erythrogaster. Barn Swallow. 


The barn swallow was found nowhere common except in Owens Val- 
ley, California. It was first seen at Ash Meadows, Nevada, where two 
were noted, March 19. In the same State, Dr. Merriam saw one at 
Mount Magruder, June 8; one in Oasis Valley, June 1; a number in 
Pahranagat Valley, May 22-26, where it was doubtless breeding, and 
several near Bunkerville, in the Virgin Valley, May 7-8. Hesaw a sin- 
gle bird near St. George, in the Lower Santa Clara Valley, Utah, about 
the middle of May. 

Mr. Nelson saw it as a migrant on the divide between Panamint and 
Saline valleys, the last of May, and at the head of Willow Creek, in 
the Panamint Mountains, about the same time. He saw barn swallows 
at the head of Owens Valley in the White Mountains, at the head of 
Owens River, and also in the Yosemite Valley. Mr. Stephens found it 
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common all through Salt Wells and Owens valleys, and the writer 
found it common in the latter valley at Keeler, near Owens Lake, and 
at Lone Pine, inJune. At Keelera male was noticed every day during 
our stay. He sat for hours on a wire in front of the signal station and 
produced a series of notes which were well worth the title of a son 2. 
The sounds were more or less disconnected, but the writer does not 
remember hearing so perfect a song from any Swallow, and as Mr. Bick- 
nell states (Auk, Vol, 1, 1884, p. 325) the notes suggest those produced 
by the marsh wren. : 


Tachycineta bicolor. Tree Swallow. 
White-bellied swallows were seen in a few places during migration. 
Several were seen at Ash Meadows, Nevada, March 12, and a number 
_ near the Colorado River, March 10-13, At Furnace Creek, Death Val- 
ley, it was common about the reservoir, March 23-24, and again the 
middle of April. A few were seen in Johnson Cation in the Panamint 
Range, April 4, and Mr. Nelson observed stragglers at the head of 
Willow Creek in the same range, the last of May. 


Tachycineta thalassina. Violet-green Swallow. 


The violet-green swallow is a common summer resident among the 
mountains and was frequently seen in the nei ehboring valleys while 
searching for food. Two or three were scen near the upper end of 
Vegas Wash, Nevada, March 10, and many were observed in Death 
Valley, at Furnace Creek, April 10, and at Saratoga Springs, near the 
south end, April 26. In Nevada, Dr. Merriam found it common in 
Pahranagat Valley, May 22-26, saw it on Mount Magruder, June 8, and 
in Oasis Valley, June 1. In Utah it was common in the Lower Santa 
Clara Valley, May 11-15. Mr. Nelson found it a common species in 
the Panamint and Grapevine mountains, where it bred in the crevices 
of the lofty cliffs, from the summits down to the border of the sur- 
rounding valleys. In the former range violet-green swallows were 
common, and a specimen was secured on the summit of Telescope Peak, 
June 23. In the Argus Range it was common about the summit above 
Maturango Spring, May 12-14, and at Coso, four or five came about 
camp, May 28. ? 

Mr. Nelson saw the species from the lower part of Saline Valley to 
the summit of the Inyo Mountains, in June; up to timber line in the 
White Mountains, in July, and at the heads of Owens and Merced 
rivers, in the Sierra Nevada, in July and August. In Owens Valley 
this swallow was common about the lake at Keeler and at Lone Pine 
during the first half of June. At the latter place it was seen flying 
about in company with the cliff swallows, white-throated and cloud 
Swifts, at the mouth of the cafion, and with the barn swallows over the 

*meadows and marshes. Mr. Stephens found it more or less common in 
other parts of the valley. It was common along the valley of Kern 
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River, July 3-13; in Walker Basin, July 13-16, and along the route to 
Bakersfield, July 16-20. Dr. Merriam and Mr. Palmer found it abundant 
at Old Fort Tejon, where it was breeding in the oaks and crevices of 
the adobe buildings; it was very common about the summit of Frazier 
Mountain, July 9, and at the summit of Tejon Pass, July 12. In the High 
Sierra it was common about the openings at Horse Corral Meadows, Au- 
gust 9-13; in Kings River Canon, August 13-16; Big Cottonwood Mead- 
ows, August 25-26; at Soda Springs or Kern River Lakes, September 3, 
and above timber line at Mineral King, and along the route from that 
place to Three Rivers in the western foothills, September 10-13. Mr, 
Bailey found the species numerous at Monterey, September 28 to Octo- 
ber 9, and Mr. Stephens saw several at heche Canon, September 22-24, 


Record of specimens collected of Tachycinela thalassina. 


Col- 
lector’s | Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
269 | @ | Coso, Coso Mountains, Calif. ...; May 28, 1891) A. IK. Fisher .....- 
272 | Q Keeler Inyo County, Calif.-..-.. Siityse oy TES es eat KD A astm Sa ee 
293 Sy denned i ered tie, Ne RNS See sn tO ee FEA OD is tote St oe ae 
2OGri emesis oe ED ae mA se een ctl ty ‘June Papi okt ALAND ar 8 KOM ee reer cj Pps ples 
SVP LS tin ee Be Oi aoe eee ee oe eed hts FRAP akey ee iat ae ae LO Se ect clne 
854] og | Panamint Mountains, Calif-.-... June BUALSY ly) B54 PEO lam mnie nea dees Telescope Peak. 


Clivicola riparia. Bank swallow, 


Bank swallows were seen in two places only by members of the 
expedition. Mr. Nelson saw a few in company with rough-winged 
swallows at the Bend of the Colorado, in Nevada, about March 10, 
Mr. Stephens found it common at Alvord, in Owens Valley, where they 
were breeding in the banks along the sloughs, June 26-28. — 


Stelgidopteryx serripennis. Rough-winged Swallow. 

The rough-winged swallow was tolerably common in a number of the 
desert valleys, where it was a summer resident, It was first seen at 
Ash Meadows, Nevada, March 10, and in Vegas Wash, near the Bend 
of the Colorado River, March 1W=H3~ LA Specimen was secured at Hot 
Springs, in Panamint vaio April 22, and Mr. Nelson observed a few 
migrantsalong Willow Creek, inthe Panamint Mou ntains, thelastof May. 
Dr. Merriam saw this swallow at Saratoga Springs in Death Valley, 
April 26; at the Bend of the Colorado River, May 4; inthe Valley of the 
Virgin near Bunkerville, Nevada, May 8; and in Pahranagat Valley 
Nevada, where it was tolerably common and doubtless breedin o, May 
22-26, He found it common where Beaverdam Creek joins the Virgin 
in northwestern Arizona, May 9-10, and the commonest swallow in the 
Santa Clara Valley Utah, May 11-15, In Owens Valley a pair was 
seen about a pond at Lene Pine, June 8, and others were observed at 
Big Pine June 10. At Furnace Creek, Death Valley, several were se- | 
cured about the reservoir June 19-21, and a number were seen in Kern 
River Valley June 22-23, 
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Kecord of specimens collected of Stelgidopteryx serripennis, 


Col- 
eeoes Sex. Locality, Date. Collector. Remarks, 
0. 
176} S. Panamint Valley, Oa E RE Seen Apr. 22,1891 | A. K. Fisher ..... Hot Springs. 
340 | of im, Death Valley, Calif .........-.:/ June Te dee | eke OOS ee Wee et Furnace Creek. 
2? “a peas Coe tonsa peer eee Sta eite dere acts Oe yess e VY. Batley-...22.; Do. 


Ampelis cedrorum. Cedar Waxwing. 

The only cedar birds observed during the entire trip were two seen 
at Lone Pine, in Owens Valley, June 14, and a flock of five, at Three 
htivers, Tulare County, September 15. At the former place they were 
feeding on mulberries, which were cultivated alon g one of the irrigating 
ditches of a fruit ranch. This berry, when it-can be obtained, seems 
to be their favorite food, and one which they will take in preference to 
any other. Among the Creoles of Louisiana the knowledge of this fact 
has given rise to the name of mirier for the cedar bird in that locali ty. 

At Three Rivers the specimens secured were gorged with a small 
wild grape (Vitis californica), which was ripening in abundance in the 
low thickets along the streams. 

Phainopepla nitens. Phainopepla. 


This species is a characteristic bird of the Lower Sonoran zone, where 
it remains throughout the year. Several were seen among the mes- 
quite at Hot Springs in Panamint Valley, in J anuary, and a fine male 
was secured at the mouth of Surprise Cafion, not far from the above 
place, April 23. Its stomach was filled with the berries of the mistle- 
toe, which is a parasite on the mesquite. Several were seen at Restin g 
Spring in the Amargosa Desert, about the middle of February, feeding 
on the same berries, which appear to be their principal food. 

An adult male was seen at Maturango Spring in the Argus Range, 
May 10, and one or two were observed at Coso the latter part of May. 
Mr. Nelson found it rather common in the lower part of Vegas Valley 
and upper part of Vegas Wash and very abundant in the lower part 
of the Wash, near the Colorado River, in March. It was seen by Dr. 
Merriam at Mountain Spring in the Charleston Mountains, April 30, 
and was common in the Lower Santa Clara Valley, Utah, June 11-15, 
where several pairs were breeding in the village of St. George. An 
adult female was seen by Mr. Stephens at Morans, in Owens Valley, 
July 4-7, and Mr. Nelson found it rather common in the western foot- 
hills of the Sierra Nevada, between the San Joaquin and Merced rivers 
in August. One was seen in the chaparral above Kaweah, July 25, 
and another July 30. 

At Kernville the species was abundant in cafions above the village 
July 11-13, where as many as a dozen were seen at once, some sitting 
on the tree tops, while others were busily en gaged in capturing winged 
insects after the manner of the cedar bird. 

12731—No. 7 8 
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Dr. Merriam met with unusual numbers among the live oaks and 
chaparral between. Kernville and Havilah, June 23; saw many in 
Walker Basin June 24, and several in Tehachapi Pass June 25. He 
also noted it as common in the Sierra Liebre June 30, and in the 
Granite Range, in western San Diego County, July 1-10. 

Mr. Palmer saw several in the San Francisquito Pass, north of New- 
hall, July 1, and Mr. Nelson found it common among the piions a few 
miles west of the Cafiada de las Uvas, the middle of October. 

. Mr. Bailey found anest containing three fresh eggs in a mesquite, near 
Fort Mohave, Ariz., March 4, 1889, and one containing young, several 
days old, February 28. 


Record of specimens collected of Phainopepla nitens. 


Col- 
_ lector’s| Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
109 @ | Resting Springs, Calif........ Feb. 12,1891 | A. I<. Fisher....-- 
183! o- | Panamint Mountains, Calif...) Apr. 23,1891 |....do ....--....... Surprise Cafion. 


Lanius ludovicianus excubitorides. White-rumped Shrike. 

The white-rumped shrike is very generally distributed over the 
greater part of the desert region of southern California and Nevada. 
From its habit of associating in pairs and not congregating in flocks, 
it is seldom common in the sense that other birds are, though a consid- 
erable number may be seen in the course of a day’s ride through suit- 
able localities. It is especially partial to the country covered by tree 
yuccas and seldom builds its nest in other growths where these abound. 
Many old as well as new nests were found which were so well protected 
by the strong, bayonet-like leaves of this plant that it was with diffi- 
culty they could be reached. The species was tolerably common at 
Hesperia in the Mohave Desert, January 4-5, and at Granite Wells, about 
the middle of January. At Furnace Creek and Saratoga Springs, in 
Death Valley, several were seen the last of January. 

At Resting Springs, California, a number were seen each day during 
the first half of February, and at Ash Meadows, Nevada, in March. 
It was not uncommon in Vegas Valley, Nevada, where Mr. Nelson 
found a small Perognathus and lizard impaled on thorns byit. In Coso 
‘Valley, California, the writer observed a number of insects and lizards 
fastened on the sharp-pointed leaves of the yuceas. In the latter place 
several nests containing eggs were found in the tree yuccas during the 
first half of May, and one near Darwin, in the north end of the val- 
ley, June 17. In the Coso Mountains shrikes were in sight most of the 
time, and a nest containing four young was found May 27. Four other 
young, just able to fly, were seen on the same date. 

In Nevada Dr. Merriam found a nest containing six eggs on the east 
slope of the Pahranagat Mountains, May 26. It was so placed in a fork 
of a tree yucca that although easily seen it could not be reached from 
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any direction. He found the species at Mountain Spring in the 
Charleston Mountains, April 30; in Desert Valley, May 20; in the 
Juniper Mountains, May 18-19; and on Gold Mountain, among the 
yuecas on the south slope, June 8. On Mount Magruder séveral were 
seen in Tule Canon, and thence up to an altitude of 2,450 meters (8,000 
feet) in the nut pines, where it evidently was preedin g, June 4-8. In 
Utah it was seen in the Santa Clara Valley near St. George, May 11-15; 
at Mountain Meadows, May 17; and among the tree yuceas on the 
south slope of the Beaverdam Mountains, May 10. Several were seen 
in the nut pines on the White and Inyo mountains, California. 

In Owens Valley the species was quite common and numbers of 
young birds were seen about the orchards and roadsides in June. Mr. 
Nelson found it breeding in the Panamint, Grapevine, Inyo, and White 
mountains and the adjacent valleys, and Dr. Merriam saw several in 
the clumps of mesquite, in Death Valley and Mesquite Valley, April 8-18 

It was common in Kern River Valley, Walker Pass, and Walker 
Basin, and inthe San Joaquin Valley between Bakersfield and Visalia. 
It is a question whether the individuals seen by the writer at San Bern- 
ardino, December 27-30, 1890; by Dr. Merriam in the southern part of 
San Diego County, July 1-10, and. by Mr. Nelson along the route from 
San Simeon to Carpenteria and Santa Paula should not be referred to 
the California shrike (Lanius ludovicianus gambeli). 2 


Record of specimens collected of Lanius ludovicianus excubitorides. 


Col- 
eas Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 

0. 
37 | fv BESO (Cuts ea ee Jan. 4,1891 |) A. IK. Visher ...... Mohave Desert. 
61) ov cS Wells, Calif ...-.... pioteaslionet Oi | ew Ako meen ete eee, Do. 
97 | 2 Death Valley, Calit da ae eae HEbrcs oS ois». aOs ote ae Furnace Creek. 

116/ ¢ Ash Meadows, Nev...--..-- Mars APS Oe ase le. s- a8 ane Soe 
26 | 9 Twelve-mile Spring, Calif...] Feb. 21,1891 | F. Stephens.....-. North of Resting 

Springs. 

262 | gjuv. | Coso Mountains, Calif ...... May 27,1891 | A. K. Fisher ...... 

20de| Oi iys ||na st ae ite Toe wee eee a Jes lisa ss BPS LOrs tae Re soe 

ra V AOE bars: GL eRe oe Re dort ale am oul mI AE Tips ee pete MO zeros c toe es, 

296 | Sjuv. Oaone WMS MO AMON Tes ee June SIESHeNE WWE Be tokio) oe Aes eke te Lone Pine. 
DOs wean. (ela Aprade inn EMC eens ie ed May 13, 1891 | F. Stephens-...--- Haway Meadows. 
Sila lecceaitieven | pence WOM re ae oe We ee Ake JMO. 22:5 22 moe LO eee tte epee Do. 

OG eG aie isos ote CLOSES carbine tee Sen Sera: ‘June UG eabeleN eR Okt ae ceo oir a Independence Creek 


Vireo gilvus swainsoni. Western Weanmhlib g Vireo. 

The warbling vireo was seen with very little regularity and was com- 
mon in few localities visited by the expedition. In Owens Valley Mr. 
Stephens saw one among the willows at Haway Meadows, May 18; 
found it common and migrating at Olancha, May 16-23; common in the 
lower part of the cation of Independence Creek, June 18-23; and heard 
several among the willows at the Queen mine in the: White Moun- 
tains, Nevada, July 11-16. At Coso one was seen among the willows 
and rose bushes bordering a spring, May 23, and two were secured 
at the same place the following day. Dr. Merriam shot a specimen in 
worn breeding-plumage at Ash Meadows, Nevada, May 30, and saw a 


ca 
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pair at Kernville, in Kern River Valley, June 23, It was not uncom. 
mon among the hills above Walker Basin, July 14, and Mr. Nelson 
noted a few at the head of Owens River the latter part of the month. 
Mr. Palmer found it common at Old Fort Tejon, where a nest containing 
four eggs, just ready to hatch, was discovered in a willow 10 or 12 feet 
from the ground, July 4. 


Tiecord of specimens collected of Virco gilvus swainsoni., 


Col- 
lector’s | Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 


No. 


i | 
252)|- of Coso, Coso Mountains, Calif -..! May 24,1891 | A. K. Wisher...--- 
253 oh (an sept neat ons ase Pe KOE ena SE ik een eS a 


Vireo solitarius cassinii. Cassin’s Vireo. 

Cassin’s vireo was observed in anumberof places in the Sierra Nevada 
and sparingly in some of the other ranges. Dr. Merriam took a speci- 
men in worn breeding-plumage, June 28, at Old Fort Tejon, in theCai- 
ada de las Uvas, California, the type locality of the species. At Matu- 
rango Spring, in the Argus Range, a specimen was taken among the 
pinttions, May 8. Mr. Nelson found it common at the head of Owens River 
and Dr. Merriam shot one among the junipers at Sheep Spring in the 
Juniper Mountains, Nevada, May 19. It was observed among the pines 
above Walker Basin, July 14; was common in the Sequoia National 
Park during the first week in August; was seen at Horse Corral Mead- 
ows, August 11; common at Kings River Cafion, August 13-16; and 
one was secured at Big Cottonwood Meadows, September 5. 


ecord of specimens collected of Vireo solitarius cassinii. 


Col- . 
put Sex. ; Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
0. 
rot Juniper Mountains. Nev ...| May 19.1891! C. Hart Merriam..| 
210 | 2 Argus Range, Calif......... May 8,1891) A. KX. Fisher ...... | Maturango Spring. 
rot Old Fort Tejon, Calif ....... Jimne 28, 1891 | LS. Ralaner ._-_.. 
393 | 2 Walker Basin, Calif ..--..-. July 14,1891 | A. K. Fisher ...... 
157 | 2 im. | Sierra Nevada, Calif........ Aug. 22,1891 | F. Stephens....... Olancha Peak. 
| 


Vireo solitarus plumbeus. Plumbeous Virco. 

The only specimen of this vireo taken on the expedition was a male 
secured by Dr. Merriam at Sheep Spring in the Juniper Mountains, 
Nevada, May 19,1891. It wasin full song and was shot in the same tree 
in which a Cassin’s vireo was killed a few minutes before. 


Vireo bellii pusillus. Least Vireo. 

The least vireo is a tolerably common summer resident in Owens 
Valley, where at Lone Pine adult and young were secured in June; it 
was seen by Mr. Stephens at Olancha, May 16-23, and at Bishop Creek, 
August 4-10,” A specimen was secured at Furnace Creek, Death Valley, 
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June 20, and the species was not uncommon in the cation above the 
ranch the following day. West of the Sierra N evada, if was common 
at Bakersfield, in the San Joaquin Valley, July 17-20, 


fecord of specimens collected of Vireo bellii pusillus. 


Col-| | . 
pegion 8 Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 

0. 

3 Ash Meadows, Nev. .......... May 30,1891 | V. Bailey........- 
3431 ¥ Death Valley, Calif. 25.22. June 20,1891 | A. IK. Fisher...... Furnace Creck, 
Soluce we. olson CLOmee aren petra | June 21,1891 |. .-. (LOD a Res Seed. © Do. 
318 | 9 Owens Valley, Calif.......... fsuibetes eset shh ENE tren A Lone Pine. 
328 | Q juv. j.--.-- do. GA Ser ee ee June 11,1891 1.__. ie eae eee Do. 
397 | 2@ PeBalkerstteld; Owlite. oossy ee. SHWE are rss). lene tie Me A at 

| 


Vireo vicinior. Gray Vireo. 

Mr. Nelson found this vireo rather common in the Grapevine Moun- 
tains, Nevada, where he secured a specimen June 8. In Wood Cation, 
he saw several among the pifions, and on June 10 observed one carry- 
ing material for its nest. This.is the only locality at which the bird 
was found. 


Helminthophila luciz. Lucy’s Warbler. 

This rare warbler breeds in the Lower Santa Clara Valley in south- 
western Utah, where two specimens were shot by Dr. Merriam, May 
11 and 13, the former in cottonwoods along the Santa Clara River 
and the latter at a small pond near the village of St. George. 


Liecord of specimens collected of Helminthophila lucia. 


Col- 
lector’s| Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
fot Panta, clara, Wt - 0.255.552 May 11,1891) C. Hart Merriam . 
G. i SteGeorsce, Utah yari=a.via! os pa ean: EG MIG OI ee «domes Le eeu ais 


Helminthophila ruficapilla gutturalis. Calaveras Warbler. 

The Calaveras warbler, with the exception of a pair seen in Shepherd 
Cation in the Argus Range, California, April 29, was seen only in the 
Sierra Nevada. It was common in the Sequoia National Park during 
the first week of August, and afew were seen at Round Valley, 12 miles 
south of Mount Whitney, August 28. Mr. Nelson found it common at 
the head of Owens River and also on the western slope in the Yosem- 
ite Valley, in July and August. 


Record of specimens collected of Helminthophila ruficapilla gutturalis. 


Col- 
lees Sex. | Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
1g S| AaeiiasRaneer Calpe. 80h April 29, 1891 | A. K. Fisher ...... Shepherd Cafion. _ 
405 |...... Sierra Nevada, Calif..........-: Mee AeSOla hae eO teen semen ear per a National 
P ark. 


Sa ge ae a ee eile 
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Helminthophila celata lutescens. Lutescent Warbler. 

This active little warbler was found to be abundant in a few places 
during migration. At San Bernardino one was seen on the border of 
a stream, December 29, 1890. In the Panamint Mountains it was seen 
in Johnson Cation, April 12; by Mr. Nelson among the willows at the 
heads of Willow and Mill creeks, the last of May; and by Mr. Bailey 
and the writer near the ‘charcoal kilns’ at the head of Wild Rose Canon, 
June 23, In the Argus Range, it was common both in Shepherd 
Cafion and at Maturango Spring the first half of May. Mr. Stephens 
saw afew migrating by Little Owens Lake, May 6-11; and at Haway 
Meadows, May 12-14. 

It was common along the South Fork of the Kern, July 8-10. In 
the High Sierra it was abundant in the Sequoia National Park, the first 
week in August; common at Horse Corral Meadows, August 9-13; at 
Round Valley, 12 miles south of Mt. Whitney, August 28; and at Min- 
eral King, September 10-11. Mr. Nelson found it common at the head 
of Owens River and in the Yosemite Valley in July and August. 


Record of specimens collected of Helminthophila celata lutescens. 


Col- 
dei or’s| Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 

0. : 
215 fe) Argus Range, Calif ........ May 8, 1891 | A. K. Fisher..-.-. Maturango Spring. 
GSI ci Mak Save LO ais aie RNS) s hts terse oe WA rete) ES EME Wess Say p Voy eom Se ere ne Ar Do. a 
PAT cael 0 1 Ne Oh Dye hed Wate ade Pare te OE A al |b We COL teehee Do. 

fim | Panamint Mountains, Calif_| June 24,1891 | V. Bailey ....----- Coal kilns. 

o im } Sierra Nevada, Calit.....--. Aug. 3,1891 | I. W. Nelson...-- South Fork Merced 

; River. 

LOS) SQOINE |e ea: eta racon ee eawsge snes. Aug. 22,1891 | F. Stephens -..... Olancha Peak. 


Dendroica zstiva. Yellow Warbler. 

The yellow warbler was tolerably common in a number of localities 
visited by members of the expedition. Mr. Nelson found it a rather 
common breeding species among the willows along Willow Creek, Mill 
Creek, and Cottonwood Creek cafions in the Panamint Mountains, and 
noted afew in Wood Cafion in the Grapevine Mountains. The same 
observer found it common at the head of Owens Valley at the base of 
the White Mountains and up to 2,600 meters (8,500 feet) altitude at 
the head of Owens River, in the Sierra Nevada. The writer first ob- 
served the species at Coso, where an adult male was seen busily en- 
gaged catching insects among some willows and rose bushes on the 
evening of May 24 and the following morning. 

At Lone Pine, in Owens Valley, yellow warblers were common among 
the orchards and shade trees, June 4-15. In the same valley, Mr. 
Stephens found it common at Independence Creek, June 18-24; not com- 
mon at Benton, July 9-10, and the Queen mill, Nevada, July 11-16, and 
saw two or three individuals in the cottonwoods at Morans, July 4-7. 

In Nevada, Dr. Merriam shot a male in Pahrump Valley, on a soli- 
tary mesquite bush at a small spring six miles south of Yount’s ranch, 
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April 29. He saw others at Upper Cottonwood Springs, at the east base 
of the Charleston Mountains, April 30; at Vegas ranch, May 1; at the 
Bend of the Colorado River, May 4; in the valley of fie Virgin and 
Lower Muddy, May 6 and 8, and on Mount Magruder, June 4-8. In 
‘Pahranagat Valley it was eS EN commonly, May 29.26, this being the 
only locality in Nevada at which he observed it in any numbers. He 
found it common where Beaverdam Creek joins the Virgin in north- 
western Arizona, May 10, and breeding plentifully in the Lower Santa 
Clara Valley, Utah, near St. George, May 11-15.- Mr. Palmer found it 
very common at Old Fort Tejon the first of July. All through Kern 
Valley, Walker Basin, and at Bakersfield, in the San Joaquin Valley, 
this warbler was common in the willows along the streams during the 
first three weeks of July, and sparingly in the latter valley as late as 
October. . 


ecord of specimens collected of Dendroica estiva. 


Col- 
airs Sex. ¢ Locality, Date. Collector. Remarks. 
0. 
293 | & Owens Valley, Calif ........-..- June 5,1891 | A. K. Fisher ....-. Lone Pine. 
OHA Lae (LOS Sete (ee Lae ee eons June 12, 1891 | EF. Stephens.--.... Olancha. 
U2Sae ORs ene ee AO tak auger ee a Ue ate a eae Nene Mabe ars a Coen eek: Benton. 
ILE “yes ahve a a 3 Fe owes sawed DEO TE Cees SE orate rea Broa esooe Do. 


Dendroica auduboni. Audubon’s Warbler. 

The western yellow-rumped warbler was common as a migrant in 

various localities and not uncommon as a breeder in some of the moun- 
tain ranges. At San Bernardino a flock was seen in a clump of wil- 
lows, and a number associated with chipping sparrows were seen glean- 
ing insects from a field of early cabbage, December 28, 1890. A few 
were found among the willows bordering the reservoir at Furnace 

reek, Death Valley, California, during the latter part of January, and 
again on April 10, and a single one was seen at Ash Meadows, Nevada, 
March 21. It was not uncommon at Hot Springs in Panamint Valley, 
April 20-23, and at Maturango Spring, in the Argus range, the first 
half of May. 

In Nevada Audubon’s warbler was seen n by Mr. Nelson at Pahrump 
and Vegas ranches in February and Mareh; and by Dr. Merriam in 
Pahrump Valley at Yount’s Ranch, April 28-29; at Mountain Spring in 
the Charleston Mountains, and at Upper Cottonwood Springs at the 
east base of these mountains, April 30. In Utah a few were observed 
still lingering in the Santa Clara Valley, May 11-15, though the bulk 
of the species had gone into the mountains before ine date. 

In California Mr. Nelson saw a few migrants the last of May among 
the pifions at the head of Willow Oreek in the Panamint Mountains, 
though none were seen later by him in these or in the Grapevine Moun- 
tains. The same observer saw a few in the Inyo Mountains from the 
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upper edge of the pifion belt to the summit of the range, June 24 to July 
4, and sparingly in the White Mountains a little later. It was common 
at the head of Owens River, from 2,500 to 2,900 meters (8,200 to 9,500 
feet) altitude, and also on the west slope in the Yosemite Valley and 
on the head of the Merced River. In Owens Valley it was observed af 
Lone Pine in December, 1890, and at Little Owens Lake, May 6-11. 

Along the east slope of the Sierra Nevada it was seen at Independ- 
ence Creek, where it was probably breeding, June 18-21; at Bishop 
Creek August 4-10; at Menache Meadows May 24-26; and at Big Cot- 
tonwood Meadows during the summer and early fall. 

It was common at Horse Corral Meadows August 10, and along the 
Kaweah River, where it was breeding, from 2,130 meters (7,000 feet) 
altitude up to timber line during the first part of August. My. Palmer 
found it rather common on the summit of Frazier Mountain, near Old 
Fort Tejon, on July9. Mr. Nelson found it common at San Luis Obi Spo, 
Santa Paula, Carpenteria, and in the San Joaquin Valley in November 
and December, 1891. 


Record of specimens collected of Dendroica auduboni. 


Col- 
pectgiee Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
0. 
2| 9 im. | San Bernardino, Calif....... | Dec. 28,1890) A. K, Fisher...... 
ig Desth Valley, Calit oy ./.2. 0. |e. Sia |Peldou. ola Furnace Creek. 
216 Sierra Nevada, Calif........ June 19,1891 | B.A. Duteher...-. Big Cottonwood 
Meadows. 
Sole 0 |e eee CORE arti fia a 5 eee ate Spas RCL ee ey ratte ese eed ewe ee 
Ligh [PASSE hs Be Owe Pre see = Ms Sepia OE igs ar ihe he 2) ema | cna My gm rea ee Pai aL atemen evans enetome Se 
TA he leaanstale G0, 2a 4d ee tide = oma seeds July 26,1891 | F.Stephens....... 


Dendroica nigrescens. Black-throated Gray Warbler. 


The black-throated gray warbler was first observed amon g the pinons 
above Maturango Spring, in the Argus Ran ge, California, where a 
female was secured May 8, containing a large egg in the oviduct, and 
on the following day one was seen carrying nestin g material in its beak. 
Mr. Nelson saw a few in the Panamint Mountains amon g the pinons on 
Willow Creek the last of May, and found them breeding among the 
same trees in the Grapevine Mountains. Above the ‘charcoal kilns? in 
Wild Rose Caiion in the Panamint Mountains, males were heard sin g- 
ing by Mr. Bailey and the writer June 25. This warbler was found 
breeding in the Inyo and White Mountains and in the Sierra Nevada, 
at the head of Owens River. Dr. Merriam shot one at Sheep Spring in 
the Juniper Mountains, Nevada, May 19, and two in the nut pines on 
Mt. Magruder, June 5. Mr. Bailey saw a few among the pines on the 
Kaweah River the last of July, and the writer saw one on the Hockett 
trail near Little Cottonwood Creek, August 23, and secured a specimen 
at Three Rivers, September 14. 

Mr. Nelson reported a few as seen along the coast from San-Simeon - 
to Carpenteria, Calif., November 4 to December 18, 
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Record of specimens collected of Dendroica nigrescens. 


Col- 
lector’s | Sex. Locality. Date. Collector, Remarks. 
No. 
g | Argus Range, Calif...........| May 9,1891| T. S. Palmer...... Maturango Spring. 
GP [ane nO eto See eke eae yoke a OH hoe yes: meri tin een RAY Sia d Do. 
Hota Seem Wee ce CONG, oe penance ee fer eee May 8,1891] A. IX. Fisher...... Do. 
912 eee CLONE Rene a ae ee eae ee korn 4 ie eZ sO eee ee ee Do. 
Boe Pee (eles. ALOE eceee ak tse PN eae ME vewles; COIN |e! some et tated Do. 
RIE) go eee CLO th eee, NERERS  , Beets Seay ne MNO, Shh oe een are Do. 
435 2 Three Rivers, Calif........... Cp) Len Leese eG] Ow gee ance eS 
132 | @ Queen mine, Nev ............. July 11,1831 | F. Stephens.......| White Mountains. 
o ; Juniper Mountains, Nev ..... May 19,1891 | C. Hart Merriam... 
&o | Mount Magruder, Nev......_. June 55,1891] V Bailey......... 
eee OTe eee tsen tase See: ne CLG seers erence C. Hart Merriam... 


Dendroica townsendi. Townsend’s Warbler. 


Townsend’s warbler was first noted on the ridge above Maturango 
Spring in the Argus Range, California, where a male in full song was se- 
cured, and others seen among the pifions May6. Fromthisdateuntil the 
departure of the party, May 15, the species was not uncommon, though 
there was no evidence of its intention to remain and breed, as in the 
case of the black-throated gray warbler. One was seen at Coso on May 
19, and Mr. Stephens saw a small flock migrating among the creosote 
bushes northeast of Little Owens Lake, the second week in May. 

In the Sierra Nevada Mr. Nelson saw two or three on the South Fork 
of the Merced River August 9. They were in company with a large 
number of other small birds of several species, gleaning insects trom 
among the lower branches as they passed from tree to tree. On the 
coast Mr. Bailey found it common at Monterey September 28 to October 
9,and Mr. Nelson saw it, though very sparingly, at Morro Bay and south- 
ward. 


Record of specimens collected of Dendroica townsendi. 


Col- 
lector’s| Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
O. * 
200| of | Argus Range, Calif.........-- May 6,1891| A. K. Fisher ...... Maturango Spring. 
ZnO gOS Nader LON Regs. Pee orn ape ea ec ei O lis Oa ems On es, ae nee eee Do. 
PRATT | meee Ubanestee CLO SMe oe Re Saarors me eee INA Ve el tSO Ne sae (kOms tes eee Do. 
ce ie Momerey Cait teen. = OGt.s beieoia Vee Baileye 222 eae 
Oa He NNOrr og os seers Surtees ets benno ronee Noy. 8, 1891 | E. W. Nelson ...-. 


Dendroica occidentalis. Hermit Warbler. 

This rare warbler was first seen among the pifions in the Argus Range, 
above Maturango Spring, where a pair was observed and a female se- 
cured May 6. The following day another was seen. Mr. Nelson saw a 
few among a migrating flock on the South Fork of the Merced, near 
Wawona, August 9. Mr. Palmer saw one in a mixed flock of warblers 
at Halsted Meadows, in the Sequoia National Park, August 7, and the 
writer secured a specimen at Horse Corral Meadows August 13. Mr. 
Belding saw nigrants at Crocker’s, 21 miles northwest of Yosemite Val- 
ley, in May. 
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Record of specimens collected of Dendroica occidentalis. 


Col- 
lector’s| Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. : 
199 | 92 Argus Range, Calif......--. May 6,1891| A. K. Fisher ...--.- Maturango Spring. 
415 | 9 im.| Sierra Nevada, Calif .--.---- PAGER OR aS BLUE | em CLO cae atte eter e Horse Corral Mead 
; ows. 


Seiurus noveboracensis notabilis. Grinnell’s Water-Thrush. é 

The only individual of this species obtained by the expedition was an 
adult male secured by Dr. Merriain and Mr. Bailey at the eastern edge 
of the Santa Clara settlement, in the Lower Santa Clara Valley, Utah, 


May 11, 1891. 


Geothlypis macgillivrayi. Macgilivray’s Warbler. 

This warbler was first observed in Shepherd Cation in the Argus 
Range, California, April 27, and afterwards at Maturango Spring, 
where it was common among the willow thickets. At Coso, the species 
was common in the shrubbery about the springs and along the canons 
to the summit of the range, the latter part of May. Mr. Nelson found 
it a rather common migrant along the upper part of Willow and Mill 
Creeks in the. Panamint Mountains during the last week of May. 
After this date comparatively few were seen, and these only within the 
sage belt along the willow-grown banks of springs and streams. <A 
few were seen also in Wood Cafion in the Grapevine Mountains. In 
the Sierra Nevada, Mr. Nelson found it at the head of Owens 
River, though not common. Mr. Stephens saw a female accompanied 
by young at Bishop Creek, August 4-10; Mr. Dutcher secured speci- | 
mens at Big Cottonwood Meadows, where the writer saw it August 26; 
and several were seen in the Sequoia National Park during the first 
week in August. 

In Nevada Dr. Merriam found Macgillivray’s Warbler common in 
Pahranagat Valley, May 22-26, immediately after a severe snowstorm, 
and thought it did not breed in the valley. Hesawa single individual 
on Mount Magruder, Nevada, June 8, and Mr. Nelson found a few at 
the heads of streams on the east slope of the White Mountains. 


Record of specimens collected of Geothlypis macgillivrayt. 


Col- | 
Boge Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
0. 
218 | 92 | Argus Mountains, Calif....-- May 9,1891| A. K. Fisher ..... Maturango Spring. 
254 | of Coso, Coso Mountains, Calif..| May 24, TUSISNE Le dv 0) eo = oly see tpg ee 
ASP ||| eae (ONG) cater ES eles IS pe SE PS Winrar Zona leOilt | See Oma ete eles 
267 OE nae 2 oe CORA RE grey ek fre oat May 25; aL 691m em. Oaee eres be aes 
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Geothlypis trichas occidentalis. Western Yellow-throat. 

The western yellow-throat was common in only a few localities vis- 
ited by the expedition. At San Bernardino, Calif., it was tolerably 
common along the streams and in the thickets, December 28-29, 
1890. It was seen in Surprise Canon in the Panamint Mountains, 
April 16, and was not uncommon at Hot Springs in Panamint 
Valley,-April 20-25. Mr, Nelson found a few during the latter part of 
May in the willows on Mill and Willow creeks in the Panamint Moun- 
tains, but observed none in the Grapevine Mountains. He saw a few 
at Hunter Canon on the east slope of the Inyo Mountains, and also 
among some willows in Saline Valley. In Owens Valley it was a tol- 
erably common summer resident from Little Owens Lake up to the 
head of the valley at the base of the White Mountains. In Death 
Valley the species was not uncommon in Furnace Creek Cafion and at 
Bennett Wells, June 19-21. 

In Nevada, Dr. Merriam found it tolerably common and breeding in 
Pahranagat allege and saw it at Vegas Ranch, May 1, and along the 
Lower Santa Clara in Utah, May 11-15. 

It was common along the South Fork of the Kern River, California, 
July 3-10; at Kernville, July 11-13; in Walker Basin, July 13-16, and 
at Bakersfield in the San Joaquin Valley, July 17-20. 

On the coast of California Mr. Nelson found it, though in limited 
numbers, at the head of Morro Bay, and thence southward. 


Record of specimens collected of Geothlypis trichas occidentalis. 


' Col- P 
gers Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
0. 
8 | 9im.| San Bernardino, Calif.......-. Dec. 28,1890 | A. K. Fisher ..... 
174; og | Panamint Valley, Calitie ress | eAnprcel ere Sie |r el Owes ents eee Hot Springs. 
Sai) Ee Death Valley, Calif..-.....---. Sl el SOILS |e ee) OS ee, ee Furnace Creek. 
78 | fg | Owens Valley, (Ginnie a June 9,1891 |) I. Stephens .....- Olancha. 
2a Oa eee core GOP GE mete tee ere Siem ELC Oss Oe see CLONE neater mle a 


Icteria virens longicauda. Long-tailed Chat. 

Owing to the lack of suitable localities for nesting the yellow-bre asted 
chat was found sparingly in most of the region traversed by the expe- 
dition. It was moderately common in Owens Valley, at Lone Pine, 
June 4-15, and Mr. Stephens found it in the same valley, though not 
commonly, at Olancha, May 16-23; at Ash Creek, May 30-June 3; at 
Independence Creek, June 18-23, and at Morans, July 4-7. Mr. Nelson 
saw and heard one which sang in the evening and the greater part of 
the night of May 22, near his camp on Willow Creek in the Panamint 
Mountains, and observed others in the Inyo Mountains, from Hunter’s 
arastra down to the bottom of Saline Valley, during the latter part of 
June. At Furnace Creek, Death Valley, chats were tolerably common 
at the ranch and in the cation above it, June 19-21. At Kernville, 
Calif., and along Kern Valley, chats were common June 22-23, and 
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July 11-13; in Walker Basin, July 13-16, and several were seen in the 
Canada de las Uvas June 28, 29. At Bakersfield, in the San Joaquin 
Valley, it was seen or heard every day from July 17-20. 

In Nevada, Dr. Merriam found it in the lower part of Vegas Wash, 
May 3; at the Bend of the Colorado, May 4; in the valleys of the Vir- 
gin and Muddy, May 6-8; and in Pahranagat Valley, as a common 
breeder, May 22-26. In the Santa Clara Valley, Utah, it was a toler. 
ably common breeder, May 11-15, | 


Record of specimens collected of Icteria virens longicauda. 


Col. | 
lector’s | Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. vemarks. 
INO. 
294 | og | Owens Valley, Calif...... Bae June 5,1891 | A. K. Fisher....--. Lone Pine. 
349 | g | Death Valley, Calif ............ CUTS ZL 8 Oi) 9 see] eee eet es Furnace Creek. 


Sylvania pusilla pileolata. Pileolated Warbler. 

The black-capped warbler was first seen in Surprise Cation in the 
Panamint Mountains, April 17, and Mr. Nelson found it rather common 
among the willows at the head of Willow, Mill, and Cottonwood 
creeks in the same mountains the last of May, after which time he did 
not see it there. A few were seen in the Argus Range in Shepherd 
Cation, April 27, and the species was common about Maturango 
Spring, in the willows and rosebushes during the first half of May. It 
was seen in the Coso Mountains in the bottom of the cafions among 
the shrubbery, the last of May, and at the head of the streams in the 
White Mountains, in July. Mr. Stephens found it migrating in Salt 
Wells Valley, May 1-5; at Little Owens Lake, May 6-11; at Olancha, 
May 16-23; and in Reche Cation, September 22-24, In the High Sierra 
it was seen in the Sequoia National Park the first week in August; at 
Horse Corral Meadows, August 9-13; at the head of Owens River and 
on the western slope opposite, in July and August; at Big Cotton- 
wood Meadows, during the summer; at Round Valley, 12 miles south 
of Mount Whitney, the last of August; and north of Mineral King, 
September 10-11. 

In Nevada, Dr. Merriam saw it at a large spring in Pahrump Valley, 
April 29; at Mountain Spring in the Charleston Mountains, April 30; 
at Upper Cottonwood Springs at the east base of these mountains, the 
Same day; at Vegas ranch, May 1; at the Bend of the Colorado, May 
4; and in the Valley of the Virgin and Lower Muddy, May 6. 


Lecord of specimens collected of Sylvania pusilla pileolata, 


ol- 
lector’s | Sex. Locailty. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
0. 
190 & | Argus Range, Calif......... Apr. 27,1891 | A. K. Fisher...... Shepherd Cation. 
223 CO ee aes do - 2 hs ee ek ope May 10,1891 |... do. ...-... Pee Maturango Springs. 
13 | ¢ | Sierra Nevada, Calif......-. July 7,1891| B.H. Dutcher ....| Big Cottonwood 
Meadows. 


Ne ee | ne ee é 


oo. a Se ee Rone wee 158 
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Anthus pensilvanicus. Titlark. 

The titlark was found as a winter resident in suitable localities in 
southern California and Nevada. 

In California Mr. Nelson saw a few at Lone Pine, and found it very 
common along the shore of Owens Lake in December, 1890; he also 
saw a few at Hot Springs, Panamint Valley, in the early part of Jan- 
uary, where the writer secured a specimen, April 22,1891. At San 
Bernardino several flocks were seen in a wet meadow bordering a 
stream, on December 28, 1890. In Death Valley a flock of twenty or 
more was always to be found in the alfalfa fields at Furnace Creek, and 
a few were observed at Saratoga Springs during the latter part of 
January. Dr. Merriam saw two in the Mohave Desert on the sand 
beach bordering the Mohave River at Victor, March 30. At various 
places in the San Joaquin Valley Mr. Nelson found it congregated in 
small flocks in October, and common in fields and along the coast from 
San Simeon to Carpenteria, in November and December, 

In Nevada the species was common at Ash Meadows in flocks on the 
wet marshes and plowed fields during the first three weeks of March, 
and Mr. Nelson found it not uncommon about wet ground in both Vegas 
and Pahrump valleys, and near the upper end of Vegas Wash about 
the same time, . 


Record of specimens collected of Anthus pensilvanicus. 


Col- 
lector’s, Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
6| o | San Bernardino, Calif.......... Dee. 28,1890 | A. K. Fisher.....- 
89) -2: | Death Valley, Calit. 1. 2 as: eet BOs Sa) ee Rel O.aneeee. pk Furnace Creek. 
S08) Os Ais SPoie See ee ee ee PTR O emcee Pix ie (OP CH septa Do. 
182} Q | Panamint Valley, Calif ........ AGU Oes, LOUD Nessa Oye = eae at Hot Springs. 


i 


Cinclus mexicanus. Water Ousel. 

The dipper or water ousel was seen only along the streams of the 
Sierra Nevada, in California. In December, 1890, Mr. Nelson saw one 
on Owens River at the mouth of Lone Pine Creek. The writer first 
observed the species on the South Fork of Kern River, where a 
specimen was secured July 7 as it was flying from boulder to boulder 
iInarapid portion of the stream. It was seen at Horse Corral Meadows 
August 9-13, and was common in Kings River Caion August 13-16, 
At the latter place an old nest was discovered in the eroded end of a 
drift log which hung out over a waterfall. The dipper was met with by 
Mr. Nelson at the head of Owens River and in the Yosemite Valley, 
and by Mr. Stephens at Bishop Creek. It was common in the high 
mountains along the streams in Big Cottonwood and Whitney Meadows, 
where specimens were secured. Mr. Palmer observed one at an alti- 
tude of about 3,500 meters (11,600 feet) in Langley Meadow September 
10, 
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Record of specimens collectcd of Cinclus mexicanus. 


Col- 
lector’s| Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. . 
381 | im Kern River, Calif .......2--- July (7, ¥891 | A. kK, isher 12s. South Fork ........ 
433 o Whitney Meadows, Calif..--| Aug. 31, 1891)....do_.--...-....-. 
15 rot Sierra Nevada, Calif. ..-.--- July 88,1891) 6. A. Dutcher: .-.- Big Cottonwood 
Meadows. 
24 Ss ibetaets Ree ences oe ERA eae Oi wake SCH ke Ske Do. 
416 3 Kings River Canon, Calif..-| Aug. 14,1891} A. K. Fisher ....-- 


Oroscoptes montanus. Sage Thrasher. 

The sage thrasher is a characteristic inhabitant of the sage plains, 
occurring in company with the sage sparrow (Amphispiza belli neva- 
densis), Brewer’s sparrow (Spizella brewer), and the lark sparrow 
(Chondestes grammacus strigatus). It was not found in the lower valleys 
except as a winter resident. <A flock of six or cight was seen at Hes- 
peria in the Mohave Desert, January 4, and about an equal number 
at Granite Wells, January 13-15. One was observed at Mesquite Well 
in Death Valley, January 20. Mr. Nelson saw about half a dozen 
in the sage brush on the divide between Willow and Cottonwood 
ereeks in the Panamint Mountains, where they seemed to be breeding 
during the last of May. Dr. Merriam found the species common 
among the sage brush north of Telescope Peak April 15. A pair was 
observed in Coso Valley, below Maturango Spring, May 11, and Mr. 
Nelson reported the species common in the same place in January. 

In Nevada a few.were noted at Ash Meadows in March, and Mr. 
Nelson found them in both Pahrump and Vegas valleys. Dr. Mer- 
riam found them common in the sage brush on the rolling plateau of 
the Juniper Mountains, May 18; in the valley between Gold Mountain 
and Mount Magruder, June 4; and on Mount Magruder plateau, June 
5-8, where a nest containing two fresh eggs was found in a sage bush, 
June 8, In the Santa Clara Valley in southwestern Utah, they were 
not found near St. George, but were seen first on May 15, about 8 
miles northwest of that place where the sage brush begins. <A few 
miles further north, at the upper Santa Clara Crossing, they were 
one of the most abundant birds, May 17; and at Mountain Meadows, 
Utah, where they were common, he shot an adult male sitting on a 
nest containing four fresh eges, May 17. Mr. Nelson found them spar. 
ingly among the pifions in the Inyo Mountains, California, the latter part 
of June; saw a few on the White Mountains and found them rather 
common about the head of Owens Valley, in July. He reported them 
as common up to 2,450 meters (8,000 feet), at the head of Owens River. 
Mr. Stephens saw several at Morans, July 4-7; found them common at 
Benton, July 9-10; and at Queen mine, in the White Mountains, 
Nevada, where a few were heard singing, July 11-16. 


a 


e 


May, 1893.] BIRDS OF THE DEATH VALLEY EXPEDITION. Picea 


Lecord of specimens collected of Oroscoptes montanus. 


ES 
Col- 


Ors Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
0. 
de || woth SSE Shaeribyy (eet hel — e n Jan. 4,1891) A. K. Fisher ...-. 
De | Granite-WellsCalit —"* — 38. Jan. 14,1891 ]....do.-. i Aah bo). 
60) S | ------ Oe Les? fede wan sions Gara wah Leen el Sain Odes Take Seb fe 
Coso Valley, Calif ............. May 12,1891/ T.S. Palmer ....-- 
45| oS | Panamint Mountains, Calif .--..| Apr. 15,1891| F. Stephens-...... 
130} < | Owens Valley, Cadifl-oe.-.-.22. ab ebhye eo cPROT) | RG a ce Bee Benton. 
30] ov SG ae pee SEE ead rane, Stree Mea tele 855 eee, ween ene a 
ca || Ste George, SU, walisenr Sepeeea May 16,1891] V. Bailey ......... 3,800 feet altitude. 
ot | Mountain Meadows, Utah ..... May 17,1891) C. Hart Merriam..| Nest and eggs. 
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Mimus polyglottos. Mocking Bird. 


The mocking bird was found sparingly in the desert regions of Cali- 
fornia, and was more or less common in similar localities in Nevada, 
Utah, and Arizona. It was common about San Bernardino, Calif., 
and in Cajon Pass the first of January and the latter part of March. 
In Death Valley, one was seen at Saratoga Springs in the latter part 
of January, and others in various other parts of the valley proper and 
in the northwest arm (Mesquite Valley), April 8-13, but was not seen 
anywhere in the valley during the trip of June 19-21. It was found 
at Hot Springs in Panamint Valley, April 20-24, and was tolerably 
common among the yucecas in Coso Valley and Mountains, throughout 
May. Mr. Nelson found it through the north end of the Panamint Moun- 

«tains from the divide between Cottonwood and Willow creeks down to 
the botton of Mesquite and Saline valleys. In the Grapevine Moun- 
tains it ranged up to the base of the main summits, at an altitude of 
2,450 meters (8,000 feet). The same observer found it common as high 
as the lower edge of the pinons in the Inyo Mountains, to 2,370 meters 
(7,800 feet) at the head of Owens River in the Sierra, and a few from 
the head of Owens Valley up to 2,430 meters (8,000 feet) in the White 
Mountains. 

In Nevada, Dr. Merriam found Mocking Birds in Tule Cafion, at the 
extreme northern end of the northwest arm of Death Valley, June4; on 
the southern slope of Gold Mountain, among the tree yuccas, June 3; 
in Oasis Valley, June 1; inthe Timpahute Mountains, May 26 (among the 
tree yuccas); in Pahranagat Valley, May 22-26 (common and breeding); 
at Pahroec Spring, May 20-22; in Meadow Creek Valley, May 19; in 
the valleys of the Muddy and Virgin, May 6-8 (common); atthe Bend 
of the Colorado May 4; in Vegas Valley and Wash, April 30-May 3; 
and in Pahrump Valley, April 28-29 (several in the tree yuccas on east 
side of valley). In Utah, he found them common in the Lower Santa 
Clara Valley, May 11-15, and abundant on both sides of the Beaver- 
dam Mountains, May 10-11. 

They were tolerably common in Owens Valley, Calif., where they were 
Seen at Little Owens Lake, Keeler, and Lone Pine. A pair was seen on 
the eastern slope of Walker Pass, July 1, and another at Walker Basin, 
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July 15; they were common at Bakersfield, July 17-20; in Tehachapi 
Pass, June 25, and a few were observed around Visalia in July. Sev- 
eral were seen in Reche Canon, by Mr Stephens, September 22-24; and 
a male by Mr. Nelson at Santa Paula, during the last of December. 


Harporhynchus redivivus. California Thrasher. 

The California thrasheris a bird of the chaparral and was not found 
in the desert regions east of the Sierra Nevada. At San Bernardino 
the writer saw one December 29, 1890, and Mr. Stephens reported the 
Species rather common in Reche Canon near the same place, Sep- 
tember 22-24, 1891. <A pair was seen at Cane Brake ranch on the 
western slope of Walker Pass, July 3, and several at Kernville, where 
two were secured July 12, A number were seen in Walker Basin, July 
13-16, and Dr. Merriam found the species common between that place 
and Caliente June 24; in the Cafada de las Uvas June 28-29; and in 
the Sierra Liebre June 30. In the latter range it passes over the 
divide and oceurs in the chaparral on the north slope, close to the 
edge of the Mohave Desert. Several were seen at Bakersfield, in the 
San Joaquin Valley, July 17-20. Mr. Bailey saw a pair in the oak 
brush just below the edge of the conifers on the Kaweah River, and 
others at Boulder Creek; and Mr. Nelson found them common along the 
coast, from Morro to Santa Paula, during November and December. 


Kecord of specimens collected of Harporhynchus redivivus, 


Col- 
lector’s| Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
386) 9 im. | Kerrville, Calif:.-.......2..- July 11, 1891 ‘A. K. Fisher .....- 
nD | ee eee GAO es ee er are ouruall ee Wola Aa NSS ERIC ee ae ee 
165 | CS PE Taay CO mlib ss tyke sae. 5.)_ 0 Sept. 15, 1891 | F. Stephens......- 


Harporhynchus lecontei. LeConte’s Thrasher. 

Le Conte’s thrasher is a characteristic bird of the deserts of south. 
eastern California and southern Nevada and Arizona, where it was 
found in all the Lower Sonoran valleys east of the Sierra visited by 
the expedition. It is not a migratory species and probably remains in 
the vicinity of its summer home the entire year. - This statement is 
strengthened by the fact that in most places where the species was 
found old nests were also observed. These were placed in arborescent 
cactuses, mesquite, or other thorny shrubs. 

This thrasher was first seen by us not far from Victor, in the Mohave 
Desert, California, January 7, and a number were noticed between 
Daggett and Granite Wells, January 8-13 and April 4-6. In Death: 
Valley, a pair was seen at Bennett Wells J anuary 21, others about the 
middle of April, and a pair with five young on June 21; at Furnace 
Creek one was. seen the last ot J anuary. At Resting Springs the spe- 
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cles was very common among the mesquite, where the males were fre- 
quently heard singing from their perches on the uppermost branches, 
February 6-17. 

In Nevada it was common at Ash Meadows in March, and Mr. Nel- 
son found it in Pahrump Valley, at the western base of the Charleston 
Mountains. East of Pahrump Valley Dr. Merriam saw several April 
29, and a full-grown young was shot among the yuceas. He killed 
one in Vegas Valley May 1, and found the species tolerably common in 
the valley of the Virgin and Lower Muddy. <A nest was found ina 
branching cactus (Opuntia echinocarpa) on the mesa between these 
rivers, and, although the parent bird was on the nest, no eggs had been 
laid. In southwestern Utah it was found on the west side of the 
Beaverdam Mountains almost to the summit of the range, keeping in 
the tree yuccas and arborescent cactuses with the cactus wren. 

At Hot Springs, in Panamint Valley, California, it was seen the 
last of April, and in Coso Valley and Mountains through May. It is 
common in Owens Valley, from Little Owens Lake, where Mr. Stephens 
found a nest and three eggs and a brood of nearly grown young, to Ben- 
ton, where both he and Mr, Nelson saw it. Mr. Stephens found it 
common in Salt Wells Valley, where nests and young were observed. 
In Walker Pass it was common among the tree yuceas on the east side, 
and Dr. Merriam saw several on the west slope, about 4 miles from 
the summit, June 22-23. He found it common throughout the western 
tongue of the Mohave Desert, where a nest containing two half-grown 
young was found in a branching cactus (Opuntia echinocarpa) June 27. 

In the San Joaquin Valley Mr. Nelson found it common about the 
southern and western sides of Buena Vista Lake, and thence west and 
northwest for 15 to 18 niles toward the base of the Temploa Mountains. 
This was the actual range in which he noted the species, though it un- 
doubtedly occupied much more territory in the vicinity, where the low 
growth of desert bushes and sandy arroyos near the lake formed a 
congenial home. 

LeConte’s thrasher is a sly, skulking species, quite difficult to col- 
lect, and when running about among the desert shrubbery closely 
resembles the road-runner in form and actions. | 

The song of this species like that of the other members of the genus 
is sweet and variable, and in many respects rivals that of the mocking- 
bird in musical elegance. In many places throughout its range the 
young (just before they leave the nest) are regularly hunted by both 
whites and Indians for the purpose of making cage birds of them. 

At Keeler, in Owens Valley, Mr. H. E. Wilkinson, meteorological 
observer, had one which was allowed the freedom of the house. It was 
very tame and would allow itself to be caught and placed in the cage 
for the night. One of its favorite amusements was to sit on the win- 
dow sill and catch the flies which were moving on the panes. 
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Record of specimens collected of Harporhynehus lecontet. 


Col- 
lector’s| Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
19| o Resting Springs, Calif...--. Feb. 14,1891] I. Stephens --..-- 
BO Yee all eee Vicks ee saree eth sa ae SE LOSSee ae ae CLO rer: Ca eee renee 
23°) So Twelve-mile Spring, Calif -. Feb. 20, 1891 Vern iO aerate eae Sha of Resting 
rings. 
fot Ash Meadows, Nev...-.---. Mar. 19,1891 | E. W. Nelson..-.-. 5 
ye ee eee WOR Stas eee. ees Mar. 10,1891 | A. K, Fisher ..--. 
Issel ee = Whweses DUO 5 Mutha es rans meer, lke Weare 9 ch8O15|@. oC.0s- eee teers 
Ss Pahrump Valley, Nev ..---. Feb. 11,1891 | E. W. Nelson...-. 
oS eee eee one er ee Seth ges. es eee eee 
Coal vetle mes == CGisst See eae See Apr. 29, 1891 C. Hart Merriam.. 
Gam. |) Vecas Valley Nev. =.---- DV Ieaiyan ALES Oils pews Ores era emreeet ae 
oh Beaverdam Mountains, | May 10, ast | Ree atl OU Eee ete 
tah 
291 ¢ Table Mountain, Nev...---- May 6,1891| F. Stephens -...-- Amargosa Desert. 
J Buena Vista Lake, Calif -...| Oct. 26,1891] HE, W. Nelson...... San Joaquin Valley. 
164 | 9 Hesperia,. Calif ........----- Sept. 15,1891 | F. Stephens ..----. 
53 | fo Salt Wells Valley, Calif....| May 4,1891|....do.-...-....... 
284 | ¢ im. | Owens Valley, Calif .-..---. June 2,1891} A. K. Wisher ..-.-- Keeler. 
Sa Cones (ile spades tee se Ne toc ae Dec.. 27, 1890 | KE. W. Nelson....-- Lone Pine. 
UPA AN ee abit, anos Ne ein ry iemens es ae July 38,1891] I. Stephens.....-- 22 miles north of 
Bishop. 
2 Coso Mountains ....-------- Dec. 31,1890 | E. W. Nelson...--- 
of ROG Bo Ne De seetheorte eases ~=(00) pees: Waebaleyaes os 
oh “Panamint Valley, Calif -.... Jan. HORS bet aE dNe) oo 2 oe 
44\¢ Dageetti Cala. ae ose ee cans Talon | Aske iisher ooo 
S ju. Mohave Desert, Calif..----. June 27,1891 | L.S. Palmer ._:.-- Willow Spring. 
StL LVorr | cepa aL 8 capped dims ce mec oe Pars ee cor EN 1) fee panera ean Do. 
9 im. Death Walley, Cait S2 sacar June 21, 1891] V. ee eee Bennett Wells. 
Se = late X (Ox. Se Petaasiase tases Jan. 30,1891} TE. W. Nelson..-.-:] Saratoga Springs. 
17 | 9 Garlick Springs, Calif ....-.- Feb. 10, 1891 | F. Stephens -..-.-- : 
1 Gel ge eel os CK Grae eee nae rere Aki Es Sere SS Pet LO $e, 5 = cree 
$9 | 9 Resting Springs, Calif...--- Hebe 7,891) | As Ke Wisliers— 2 
LOS |e) sm | erases ARSE SRE Me, Laon taro PSE OOPS nee LlOg sci g SEE GLO pee pete ee 
LOI Lee eee Ee RAN Be en ei era SES Seba eee 7 lS Gojeise ee eee 
107 | @ | tapers ote CLO tre se cal palate pens DEI GRIER ese elope a, SS a 
& 


Harporhynchus crissalis. Crissal Thrasher. 

The erissal thrasher was not found in the Mohave or Amargosa 
deserts, nor in Death, Panamint, or other valleys west of the Charles- 
ton Mountains, where LeConte’s thrasher is so common. Dr. Merriam 
found it from Vegas Valley, Nevada, eastward. He observed it in the 
valley of the Virgin, near St. Joe, Nev., May 7, and near Bunker- 
ville, May 8; and found it a common breeder in the Lower Santa Clara 
Valley, Utah, where a nest containing HO fresh eges was discovered 
in a bush 5: Atriplex torreyi, about 3 feet above the ground, May 
16. Mr. Nelson also found a nest eee three eggs, at Cettonnord 
Spring, at the east base of the Charleston Mountains, March 8. The 
bird was shot from the nest, which was placed partly on one of the 
large branches of a desert ne (Chilopsis saligna) and partly on top 
of an Atriplex canescens bush growing under it. The structure was 
formed externally of coarse twigs, a few inches long, and lined with 
hemp-like strips of bark from a plant growing in the vicinity. 


Heleodytes brunneicapillus. Cactus Wren. 


The cactus wren is an abundant and characteristic bird of the 

a i” LF, 7 = o r * = . 
Lower Sonoran Zone, breeding wherever there are suitable forests of 
tree yuccas or arborescent cactuses, and sometimes in other forms of 
Spiny vegetation, as the desert acacia (Acacia greggit). It was first 
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seen in the Mohave Desert, at Hesperia, a few miles fromthe summit of 
Cajon Pass, where the males were Singing from the tops of the tree 
yuceas, January 4-5. Mr. Stephens found a nest containing four fresh 
eges in a ‘cholla’ (cactus) in Salt Wells Valley, about 8 miles north of 
Indian Wells, the 1st of May, and saw the species Sparingly in Owens 
Valley, a few miles north of Little Owens Lake. In the Coso Valley, 
‘and at Coso in the mountains of the same hame, Mr. Palmer and the 
writer found this species among the tree yuccas, and the former observer 
found a number of old nests during the first half of May. In the 
early part of July, the species was very common in Walker Pags, 
where as many as half a dozen were seen in one yucca, and at the 
South Fork of the Kern River it was found to be common wherever 
yuccas occurred. Myr. Nelson found it rather common about the ranch 
in Vegas Valley, Nevada, and still more numerous among the mesquite 
in Vegas Wash near the Colorado River, where the birds were in full 
song, March 10, 

Dr. Merriam furnished the following notes on this species: “In the 
Mohave Desert, California, many nests were found in tree yuceas 
between Cajon Pass and Pilot Knob, the first week in April, but none 
of them contained eggs. The species reaches the extreme western 
end of the desert (Antelope Valley), and a few were seen in yuceas 
and sage-brush in awash leading south from Gorman ranch toward 
Peru Creek, June 30. 

‘From the Mohave Desert the cactus wren extends up the wash leading 
to Tehachapi Basin, where it was tolerably common in the yucecas and 
‘chollas’ below Cameron. In Walker Pass, it ranges from the east, or 
Mohave Desert side completely across the Sierra to the valley of Kern 
River, where it is abundant in groves of tree yuccas and in ‘chollas’ 
down to 820 meters (2,700 feet) altitude, aud where dozens of their 
large nests were seen in the cactuses, June 22. In Nevada two nests 
were found in Acacia greggii at Bitter Springs in the Muddy Moun. | 
tains, May 5; both had been used the present season, and one con- 
tained an addled egg. The species was common on the high mesa 
between the Muddy ayd Virgin rivers, May 7, where nearly every 
branching cactus contained the remnants of a nest, but all the young 
had hatched and flown away. In the Beaverdam Mountains, in south- 
western Utah, they were common in yuccas and cactuses up to 1,150 
meters (3,800 feet) on the west slope. In the Lower Santa Clara Val. 
ley, Utah, near St. George, they were common, breeding in the arbo- 
rescent cactus, May 11-15. This valley is the extreme northeastern 
limit of distribution of the species. In Southern California, on the 
coast slope, it is abundant on the San Bernardino Plain, and thence 
southward. Many were seen in the Santa Clara Valley at its junction 
with Castac Creek, June 30, where its nests were conspicuous in the 
tall cactus (Opuntia bernardina).” 
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Record of specimens collected of Heleodytes brunneicapillus, 


Col- 


lector’s| Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
32 | of | Hesperia, Calif -.....0-.24-.--: Jan. 4,1891 | A. K, Fisher ...-.--. 
Bar|] wet \haseoe Gti. 2: Seow Wee asoe cee cee (NODS ast eer Apere(lOee pe ee ouse a eas 
880. J Kern River, Calif. ..---..+...--- July oP abst E Sa atliey oe Sere ee le South Fork. 


Salpinctes obsoletus. Rock Wren. 

The rock wren was seen wherever there were bare rocks suited to its 
wants, from the lowest valleys to above timber line on the highest 
mountains. It was seen at Granite Well in the Mohave Desert, Jan- 
uary 13; at Lone Willow Spring, January 17; at Mesquite Well, in 
Death Valley, January 20; and in Furnace Creek Canon, in the funeral 
Mountains, February 5. In the Panamint Mountains, it was common 
in Johnson, Surprise, and Emigrant canons in April, and Mr. Nelson 
found it common and widely distributed along Cottonwood Canon, 
where young, following their parents, were seen during the last of May. 
In the latter part of June several were seen in Death Valley Cation, a 
few hundred feet above the valley, and thence to the summit of Telescope 
Peak, where a family of six or eight were seen among the loose rocks. 

In Nevada this wren was not uncommon at Ash Meadows, in Oasis 
Valley, and in the Grapevine Mountains in March, and in the latter 
mountains was breeding commonly in May. Mr. Nelson found it 
sparingly at various places in Pahrump Valley and along the route to 
the Bend of the Colorado in March. Dr. Merriam found it common in 
Tule Cafion, and thence up to the summit of Mount Magruder, in 
rocky places, June 4-9; on Gold Mountain, June 3; in Pahranagat 
Valley, May 22-26; and in the Pahroc Mountains, near Pahroc Spring, 
May 21-22. In Utah, he reported it common along the cliffs of the 
Santa Clara Valley, May 11-15; at the Upper Santa Clara Crossing, 
May 16; and saw two pairs in the junipers in the Beaverdam Moun: 
tains, May Py, 

In Shepherd Canon and at Maturango Spring, in the Argus Range, 
California, it was common during the first half of May, and in the 
cafions in the Coso Mountains during the latter part of the month. 
Mr. Nelson found it ranging from the bottoms of the valley to the 
summit of Inyo and White mountains and to timber line at the head 
of Owens River. In the former range, at Cerro Gordo, Mr. Palmer | 
found young just out of the nest, May 31. The species was common 
and well distributed in Owens Valley from the lower end of Owens 
Lake to the upper part, at the base of the White Mountains. It was 
common along the western slope of Walker Pass, along Kern River 
Valley and below Old Fort Tejon, in the Cafiada de las Uvas. In the 
High Sierra it was common at Big Cottonwood Meadows during 
the summer, and one was seen at Round Valley, 12 miles south of 
Mount Wnibuee, above timber line, August 28, and one at Whitney 
Meadows about the same time. 
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Kiecord of specimens collected of Salpinctes obsoletus. 


Col- 
ies Sex. Loeality. Date. Collector. Itemarks. 
0. 
9/ ¢ bie reth. Cahite s.  o & eee Feb. 7, 1891 | F. Stephens....... Mohave Desert. 
64} o Loue Willow Spring, Calif..... Jan. 17,1891] A. K. Fisher...... 
275.| ofjuv.| Owens Valley, Calif........._.. ENG Ala SOh, SEC. ole ge econ Keeler. 
Soo eo. lee Sees She cpat a eet 2S 5 En Fone We WSOL «sos es. oe Lone Pine. 
42| of Grapevine Spring, Calif......_. April 2,1891 } F. Stephens....... 


Catherpes mexicanus conspersus. Canon Wren. 

The canon wren was found in a number of the mountain ran ges vis- 
ited by the expedition in California and Nevada. In a few places in 
the Panamint Mountains it was ¢ommon, but in no other of the desert 
ranges was it found in any numbers. We first observed it in Furnace 
Creek Caiion in the Funeral Mountains, on our way to the Amargosa 
Desert early in I’ebruary, and agam on the return trip in the latter 
part of March. Mr. Bailey saw one at Saratoga Springs in the south- 
ern end of Death Valley, in February. In Johnsonand Surprise cafons, 
inthe Panamint Range, it was common, and males were heard singing 
at all times of day during the first half of April. A few were seen by 
Mr. Nelson on the east or Saline Valley side of the Inyo Mountains in 
the latter part of the same month. In the Argus Range it was seen in 
Shepherd Cation in January and April, and at Lookout in the latter 
part of June. Dr. Merriam found it among the cliffs in the juniper 
belt on both sides of the Beaverdam Mountains, in southwestern Utah, 
May 10-11. He also found it breeding along the cliffs in the Lower 
Santa Clara Valley, Utah, May 11-15, and at the Upper Santa Clara 
crossing, May 16. ‘Two were seen in the Pahroc Mountains, near Pah- 
tot Spring, Nevada, May 22. In the northern part of the ran ge, and 
in the Grapevine Mountains, Nevada, Mr. Nelson did not find it com- 
mon during May and early June. 

The following notes may refer wholly or in part to the present race 
of the canon wren, or to the California coast form (punctulatus), aS no 
specimens were preserved for identification. Several were seen along 
the South Fork of Kern River, and near Kernville, Calif., in early July. 
Dr. Merriam saw several in the Cafiada de las Uvas, and heard it in 
the canon of Peru Creek below Alamo ranch, in the Sierra Liebre, June 
30, A few were seen at Three Rivers, Tulare County, in the western 
foothills of the Sierra, July 25-29, and September 17, and in the Se- 
quoia National Park, at Halsted Meadows, August 6. Several were 
Seen by Mr. Palmer at Michigan Bluff, Placer County, the last week 
in September, 


x 
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Record of specimens collected of Catherpes mexicanus conspersus. 


Col- 
lector’s| Sex. Loeality. Date. Collector, Remarks, 
a eNO: 
® | Panamint, Calif...--..--------- gan. 10,1891 | V. Bailey -.-..-... 
¢ | Panamint Mountains, Calif .-..| Mar. 30,1891 | E. W. Nelson ...-. Johnson Caiion. 
Oe Vee revaro (DMG Jean eee Ane “Bsns Vieni ee eG He SC On eee ieeeey aie Do. 
Teall ety Becca YO ogee ati Ae ng Pee Nan A eat Devas (mss one A, KK. Wisher .-.--- Do. 
Isse|| BoM ee (0) athe tot ara eye Tere cr ACD Pe Voy LAOS has 250k es 2k eee ee Surprise Cation. 
ioe it eet Nees (Che nocd Sok eres Rd cere tO eos PSEC Oneness Do. 
165 | Re nN ec (ilevg tes oe ee se bop Aras al S aL SO Te) 22 ALO ee ee ote Do. 


Thr yothorus bewickii spilurus. Vigors’s Wren. 

A specimen taken at San Bernardino, December 29, 1890, although 
not typical of this race, resembles it more closely than it does any other. 
The bird which Mr. Bailey saw commonly at Monterey was undoubt- 
edly this subspecies. Mr. Nelson found a form of Bewick’s wren which 
probably belongs to this race common at San Luis Obispo, the last of 
October, in the Tejon and Temploa mountains about the same time, 
and along the route from San Simon to Carpenteria and Santa Paula 
during November and December. 


Thryothorus bewickii bairdi. Baird’s Wren. 

The white-throated wren was more or less common in various places 
visited by the expedition. One was seen among the tree yuccas at Hes- 
peria, in the Mohave Desert, January 4. In Death Valley a specimen was 
secured at Furnace Creek January 31, and a few individuals were seen 
among the mesquite thickets at Bennett Wells, and between that place 
and Saratoga Springs, about the same time. A few were seen at Rest- 
ing Springs in the Amargosa Desert, in February. 

In the Panamint Mountains it was seen in Johnson Cafion, early in 
April; by Dr. Merriam in Emigrant Cation, April 14-15; on the north 


 sideof Telescope Peak, April17-19, and by Mr. Nelsonin Surprise Canon, 


in January. In the Argus Range afew were seen in Shepherd Canon 
in January, and a specimen was secured at Maturango Spring May 
13. In the Coso Mountains a family in which the young were full 
grown and able to fly was. seen in one of the cations, May 23. Dr. 
Merriam saw many on the summit of the White Mountains, between 
Deep Spring and Owens valleys, where young were following their pat- 
ents about among the pifion and juniper, June 9. Mr. Nelson found it 
common at Lone Pine in December, 1590, and two or three were seen 
in Walker Pass, July 2-3. The species was common along the South 
Fork of Kern River to Kernville, July 3-13, and Mr. Palmer saw one 
in Kings River Cafion in August. Mr. Stephens saw it at the Queen 
mine in the White Mountains, Nevada, July 11-16. 

In Nevada, several were seen at Ash Meadows, Pahrump and Vegas 
valleys, and in the Grapevine Mountains, in March. In the Santa Clara 
Valley, Utah, one was shot and several others seen, May 11-16, and an 
old nest was found in a hole in a cottonwood, about 3 feet above the 
ground. 
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Record of specimens collected of Thryothorus bewickii bairdi. 


Col- 
eae Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
YO. 2 

12} ¢ San Bernardino, Calif....... Dee. 29,1890] A. K.Fisher...... Resembling closely 
spilurus. : 
94) & Death Valley, Calif... -. Vary, ola Bod eee wel eee Furnace Creek... -.. 
236 | of Arons Ranee, Calit......... Miisce da is0l eet ete we ee» Maturango Spring. 
WA! os Resting Springs, Calif.....- eb. 17,1891 | F. Stephens ...... : F 

a White Mountains, Calif....) June 9,1891| V. Bailey, ae oe 

OuREVLI = Joe CO a ew A ace he eee rit alte niet ee ite oe OL. 

J Santa Clara, Utah .......... May 11,1891} C. Hart Merriam.. 


Troglodytes aédon aztecus. Western House Wren. 

The western house wren was not seen in many localities, though 
when found it was not an uncommon species. A few were seen at Ash 
Meadows, Ney., about March 20. Specimens taken at San Bernardino, 
Calif., in the latter part of December, 1890, were intermediate between 
this race and Parkman’s wren of the northwest coast region. In the 
Panamint Mountains it was first observed in Johnson Canon, April 12, 
in Suprise Canon a little later, and in Emigrant Cation April 14-15, A 
few were seen in an alfalfa field at Grapevine Spring, on the western 
slopeof the Grapevine Mountains, the first weekin April, and in Shepherd 
Canon, in the Argus Range, the last week of the month. Mr. Stephens 
found it rather common at Searl’s garden, near the south end of the 
same range, April 25-26; at Bishop Creek, in Owens Valley, August 4— 
10, and among the brush on the side of Reche Cation, September 22— 
24. Several were seen along the South Fork of Kern htiver, July 3-10, 
and among the oaks above Walker Basin, July 14. Mr. Palmer found the 
house wren abundant at Old Fort Tejon early in July, and Mr. Nelson 
saw Several in the Canada de las Uvas and along San Hmigdio Creek 
about the middle of October. In the High Sierra, Mr. Nelson saw it at 
the head of Owens River, and on the west slope down into the Yosemite 
Valley. It was common in the Sequoia National Park during the first 
week in August; at Horse Corral Meadows, August 9-13; near tim- 
ber line in Round Valley, 12 miles south of Mount Whitney, August 28; 
Mineral King, September 9-10; and at Three Rivers, in the western 
foothills of the Sierra, September 14. 


Record of specimens collected of Troglodytes aédon aztecus. 


Col- 5 
lector’s| Sex Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
3] o San Bernardino, Calif.....- Dec. 28,1890) A. KX. Fisher.....- Inclining toward 
parknanti, 
| Rent eee QO ade ee ade eae tn SR ese dh fg Std See SEE Do. 
‘oh Panamint Mountains, Calif.| Apr. 11,1891) EH. W. Nelson..... Johnson Cafion. 
oh iornskiwcer,, Oaliie oe ato ee duly: = 4.189 V2 Baileys sna. South Fork. 
S Sierra Nevada, Calif.......- July 30,1891) EK. W. Nelson-.-.. San Joaquin River. 
139 URIs balms QO = eel a ge es July 22,1891) F.Stephens....... 
155 | @im |...... Or crea ewe NS Aug. 21,1891|....do .............| Olancha Peak. 
424 ee aieae oe CLO) RUE are aoe Dod Baca Aug, 27,1891) A. K. Fisher..._.. tound Valley, 12 
j miles south Mount 
Whitney. 
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Cistothorus palustris paludicola. Tule Wren. 

The long-billed marsh wren was common in a number of places where 
tules and other rank vegetation occurred along the streams, lakes, or 
marshes. In Death Valley a few were seen at Furnace Creek and Ben- 
nett Wells, and a considerable number at Saratoga Springs during the 
latter part of January. Dr. Merriam found it common at the latter 
place among the reeds April 26. In Owens Valley Mr. Nelson found 
it at Keeler and Lone Pine in December, 1890, and Mr. Stephens re- 
ported it common at Little Owens Lake May 6-11. In Nevada it was 
common in Pahrump, Vegas, and Oasis valleys, and not uncommon at 
Ash Meadows in March. Dr. Merriam also found it common in the 
valley of the Muddy May 6, in Pahranagat Valley May 23, breeding 
in the tules, and Mr. Stephens saw several at Grapevine spring 
April 1-4. 


Record of specimens collected of Cistothorus palustris paludicola. 


Col- 
lector’s| Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. j 
93 Ss Death Valley, Calif..-...-.-- Jan, 931.1891) A. K. Pisher...... Furnace Creek. 
132 Q Ash Meadows, Nev..-..-..-. MCHA D8) FOU sO Se hue ee 


Certhia familiaris occidentalis. California Creeper. 

The tree creeper was seen nowhere except in the High Sierra. Mr. 
Palmer and the writer saw it at the deserted Kaweah sawmill in the 
Sequoia National Park, and at other places in the same general region, 
the first week in August, and at Horse Corral Meadows a week later. 
Mr. Nelson found it at the head of Owens River and in the Yosemite 
Valley, and Mr. Dutcher at Big Cottonwood Meadows. The writer 
saw iti at the latter place and also at Whitney Meadows and Soda 
Springs about the 1st of September. Mr. Nelson observed a few at 
Mount Pinos in October. 


Sitta carolinensis aculeata. Slender-billed Nuthatch. 

In California the slender-billed nuthatch was seen among the pines 
on several of the mountain ranges and in the oaks west of the Sierra 
Nevada. In the Panamint Mountains it was not uncommon in Jobn- 
son and Surprise cafons among the pifions, where a pair was seen 
hunting for a nesting site April 20. Dr. Merriam saw several among 
the junipers on the north side of Telescope Peak April 17-19, and Mr. 
Bailey and the writer heard and saw it near the same place June 23- 
24, A pair was seen among the pifions above Maturango Spring May 
13; Mr. Nelson found it at the head of Owens River, and on the west- 
ern slope opposite, in July and August; and Mr. Stephens héard it near 
Queen station, Nev., July 11-16. Dr. Merriam saw one amon g the live 
oaks between Havilah and Walker Basin, June 24, one in Tehachapi 
Pass June 25, and Mr. Palmer reported the species as common at Old 
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Fort Tejon the first week in July. The writer found it rather common 
in the Sequoia National Park durin g the first week in August, at Horse 
Corral Meadows August 9-13, in Kings River Canon August 13-16, 
and in Round Valley, 12 miles south of Mount Whitney, and Whitney 
Meadows the last of the month. At Three Rivers, in the western foot- 
hills of the Sierra, it was common among the oaks July 25-30; Mr. 
Bailey saw it along the Kaweah River up to timber line in August ; 
Mr. Dutcher found it a common summer resident at Big Cottonwood 
Meadows, and Mr. Stephens reported it as rather common at Menache 
Meadows May 24-26. Mr. Nelson saw it from the Catiada de las Uvas 
to the head of San Emigdio Cafion the last of October, and in the 
mountains near San Simeon in November. 


Record of specimens collected of Sitta carolinensis aculeata. 


ee eee 


Col- 
lector’s | Sex. Locality. . Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
352) of | Panamint Mountains, Calif..| June 23,1891) A. XK. Fisher ...... Telescope Peak. 
427 | 9 Sierra Nevada, Calif........ SATE 27 SON een kee ae Round Valley, 12 miles 
south Mount Whit- 
ney. 
2D ote tle aoe WOR aware dae ks July 30,1891 | B. H. Dutcher..... Big Cottonwood 
Meadows. 


Sa eT 


Sitta canadensis. Red-bellied Nuthatch. 

The red-bellied nuthatch was not seen in the mountain ranges east of 
tne Sierra Nevadain California. Itwas common in the Sequoia National 
Park and Horse Corral Meadows, where it was often heard or seen dur- 
ing the first half of August. Mr. Nelson saw afew on the western slope 
of the mountains opposite the head of Owens River, and the writer found 
it common among the flocks of migrants in Round Valley, 12 miles south 
of Mount Whitney, August 27-28, and at timber line above Mineral Kin g 
September 9-11. On the coast Mr. Bailey reported the red-bellied 
nuthatch as common at Monterey September 28 to October 9. 


Record of specimens collected of Sitta canadensis. 


Col- 
lector’s | Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. |- 
406 2 Sierra Nevada, Calif........ Aug. 4,1891 | A.K. Fisher...... peg wea National 
Park. 
21390) ae a ae Gy 2 tA. ieee eer eee ATI ZS ASM Ney Oa = ee on stare 2 Round Valley, 12miles 
r south Mount Whit- 
ney. 


Sitta pygmza. Pygmy Nuthatch. 

The only locality east of the Sierra Nevada where this nuthatch was 
met with was the Charleston Mountains, Nevada, where Mr. Palmer and 
Mr. Nelson found it common in February high up among the fox-tail 
pine (Pinus aristata). Mr, Stephens found it not uncommon nearly 
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up to timber line at Menache Meadows, Calif, May 24-26, and a few at 
Bishop Creek August 4-10. Mr. Palmer reported it common among 
the pines at the summit of Frazier Mountain July 9; near the summit 
of Tejon Pass July 12; and Mr. Dutcher saw it frequently at Big Cot- 
tonwood Meadows during the summer. The pygmy nuthatch was not 
uncommon among the pines on the ridge above Walker Basin July 14, 
among the sequoias on the Kaweah hiver the first of August, at the 
Sequoia National Park about the same date, and at Big Cottonwood 
Meadows and Round Valley the last of the month. 


Record of specimens collected of Sitta pygmea. 


Col- 
lector’s| Sex. | _ Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
10|'¢ Sierra Nevada, Calif ........ July 1,1891| B.H. Dutcher..... Big Cottonwood 
; Meadows. 
Booed 6 alee Oman 3 Beldrst etn tr cent CT SG soda ee Ope re ane oe Do. 
BD Soe cade ee oP ae. A Te eS Asti aie A BOIG| Oe eee ard eee EDO: 
TES OR, OP Rea eas (Opes) eee Re Sea AUS eUl8O19 E, Stepiense- ass Bishop Creek. 
391 | 9 im. | Walker Basin, Calif -.-..... July 14,1891 | A. K. Fisher ...... 
425 | S Sierra Nevada, Calif ....-2.- JfH ee SAP MISS sth) = | See As Round Valley, 12 
- miles south of. 
Mount Whitney. 
AIO) st eet (LOS4eara inet ee re ees Eeiare CLO=e epee Pee) scosSe we oot Do. 


Parus inornatus. Plain Titmouse, 

The plain titmouse was first met with in the Sierra Nevada in Cal- 
ifornia. Itwas not uncommon on the western slopeof Walker Pass, where 
a specimen was taken July 3, and the birds seen elsewhere in the Sierra 
Nevada may probably be correctly referred to this species. It was eom- 
mon along the valley of the Kern July 3-13; in Walker Basin, July 
15-16; and at Three Rivers in the western foothills of the Sierra, July 
25-30, and September 13-15. Dr, Merriam saw the species in the Tejon 
Mountains, where it was common in the Cafiada de las Uvas, June 28-29, 
and Mr. Nelson saw it at Mount Piiios the last of October, in the hills 
along the route from La Panza to San Luis Obispo, and sparingly from 
the sea to the summit of the hills between San Simeon and Carpenteria, 
in November and December. | 

A specimen taken by the writer in Cajon Pass January 2, although 
not typical inornatus, was nearer it than griseus. 


Record of specimens collected of Parus inornatus. 


Gol- 


ee 8 Sex. Locality. : Date. Collector. Remarks. 
0. 
25 | 3 Cajon Pass, Calif........:-.. Jan. 2, 1892 | A.K. Fisher... .-. Not typical. 
367 | Qim. | Walker Pass, Calif.......... | Diyos OO! | Meeps ee as Western slope. 


ee 


Parus inornatus griseus. Gray Titmouse. 


The gray titmouse was seen in most of the desert ranges. In the 
Charleston Mountains, Nevada, it was common among the junipers in 
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March. In the Panamint Mountains, California, it was seen in Joln- 
son and Surprise cafions wnong the pidons and junipers in April, and 
Dr. Merriam found it common north of Telescope Peak, where a female, 
containing eges nearly ready to be deposited, was killed, April 17-19. 
The writer saw a few at the same place June 22, Mr. Nelson noted it 
sparingly among the pitions on the Panamint, Grapevine, Inyo, and 
White mountains during the breeding season. Along the eastern slope 
of the Sierra Nevada a few were seen at the head of Owens River, and 
at Benton, in July. 


Record of specimens collected of Parus inornatus griseus, 


Col- 
SLE E Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks, 
0. 
47 | 9 | Panamint Mountains, Calif...-.. Apr. 18,1891 | F. Stephens....-.- 
| ete iene UO So cu ance eee ees ee Mar. 28, 1891} A. K. Fisher ..._.. Johnson Cation. 
WAG] SON ete It) ey Seth Arh ge tear eke Drews ees diliy Sa aie ii ea ee Be Do. 
ister |] AS ae ae eee Ont aire Fn eer ned mie Cet ADE, ato SONI Ly chm Sew ane Surprise Caton. 
S$ | Charleston Monntains, Nev ....| Mar. 7, 1891) VY Bailey ......... 


Parus gambeli. Mountain Chickadee. 


The mountain chickadee was seen on all the mountains which Sup- 
port a growth of pines. In Nevada Mr. Palmer reported it common 
about the camp in the Charleston Mountains in February, and Mr, 
Stephens found a few in the Grapevine Mountainsin March. Dr, Mer- 
riam found it breeding on Mount Magruder, high up among the nut 
pines, June 5-11, and Mr. Stephens saw several at the Queen mine 
in the White Mountains, July 11-16. 

Tn the Panamint Mountains, California, it was tolerably common in 
Johnson and Surprise cations in April. Dr. Merriam found it com- 
mon near Telescope Peak about the middle of the month, though Mr. 
Nelson reported it as apparently rare among the pifions in the northern 
end of the range as well as in the Grapevine Mountains in June. At 
the ‘charcoal kilns’ near the head of Wild Rose Cation, the writer 
noted it as quite common and found a nest with young June 24. 

It was not uncommon in the Argus Range, where a nest containing 
eight fresh eggs was found in a pifion on the ridge above Maturango 
Spring, May 14, The nest, which was composed of fine grass and hair, 
was placed in an eroded cavity behind the end of one of the lower limbs 
which had been partially torn and twisted from the trunk by heavy 
snow or violent wind. It was perfectly concealed and would never have 
been discovered had the bird remained quiet when the writer accident- 
ally struck the drooping branch. Mr. Nelson reported it as breeding 
sparingly from the lower edge of the pions up to the summit in the 
Inyo Mountains and to timber line in the White Mountains. This 
chickadee was common at the head of Owens River, and Mr. Stephens 
noted it as rather common at Independence Creek, June 18-23; at Men- 
ache Meadows, May 24-26; several at Bishop Creek, August 4-10. Mr. 
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Palmer found it common on Frazier Mountain July 9, sparingly at Tejon 
Pass, July 12; and Mr. Nelson reported it common on Mount Pitos the 
_lastofOctober. Inthe High Sierrait was commonin the Sequoia National 
Park the first week in August; at Horse Corral Meadows, August 9-13; 
at Round Valley, 12 miles south of Mount Whitney, August 27-28; Big 
Cottonwood Meadows during the summer; and at Whitney Meadows 
and Mineral King the last of August and first of September. Mr. 
Palmer saw one at an altitude of 3,900 meters (13,000 feet) near the head. 
waters of the Kern River, September 1. 


tecord of specimens collected of Parus gambeli. 


Col- 
lector’s| Sex. Locality. Dare. Collector. temarks, 
No. 
401 3 Grapevine Mountains, Nev..| Mar. 21,1891 | F. Stephens....... 
142 | of Panamint Mountains, Calif -| Mar. 28,1891 | A. IK. Fisher ...... Johnson Cafion. 
it Lalo ee pe ae CLO prs se ae Nee cet PAST Tet sO eH Seie |e Ul Omen fe bys eee Do. 
GRA e eee Cie oe oe ee fe orae Sases Se Oe vai EM EDA ESONE || 2.8 L0G) oe ee eh Do. 
oh Argus Range, Calif......--. May 7,1891| T.S. Palmer....... Maturango Peak. 
fof White Mountains, Calif.....; July 12,1891 | E. W. Nelson...... 


Parus rufescens neglectus. California Chickadee. 


Mr. Bailey found the California chickadee common at Boulder Creek, 
California (north of Monterey Bay), where he secured a specimen Octo- 
ber 14, 1891. 


Chamea fasciata henshawi. Pallid Wren-Tit. 

This interesting little bird was first met with by Mr. Bailey and the 
writer at Kernville, Calif., on July 11, where specimens were secured. 
It was common there, as it was the following week in Walker Basin. Mr. 
Nelson saw a few in the foothills between the Merced and San J oaquin 
rivers; Mr. Palmer heard a number among the chamisal in the San 
Francisquito Pass, July 1, and Mr. Stephens heard several in Reche 
Cation, near San Bernardino, September 22-24. Mr. Bailey reported 
it common along the Kaweah River in the thick chapparal below the 
pines. Mr. Nelson found the ground-tit common in the thickets on the 
sand dunes along the coast between San Simeon and Carpenteria, and 
on the bushy hillsides between the latter place and Santa Paula, in 
November and December. Dr. Merriam reported it as a common 
breeder in the coast ranges of San Diego County, where he found it in 
March and again in July. 


Lecord of specimens collected of Chamea Sasciata henshawi. 
ee ee eee ee ee ee ee ae 


Jol- | 
ne or’s| Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
385 ret iernville, CAME ==. 2n0025 4.48 July 11,1891] A.K. Fisher...... 
Q +2----d0...... po ment nnn ancna eon Pea Oss ae V. Bailey ...-..... 
167} & | San Bernardino, Calif.......... Sept. 23, 1891 | F. Stephens..-.... Reche Caiion. 
MomroniCalrt: 229 00 7) ee es, Nov. 8,1891| 1. W. Nelson...... 
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Psaltriparus minimus californicus. California Bush-Tit. 

The California bush-tit is common in the coast region, on the western 
slope of the Sierra Nevada, and sparingly on the eastern Slope of the 
same range. Mr, Stephens found it tolerably common in the lower part 
of the canon at Independence Creek, where a nest containing young 
was found, June 16-23; and saw a small flock at Bishop Creek, August 
4-10. Individuals were seen on the western slope of Walker Pass, 
July 2-3, and Dr. Merriam found it common in the chaparral from 
Kernville to Havilah, and thence to Walker Basin and Caliente, June 
23-24, and in the Cafiada de las Uvas, June 28-29. It was common at 
Three Rivers in the western foothills, in flocks of 25 or more, July 25-30, 
and Mr. Bailey reported it common along the Kaweah River up to 
the conifers, about the Same time. The latter observer found a species 
of bush-tit common at Monterey, the first of October ; Mr. Stephens saw 
two flocks at Reche Cation, September 22-24; and Dr. Merriam noticed 
it near the coast in San Diego County in- July. Mr. Nelson reported 
it common along the coast in small flocks in thickets and on bushy hill- 
sides, from San Simeon to Carpenteria, in November and December. 


Record of specimens collected of Psaltriparus minimus californicus, — 


——$—— ey 


Col- 
BEOrS Sex. Locality, Date. Collector. Remarks. 
O. 
76 2 Owens Valley, Calif............ June 8, 1891 | F.Stephens......- Olancha. 
369 Walker Pass, Calif...........-. July 3,1891|) A. K. Fisher...... Western Slope. 


Psaltriparus plumbeus. lLead-colored Bush-Tit. 

The lead-colored bush-tit is common in a number of the desert ran ges 
visited. In Nevada Mr. Stephens found it rather common in the Grape- 
vine Mountains in March, and saw one flock at the Queen mine in the 
White Mountains in July. Dr. Merriam found it high up on Mount 
Magruder in the nut pines, June 5-9, among the junipers in the Ju- 
niper Mountains May 19, and common in the Beaverdam Mountains, 
Utah, May 11. A few were seen by Mr. Stephens at Twelve Mile Spring, 
near Resting Springs, Calif., in February. In the Panamint Mountains 
it was observed daily in Johnson and Surprise Cajions in April, in small 
flocks on the north side of Telescope Peak April 17-19, and among the 
sage in the northern part of the range, as well as in the Grapevine 
Mountains May 4 to June 15. Mr. Nelson found a few amon g the pin- 
ons near Waucoba Peak in the Inyo Mountains the last of June, and a 
few on the eastern slope of the White Mountains among the same kind 
of trees in July. 


le NORTH AMERICAN FAUNA. [No. 7. 


Record of specimens collected of Psaltriparus plumbeus. 


Col- 
lector’s | Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
rot Juniper Mountains, Nev..----- May 19, 1891; C. Hart Merriam. . 
Q Mount Magruder, Nev...--.-.-- Cue OOo 1 We Danley is pesjasee 
38 | 2 Grapevine Mountains, Nev .-..| Mar. 24,1891 | F. Stephens. ------ 
24 | 9 Resting Springs, Calif......-.- ecto eal IUSOUE «Seales ee hak eens | 
PAIS Glan ime ceiinn oes eee s ae ee SE Oe ere Pee SAL. UO gee Se eee ee ae 
144 | 9 Panamint Mountains, Calif ....| Mar, 28,1891 | A. K. Fisher ....-- Johnson Caiion. 
IEE reboe LOS RE rotator Scie cmals ee eee EAST POG SLO us Mets ee Oyens c eters 2 ae Do. 
ee se iizeear es. | Osea: SEE ge AR a” el Aare lO OTe & Moro ys er keane oe Surprise Cafion. 
131 | 9im.} Owens Valley, Nev ..-...------ JRA oahibs Thay tom Slaton es plakersespeey ee a Queen station. 


Auriparus flaviceps. Yellow-headed Tit. 

The verdin is a characteristic bird of a large part of the Lower Sono- 
ran zone. The most western locality at which it was observed by the 
expedition was Resting Springs, near the Amargosa River, Calif., where 
a male was shot by Mr. Stephens February 13, 1891. Here the yellow- 
headed tit was common in February, and it was seen every day among 
the mesquit thickets, and its nests were frequently found. As is the 
case with several other members of the family, the old nests, after being 
relined with feathers and hair, are used for winter homes. East of this 
point it was found wherever suitable thickets exist, all the way to Utah. 
Many nests were found in bushes of Pluchea borealis at the Great Bend 
of the Colorado, Nev., by Dr. Merriam. These nests were usually about 
five feet above the ground, and, with the exception of one containing 
three eggs nearly ready to hatch, were still empty. Other nests were 
observed along the Virgin River andthe lower part of the Muddy May 
7-10, and at Beaverdam Creck, Ariz., May 9-10; and a single nest was 
discovered near the junction of the Santa Clara with the Virgin in 
southwestern Utah May 14. 


Regulus calendula. Ruby-crowned Kinglet. 

The ruby-crowned kinglet was a common migrant or winter resident 
in the valleys visited, and occurred sparin ely as a Summer resident in 
the higher mountains. In Nevada a few were seen at Ash Meadows in 
March; in Pahrump Valley Mr. Nelson found it common among the 
willows at the ranch in February; Mr. Stephens observed it in full 
song in Oasis Valley in March; not uncommon in the Grapevine Moun- 
tains in the samé month, and Dr. Merriam shot one at Mountain Spring, 
in the Charleston Mountains, April 30. 

At San Bernardino, Calif., it was numerous in the bushes along the 
streams December 28-29, 1890, and on the slopes in Cajon Pass Jan- 
uary 2. A few were seen at Furnace Creck, Death Valley, about the 
first of February and again April 9-12. In the Panamint Mountains 
this kinglet was common in Johnson and Surprise cafions, and toler- 
ably so in Emigrant Caton in April. It was common at Hot Springs, 
in Panamint Valley, April 20-25, and was observed in Shepherd 
Canon, in the Argus Range, later in the month. Mr. Nelson saw a 
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few at the heads of streams on the eastern Slope of the White Moun- 
tains, and reported it common at the head of Owens River and on 
the western slope of the Sierra Nevada. It was common at timber 
line at Round Valley, 12 miles south of Mount Whitney, August 28; 
in the San Joaquin Valley in October; and along the route from San 
Simeon to Carpenteria and Santa Paula in November and December, 


Regulus satrapa olivaceus. Western Golden-crowned Kinglet. 

The only record of this kinglet made by the expedition was of one 
seen by Mr. Nelson near San Luis Obispo about the first of N ovember,. 
Mr. Belding reports it as rare at Crocker’s, 21 miles northwest of the 
Yosemite Valley. 


Polioptila czerulea obscura. Western Gnatcatcher 

Blue-gray gnateatchers were common in a number of scattered loeal- 
ities. At San Bernardino, a small flock associated with other birds 
was seen December 28, and again on the following day. Several were 
seen at Daggett, January 8-10, and one was secured at Furnace Creek, 
Death Valley, January 24. The species was common in the Panamint 
Mountains, in both Johnson and Surprise cations, in April, and at Hot 
Springs in Panamint Valley, among the mesquite, April 20-25, Mr. 
Nelson found it breeding in both the Panamint and Grapevine moun- 
tains. At Willow Creek, in the former range, he found a nest con- 
taining five eggs, May 19, and another containirg three eggs, May 
24. Both nests were placed within 3 feet of the ground, and were 
neat, compactly built structures, with deep cup-shaped depressions, 
more or less contracted at the rims. A few individuals were seen 
in the Argus Range, at Maturango Spring, the first half of May, 
and in the Coso Mountains during the latter part of the same month. 
Mr. Nelson saw a single bird in a mesquite clump in Saline Valley, a 
few in the sage near Waucoba Peak, in the Inyo Range, the last of 
June, and in the White Mountains in July. He saw a few in the west- 
ern foothills of the Sierra Nevada in August, and on the east slope Mr. 
Stephens found it uncommon in the lower part of the cation of In- 
dependence Creek, in June. One was seen on the western slope of 
Walker Pass, July 3; it was common in the hills above Walker Basin, 
July 14; along the Kaweah, below the conifers, in August and Sep- 
tember; and Mr. Palmer saw one in Kings River Cafion, Angust 13. 
On Mount Magruder, Nevada, Dr. Merriam shot a pair June 7, and re- 
ported the species as tolerably common in the lower part of the pifons. 
He found it breeding commonly in the Santa Clara Valley, Utah, May 
11-15, and in the junipers on the Beaverdam Mountains, May 10-11. 
Mr. Nelson found it common in the thickets along the coast from 
Morro, Calif., to Carpenteria, November 4 to December 18, and rather 
common trom Carpenteria to Santa Paula, the last of the year. 
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Record of specimens collected of Polioptila cwrulea obscura. 


Col- 
lector’s| Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
9} & | San Bernardino, Calif........- Dec. 28,1890) A. K, Fisher.----.. 
TOU), gs | peee a (000) ae ergo Pate Sin Sg Bele ALOE aan as Se LOM lo pecan te ae 
1 Eis fap pot tea ae See ee ne es eae Dee. 29, 9004s eedow sf: Been 
50| of | Daggett, Calif..............-. Opts LO PLSOT || Pe Os aa. steele ee Mohave Dexert. 
TDA fs Death Valley, Calif....-..--.. Jan. 24, SOF i eeeytG) Oe eerie eee Furnace Creek. 
164} ¢ | Panamint Valley, Calif-....-. Apr. 16,1891]... ane Gee rere ee Hot Springs’ 
214! ~ | Argus Range, Calif..........- WMinive (821801 er <0 ee eee nee Maturango Spring. 
3 | Panamint Valley, Calif ...---: Apr. 22,1891 | EK. W. Nelson .-.--- Hot Springs. 
Q | Mission Santa Ynez, Calif....| Dec. 6, 1891 Oe eee | aes 
& | St.George Utah, ---- 22252 -2- May 16,1891 a Bailey 228-222. 


Polioptila plumbea. Plumbeous Gnatcatcher. 

This gnatcatcher was common at Resting Springs, near the Amar- 
gosa River, California, in February, where a number of specimens were 
secured. In Vegas Valley, Nevada, Mr. Nelson and Mr. Bailey saw 
several and secured one, March 13. At Bunkerville, Nev., Mr. Bailey 
secured an adult male, May 9. The species may have been seen in 
other places, but was not distinguished from the blue-gray gnateatcher 
In March, 1889, Mr. Bailey found it common at Fort Mohave, Ariz. 


Record of specimens collected of Polioptila plumbea. 


Col- ; 
qeeper's Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 

0. 

103 fe) Resting Springs, Calif.......... Feb. 8,1891 | A. K. Fisher .....- 
et bs aL PLO emcees eects bateet caer te tee Feb. 12,4891. | V. Bailey --....2< 
I ee. CLR AE Ee Ny Jae dts se NES Sn PO Orte eos aALO Ie eek 
Q | Vegas Valley, Nev. ....-...-... “Mar. TREN Leow ree sew els 
3& | Bunkerville, Nev ............-- Np yee GOls ie Ss Oise. .noeee eee 


Polioptila californica. Black-tailed Gnatcatcher. 

The only place where the Californian gnatcatcher was observed was 
Reche Cation, near San Bernardino, where Mr. Stephens found it 
common, September 22-24, 


Myadestes townsendii. Townsend’s Solitaire. 


Townse nd’s solitaire was found nowhere common by the expedition. 
In Cajon Pass, California, several were observed and. two secured, 
January 2. One was shot at Lone Pine, in Owens Valley, in Decem- 
ber, 1890, and others were seen at Hot Springs, Panamint Valley, in 
January. | 

In the Panamint Mountains, a few were seen in Johnson and Sur- 
prise canons, in April. Mr. Nelson found a few among the pinons 
about the head of Willow Creek, the Ist of May, and the writer saw a 
family in Death Valley Cafion, J une 22. In the Sierra Nevada, Mr. 
Nelson found it sparingly on the western slope opposite the head of 
Owens River; Mr. Stephens secured the youn g at Bishop Creek, the 1st 
of August; Mr. Bailey saw one among the sequoias and natees among 
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the Pinus monticola on the Kaweah River; a few were seen in the 
Giant forest, August 3; and several at Trout Meadows, September 7. 
Mr. Belding found a nest and four eggs, June 4, near Crocker’s, on the 
Big Oak Flat and Yosemite Valley Stage road. It was placed in a 
nearly perpendicular bank of a gold mine, within a short distance of 
the hoisting works, which were in constant use. 

In Nevada Townsend’s solitaire was not uncommon among the cedars 
on the Charleston Mountains in March, and a specimen was secured in 
Oasis Valley, March 15, the only one seen there. 


ecord of specimens collected of Myadestes townsendit. 


Col 
ees Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 

0. 
23 | 9 Cajon Pass, Calif............. Jan. 2,1891) A. K. Fisher. .... 
Zt here |e CLO ct eae ee Pre Uae ee Lees (Oh ese ees Ces Oke ee ee 

148 | ¢ Panamint Mountains, Calif ..| Mar. lly Olea eeeeen (1G) Bere ens Johnson Cafion. 
32) 2 Oasis Valley, Nev.........-.. Mar. 15, 1891] I, Stephens .2....|. 

149 | ¢ im. | Sierra Nevada, Calif ......... PS Sho Loe SMG ea eA ee Bishop Creck; al- 

titude, 9,000 feet. 


Turdus ustulatus. Russet-backed Thrush. 


A female russet-backed thrush was shot by the writer at Maturango 
Springs, California, in the Argus Range, May 15, 1891, the only one 
observed there, and Mr. Stephens saw one at Olancha, in Owens Val- 
ley, about the same time. 7 | ! 


Turdus ustulatus swainsonii. Olive-backed Thrush. 

Mr. Belding reported this thrush as common in the Yosemite Valley, 
California, in June, and Mr. Nelson secured a female on the northern 
end of the Panamint Mountains, May 18. 


Turdus aonalaschkee. Dwarf Hermit Thrush. 

. The dwarf thrush was seen only durin ¢ migration. Several were 
seen in Johnson Cafion, in the Panamint Range, California, where a 
Specimen was secured March 28. In the Argus Ran ge, it was not un- 
common in Shepherd Cation the last week in April, and at Maturango - 
Spring one was secured May 8. Mr. Dutcher shot another at Big Cot- 
tonwood Meadows September 11, which was probably a migrant, as the 
Summer resident was audubont, or at least what the committee on no- 
menclature of the American Ornithologists’ Union consider Audubon’s 
thrush. . 

Mr. Bailey found the dwarf thrush common at Monterey the first of 
October, and Mr. Nelson observed it commonly in the vicinity of San 
Luis Obispo the last of the month, and along the route from San Simeon 
to Carpenteria and Santa Paula in November and December. 

12731—No. 7 10 
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Record of specimens collected of Turdus aonalaschke, 


| 
eves Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 

0. 
rot Panamint Mountains, Calif.| Mar. 28,1891 | E. W. Nelson..... Johnson Canon. 

36 Sierra Nevada, Calif........ Sept. 11,1891 | B. H. Dutcher....! Big Cottonwood 

i Meadows. 

@ ? | Monterey, Calif -...---.-.-- Oct: (Gasol) Vs Bailey oes 
ret Weary (CHUTE oo seo coe a. Nov. 10,1891 | EH. W. Nelson-..... 
OF tae GIO. smme nce ceocge aaa a5 see Gl) Quaceetc SEO ea olga He 


Turdus aonalaschkee auduboni. Audubon’s Hermit Thrush. 

A race of the dwarf thrush, named Turdus sequoiensis by Mr. Belding, 
but which the committee on nomenclature of the American Ornitholo- 
gists’ Union decided to be not different from auduboni of the Rocky 
Mountain region, is a summer resident in the Sierra Nevada, and prob- 
ably in some of the desert ranges, though this is not certain, as speci- 
mens were not taken in the latter in summer. This applies to the rec- 
ords of individuals seen at Willow Creek in the Panamint Mountains, 
during the latter part of May, and on the east side of Waucoba Peak, 
in the Inyo Mountains, in June. In the Sierra Nevada Mr. Dutcher 
found the species common during the summer at Big Cottonwood 
Meadows, and Mr. Nelson reported it as abundant at the head of Owens 
River and on the San Joaquin River. Mr. Stephens heard a thrush 
above the Queen mine in the White Mountains, Nevada, July 11-16; 
saw the species at Bishop Creek August 4-10, and about the lakes on 
Independence Creck June 18-23. Mr. Belding found it in the Yosemite 
Valley in June. 


Record of specimens collected of Turdus aonalaschke auduboni. 


lector’s| Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
No. 
9 Sierra Nevada, Calif.......... June 23,1891 | B. H. Dutcher.-.-.| Big Cottonwood 
Meadows. 
TGSie ce eee BRO M apse hed i cap Aneto aes Silnye SDE te ale Ge ete at so -is 
Q White Mountains, Calif .----- July 10,1891} EH. W. Nelson..-.-- 
os | Sierra Nevada, Calif...-.-.---. Seu layez yell ae ees Ons eeeneiee ele tree 


Merula migratoria propinqua. Western Robin. 

The robin is a rather rare bird in the desert regions, even during 
migration and in winter. Isa Nevada several were seen at Ash Mead- 
ows in March. Mr. Palmer found it rather common from the valley up 
to the pinons on the west side of the Charleston Mountains in February, 
and Mr. Nelson saw it about the ranches in Pahrump and Vegas val- 
leys, andin Vegas Wash, in March. Dr. Merriam saw it on Mount Ma- 
gruder June 8, and in Utah, at Mountain Meadows, May 17. In Cali- 
fornia a few were seen at Furnace Creek, Death Valley, the latter part 
of January, and again on April 10. Several were observed at Resting 
Springs, in the Amargosa Desert, the first half of February. A few 
robins were seen about a spring in Johnson Cafion, in the Panamint 
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Range, in April. Dr. Merriam saw Several in the junipers in the same 
mountains April 16-19, and Mr. Nelson a few at the head of Wil- 
low Creek early in May, after which time none were seen. Several 
were seeen in the Argus Range, above Maturango Spring, the first 
half of May. Mr. Nelson found it in the Inyo Mountains among Pinus 
flexilis and P. aristata, and in the White Mountains from the pifions 
up to 10,000 feet. In the Sierra Nevada robins were common in many 
places. Mr, Nelson found them common at the head of Owens River, 
on the east slope, and in the Yosemite Valley, on the west slope of 
the Sierra, in July and August, Mr, Stephens found them common 
at Independence Creek, where a nest and four young was found at the 
edge of the creek June 18-23; at Bishop Creek, where they were feed- 
ing on a red berry locally known as buffalo berry, August 4-10, and 
at Menache Meadow, nearly to timber line, May 24-26. They were 
common also at Big Cottonwood and Whitney meadows; among the 
pines above Walker Basin July 14, in the Sequoia National Park, 
among the pines and firs, and in the meadows, the first week in Au- 
gust; at Horse Corral Meadows, August 9-13; in Kings River Cafion, 
August 13-16, and near Mineral King September 9-12. In the west- 
ern foothills of the Sierra they were seen as early as July 30 at Three 
Rivers, and Mr, Nelson found a few in the San J oaquin Valley October 
5-27; reported them as common about San Luis Obispo October 28 to 
November 4, and found them generally distributed along the route from 
San Simeon to Carpenteria and Santa Paula in November and Decem- 
ber. 


Record of specimens collected of Merula migratoria propinqua, 


Col- 
ae Sex. Locality. Date. Collector, Remarks. 
Yo. 
8 | ov Death Valley, Calif......... Jan. 29,1891 | A. K. Fisher ...... Furnace Creek. 
108 | Resting Springs, Calif ...... BG STEP 8 9118 |e Be TG ear wee ere om 
rot Panamint Mountains, Calif .| Mar. 28,189: | KE. W. Nelson ..... Johnson Cajfion, 
107 | Q juv. | Owens Valley, Calif......... June 19,1891] F, Stephens....... Independence Creek 


ge at ee Oe eee ee 


Hesperocichla nevia. Varied Thrush. 

Mr. Bailey saw several varied thrushes and secured a Specimen at 
Monterey, Calif., the first week in October; he also found it common at 
Boulder Creek, Santa Cruz County, and at Auburn, Placer County, 
during the latter part of the month. Mr. Nelson observed a few in the 
lowlands about San Simeon, and found it common from Santa Maria 
south to Carpenteria and Santa Paula, where it was particularly nu- 
merous among the trees along the streams and in the cafon. 


fecord of specimens collected of Hesperocichla nevia. 


Col- 
lector’s| Sex. Locality. Dute. Collector. Remarks. 
0. 


2 Monterey, Calif_............2. Oct. 5,1891 | V. Bailey ..... Bleak 
fof Boulder Creek, Calif.......... OS EARLE a AGG: ee eS 
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Sialia mexicana. Western Bluebird. 

The western bluebird was common in a mbes of places. At San 
Bernardino a flock of twenty or more was seen December 29, 1890; in 
Cajon Pass, March 30; in the cottonwoods bordering the Mohave 
River at Victor, the same day, and at Granite Wells January 13. 
Mr. Nelson found the species common near Hot Springs, in Panamint 
Valley, California, in January, and a few at Pahrump and Vegas ranches 
in Nevada, in February and March. Dr. Merriam saw several small 
flocks on the north side of Telescope Peak, in the Panamint Mountains, 
April 17-19, and Mr, Nelson found it on the western slope of the Sierra 
Nevada in August. It was very common along the South Fork of 
the Kern River, July 3-10; in Walker Basin, from the valley to the 
summit of the ridge, July 13-16, and in the Canada de las Uvas, June 
28-29. In the High Sierra it was not uncommon at Sequoia National 
Park during the first week of August; was common in Horse Corral 
Meadows and Kings River Canon August 9-16, and was observed at 
Big Cottonwood Meadows and at the head of He Kaweah River later 
in the season. In the western foothills of the Sierra, at Three River S, 
it was common July 25-30 and September 12-16; and ie Monterey, Sep- 
tember 28-October 9. Mr, Nelson saw a few in various parts of the 
San Joaquin Valley in October, and found it common along the route 
from San Simeon to Carpenteria and Santa Paula in November and 
December. 


Tecord of specimens collected of Sialia mexicana. 


Col : 
lector’s} Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 

No. 

13 fe) San Bernardino, Calif......... Dec. 29,1890! A. K. Fisher ...... 

14 Ce wil. COs ee oak ae ae eS ed PANIC O Meas FLOM ee toe seed 

15 ad Esl eo) SECO Mee separ lee a te eClOze oe ce dM 2 eee. Po 2s 

rot Charleston Mountains, Nev - _| Feb. 13, 1891 “E. W. Nelson ..... 
B70) | Ooi | Kern River, Calife 02.222 a2. July 4,1891) A. K. Wisher ...... South Fork. 
39 (at Sierra Nevada, Calif.......... Sept. 14, 1891 | B. H. Dutcher ..... Mount W hitney. 


Sialia arctica. Mountain Bluebird. 

The mountain bluebird is more or less common in the desert valleys 
during the winter, and breeds in the higher ranges among the pines. 

At Granite Wells, in the Mohave Desert, a number were seen Jan- 
uary 13-14. Unlike the western bluebird, this Species was wary and 
difficult of approach, It is not evident aah causes this shyness, un- 
less, perhaps, contact with the Indian, that ruthless and inveterate 
enemy to animal life, who attacks every bird throughout the year, no 
matter how small or in what condition, killing the mother of a de- 
pendent brood with as much eagerness as a fattened buck in season. 

In Death Valley a flock was seen at Mesquite Well, January 21. It 
was common at Bennett Wells and Saratoga Springs, and at Furnace 
Creek, associated with titlarks and savanna sparrows in the alfalfa 
fields, the last of Jaiiuary. Several were seen at Resting Springs, in 
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the Amargosa Desert, in February. Dr. Merriam saw a pair at Moun- 
tain Meadows, Utah, May 17. In Nevada he found several in the 
juniper forest on the Juniper Mountains, May 18; on the Pahroc 
Mountains, May 21-22, and on Mount Magruder, June 4-8. In the 
latter locality this bluebird was breeding among the nut pines, where 
it was tolerably common. Several were seen at Ash Meadows, and 
among the cedars on the Charleston Mountains, in March, and in Pah- 
rump Valley, near the ranch, in February. Mr. Stephens found it not 
common in the Grapevine Mountains in March, and Mr. Nelson saw a 
few pairs about the summit of the peak and among the pions, where 
they were apparently breeding, June 10-11. In the Panamint:Moun- 
tains, California, Dr. Merriam saw several pairs at the north base of 
Telescope Peak, April 17-19, and. Mr. Bailey and the writer found 
a number among the pines (Pinus aristata and P. Alexilis), near the sum- 
mit of the same peak, June 23. It was not uncommon in the Argus 
Range above Maturango Spring during the first half of May, and a pair 
was seen on the summit of the Coso Mountains, May 23. Mr. Nelson 
found it not uncommon in the Inyo Range above the pitions in J une; 
afew among the upper pifons in the White Mountains in July, and 
at the latter place Dr. Merriam saw a number of males June 9—the 
females evidently were sittine. In Owens Valley, according to Mr. 
Nelson, it was common in winter, and Mr. Stephens found it more or 
less common above this valley along the eastern slope of the Sierra 
Nevada up to timber line at Menache Meadows, May 24-26; at the lakes 
on Independence Creek, June 23; among the pinons at Benton, July 
3-10, and at the lake on Bishop Creek, August 4-10. Mr. Nelson re- 
ported it generally distributed up to timber line at the head of Owens 
River the last of July, but nowhere common , and Mr. Stephens found 
it common at the Queen mine in the White Mountains, Nevada, July 
11-16. Mr. Bailey saw a few on the western slope of Walker Pass, 
July 3, found it common at timber line near the head of the Kaweah 
River, in August, and at Whitney Meadows in September. Mr. 
Dutcher found it a common summer resident at Big Cottonwood Mead- 
ows and vicinity, and Mr. Nelson saw a few on the high ridge near San 
Luis Obispo, and in the mountains along the coast from San Simeon to ” 
Carpenteria in November and December. 


Ltecord of specimens collected of Sialia arctica. 


Se 


Col- 
lector’s | Sex. Locality. Date. Collector. Remarks. 
fo. 
59 | o | Granite Wells, Calif.......... Jan. 14,1891 | A. K. Fisher ..... 
& | Death Valley, Calif........... Jan. 20,1891) 1. W. Nelson..... Bennett Wells. 
Sal) oe ee OPE Woe oe Sere ee Dine Jan. 30,1891] A. K..Pisher...... Furnace Creek. 
88 Se SS aoe (Opes chy t Oeste steer, osetia ee ane oe LOR Cs OS Sgt Te Do. 
14) o& | Garlick Spring, Calif .......-. Feb. 10,1891] I. Stephens ......- 
15 ial har So COs 4s eee s oct 1s Se Sen | Cs ere, aed tee UL OnNa tote = hee eS. 
125 2 Ash Meadows, Nev,..-....-.-. Mar. 13,1891] A. USS METIS pe 
3 Q Grapevine Mountains, Nev.-..| Mar. 21,1891 | F. Stephens......- a 
235 | og | Argus Range, Calif........... May 13,1891 | A. IX, Fisher ..... | Maturango Spring. 


a 
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LIST OF BIRDS OBSERVED IN DEATH VALLEY, CALIFORNIA, 


Colymbus nigricollis californicus. Eared Grebe. 

A specimen was secured at Furnace Creek April 10. 
Anas boschas. Mallard. 

One was secured at Furnace Creek in January. 


. Anas americana. Baldpate. 


The species was secured at Saratoga Springs and Furnace Creek in January. 


. Anas carolinensis. Green-winged Teal. 


Common at Furnace Creek and Saratoga Springs in January. 
Anas cyanoptera. Cinnamon Teal. 
At Furnace Creek flocks were seen in March, and one female secured June 19. 


. Spatula clypeata. Shoveller. 


A small flock seen at Furnace Creek in January. 


. Dafila acuta. Pintail. 


Seen and secured at Saratoga Springs in February. 
Erismatura rubida. Ruddy Duck. - 

A small flock was seen at Furnace Creek March 22, 
Anser albifrons gambeli. White-fronted Goose. 

One was seen with the following subspecies. 


. Branta canadensis (subspecies ?) 


Four were seen at Furnace Creek in the latter part of March. 


. Plegadis guarauna. White-faced Glossy Ibis. 


The remains of one were seen at the ranch at Furnace Creek. 


. Nycticorax nycticorax nevius. Night Heron. 


An immature specimen was secured at.Furnace Creek June 19. 


. Rallus virginianus. Virginia Rail. 


Common at Saratoga Springs in February. 


. Fulica americana. Coot. 


Common at Saratoga Springs in February and April. 


. Phalaropus tricolor. Wilson’s Phalarope. 


One specimen was secured at Furnace Creek June 19, 
Gallinago delicata. Wilson’s Snipe. 
One seen at Furnace Creek April 11. 
Aigialitis vocifera. Killdeer. 
Not uncommon; found at Furnace Creek in January, April, and June; breeds. 


. Callipepla gambeli. Gambel’s Quail. 


Common at Furnace Creek ranch. Introduced. 


. Zenaidura macroura. Mourning Dove. 


Not uncommon; breeds. 


. Cathartes aura. Turkey Buzzard. 
y 


Not uncommon; seen in March, April, and June. 


. Circus hudsonius. Marsh Hawk. 


One was secured at Furnace Creek in January. 
¥ 


. Accipiter velox. Sharp-shinned Hawk. 


Seen at Furnace Creek and Bennett Wells in January and April. 


. Accipiter cooperi. Cooper’s Hawk. 


Seen at Furnace Creek in January. 


. Buteo borealis calurus. Western Red.-tail. 


Seen at Furnace Creek and Bennett Wells in January, and at the latter place in 
June. 


. Falco mexicanus. Prairie Falcon. 


Seen at Furnace Creek in January and June. 
Falco columbarius. Pigeon Hawk. 
Remains of one found at Furnace Creek. 
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27. Falco sparverius deserticolus. Desert Sparrow Hawk. 


28. 


29 


Seen at Mesquite Wells, Bennett W ells, and Furnace Creek in January, March, 
and April. 


Pandion haliaétus carolinensis. Osprey. 
One was seen at Furnace Creek April 10, 
Speotyto cunicularia hypogea. Burrowing Owl. 
A pair was seen at Bennett Wells June 21. 
Geococcyx californianus. Road-runner. 
Common resident. 
Coccyzus americanus occidentalis. California Cuckoo. 
One secured at Furnace Creek June 20, 
Ceryle aleyon. Kingfisher. 
One seen at Furnace Creek April 15. 


33. Colaptes cafer. Red-shafted Flicker. 


34. 
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One was seen at Furnace Creek, April 10, 
Phalenoptilus nuttalli. Poor-will. 
Secured at Bennett Wells January 28, at Saratoga Springs February 4, and 
seen at Furnace Creek April 10. 
Chordeiles virginianus henryi. Western Nighthawk. 
A specimen was secured at Furnance Creek June 19, 
Chordeiles texensis Texas Nighthawk. 
Seen at Saratoga Springs April 26. 
Aéronautes melanoleucus. White-throated Swift. 
Common at Furnace Creek in April and June. 
Calypte coste. Costa’s Hummingbird. 
Seen at Furnace Creek April 12 and again June 19, 
Myiarchus cinerascens. Ash-throated Flycatcher. 
A pair was seen in Furnace Creek Cajon June 21, 
Sayornis saya. Say’s Phebe. 
Not uncommon resident. 
Sayornis nigricans. Black Phebe. 
It was seen at Furnace Creek April 12. 
Empidonax wrightii. Wright’s Flycatcher. 
A specimen was taken at Furnace Creek February 1. - 
Corvus corax sinuatus. Raven. 
Resident. 
Molothrus ater. Cowbird. 
One was secured at Furnace Creek June 20. 
Xanthocephalus canthocephalus. Yellow-headed Blackbird. 
One was secured at Bennett Wells April 1. 
Agelaius pheniceus. Red-winged Blackbird. 
A flock was seen at Furnace Creek the latter part of J anuary,. 
Sturnella magna neglecta. Western Meadowlark. 
A not uncommon resident. 
Icterus bullocki. Bullock’s Oriole. 
One was observed at Furnace Creek about the middle of April. 
Scolecophagus cyanocephalus. Brewer's Blackbird. 
A few were seen at Furnace Creek in January. 
Carpodacus mexicanus frontalis. House Finch. 
Not uncommon resident. 
Ammodramus sandwichensis alaudinus. Western Savanna Sparrow. 
Not uncommon at Furnace Creek in January and April. 
Zonoirichia leucophrys intermedia. Intermediate Sparrow. 
Common at Furnace Creek in January and April, 
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53. Spizella brewert. Brewer's Sparrow. 
One was seen in Mesquite Valley April 13. 
54. Amphispiza bilineata. Black-throated Sparrow. 
Seen on June 22 in the Panamint Mountains just above the valley. 
55. Amphispiza belli nevadensis. Sage Sparrow. 
Common winter resident. 
56. Melospiza fasciata montana. Mountain Song Sparrow. 
Common winter resident at Furnace Creek and Saratoga Springs, 
57. Guiraca cerulea eurhyncha. Western Blue Grosbeak. 
One was secured at Furnace Creek, June 19. 
58. Passerina amend. Lazuli Bunting. 
A female was secured at Furnace Creek, June 19. 
59. Tachycineta bicolor. Tree Swallow. 
Common at Furnace Creek in March and April. 
60. Tachycineta thalassina. Violet Green Swallow. 
Observed at Furnace Creek and Saratoga Springs in April. 
61. Stelgidopteryx serripennis. Jrough-winged Swallow. 
A not uncommon summer resident. 
62. Lanius ludovicianus excubitorides. White-ruinped Shrike. 
Seen at Furnace Creek and Saratoga Springs in January. 
63. Vireo belli pusillus. Least Vireo. - 
A not uncommon summer resident. 
64. Dendroica audubonit. Audubon’s Warbler. 
Seen at Furnace Creek in January and April. 
65. Geothlypis trichas occidentalis. Western Yellow-throat. 
A not uncommon summer resident. 
66. Icteria virens longicauda. Long-tailed Chat, 
A not uncommon summer resident. 
67. Anthus pensilvanicus. ‘Titlark. 
Winter resident. 
68. Oroscoptes montanus. Sage Thrasher. 
One seen at Mesquite Well in January. 
69. Mimus polyglottos. Mockingbird. 
Observed in January and April. 
70. Harporhynchus lecontei. Le Conte’s Thrasher. 
An uncommon resident; seen at Saratoga Springs, Bennett Wells, Furnace 
Creek, and in the northwest arm or Mesquite Valley. 
71. Salpinctes obsoletus. Rock Wren. 
One was seen at Mesquite Wells in January; breeds in the mountains just 
above the valley. 
72. Catherpes mexicanus conspersus. Cation Wren. 
One was seen at Saratoga Springs in February. 
73. Thryothorus bewickii bairdi. Baird’s Wren. 
Seen at Furnace Creek, Bennett Wells, and Saratoga Springs in J anuary. 
74. Cistothorus palustris paludicola. ‘Tule Wren. 
Seen at Furnace Creek, Bennett Wells, and Saratoga Springs in January. 
75. Regulus calendula, Ruby-crowned Kineglet. 
Seen at Furnace Creek in February and April. 
76. Polioptila cerulea obscura. Western Gnatcatcher. 
One secured at Furnace Creek, January 24. 
77. Merula migratoria propinqua. Western Robin. 
A few were seen at Furnace Creek in J anuary. 
78. Sialia arctica. Mountain Bluebird. 
A common winter resident. 
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LIST OF BIRDS FOUND IN OWENS VALLEY, CALIFORNIA. 


1. Colymbus nigricollis californicus. Eared Grebe. 
Abundant on Owens Lake; breeds at the smaller lakes. 
2. Larus californicus. California Gull. 
Seen in December, 1890. 
3. Larus delawarensis. Ring-billed Calle 
Seen at Lone Pine and Owens Lake in December, 1890. 
4. Larus philadelphia. Bonaparte’s Gull. 
One seen at Lone Pine, about the same time as the other gulls. 
. Pelecanus erythrorhynchos. White Pelican. 
A flock was seen at Haway Meadows in May and an icJividual at Lone Pine in 
August. 
6. Merganser serrator. Red-breasted Merganser. 
Seen at Lone Pine and Owens Lake in winter. 
7. Anas boschas. Mallard. 
Not uncommon; probably breeds. 
8. Anas discors. Blue-winged Teal. 
Seen at Little Owens Lake in May. 
9, dnas cyanoptera. Cinnamon Teal. 
Seen at Little Owens Lake; breeds. 
10. Spatula clypeata. Shoveller. 
Common during migrations. 
11. Aythya americana. Redhead. 
One was seen at Little Owens Lake in May. 
12. Glaucionetta clangula americana. Golden-eye. 
Seen at Lone Pine, in December, 1890. 
13. Charitonetta albeola. Buftle-head. 
Seen at Lone Pine in December, 1890. 
14. Branta canadensis (subspecies?). 
A flock heard at Lone Pine in December, 1890. 
15. Dendrocygna fulva. Fulvous Tree Duck. 
Breeds at Little Owens Lake. 
16. Plegadis guarauna. White-faced Glossy Ibis. 
Seen at Little Owens Lake in May. 
17. Botaurus lentiginosus. Bittern. 
Seen at Lone Pine in winter, and at Alvord and Bishop in summer. 
18. Ardea herodias. Great Blue Heron. 
Seen at Lone Pine, and at Little Owens Lake in June. 
19. Ardea virescens. Green Heron. 
Seen at Little Owens Lake in May. 
20. Nycticorax nycticorax nevius. Night Heron, 
Not uncommon in the valley. 
21. Rallus virginianus. Virginia Rail. 
Breeds at Lone Pine. 
22. Porzana carolina. Sora. 
Seen at Little Owens Lake early in May. 
23. Fulica americana. Coot. 
Common; breeds. 
24. Phalaropus tricolor. Wilson’s Phalarope. 
Two specimens were secured at Alvord, June 7, 
25. Recurvirostra americana. Avocet. 
Seen at Little Owens Lake in May, 1891, at Owens Lake in June, at the 
north end of the valley in July, and Lone Pine in December, 1890. 
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26. Gallinago delicata. Wilson’s Snipe. 
Seen at Lone Pine in winter. 
27. Tringa minutilla. Least Sandpiper. 
Common at Owens Lake in December, 1890, 
28. Hreunetes occidentalis. Western Sandpiper. 
Secured at Owens Lake in June, 
29. Totanus melanoleucus. Greater Yellow-legs. 
Seen at Lone Pine in December. 
30. Numenius longirostris. Long-billed Curlew. 
Seen at Owens Lake in December and June. 
31. Agialitis vocifera. Killdeer. 
Common; breeds. 
32. Agialitis nivosa. Snowy Plover. 
Not uncommon at Owens Lake, where it is a resident. 
33. Oreortyx pictus plumiferus. Plumed Quail. 
Common along the eastern slope of the Sierra Nevada. 
34, Callipepla californica vallicola. Valley Quail. 
Common resident. 
85. Zenaidura macroura. Mourning Dove, 
Abundant breeder. 
36. Cathartes awra. Turkey Buzzard. 
Seen all through the valley. 
37. Circus hudsonivs. Marsh Hawk. 
Not uncommon; breeds. 
38. Accipiter velox. Sharp-shinned Hawk. 
Seen at Olancha and Bishop Creek in the latter part of May and first part of 
August. 
39. Accipiter cooperi. Cooper’s Hawk. 
Seen at Bishop Creek in August. 
40. Accipiter atricapillus striatulus. Goshawk. 
A hawk thought to be this species was seen at Lone Pine in December, 1890. 
41, Buteo borealis calurus. Western Red-tail. 
Resident; more or less common. 
42, Aquila chrysaétos. Golden Bagle. 
A pair was seen in June. 
48, Falco mexicanus. Prairie Falcon. 
Not uncommon; undoubtedly breeds in the neighboring mountains, 
44, Falco columbarius. Pigeon Hawk. 
Seen at Little Owens Lake. 
45. Falco sparverius deserticolus. Desert Sparrow Hawk. 
A more or less common resident throughout the valley. 
46. Strix pratincola. Barn Owl. 
The remains of one were found at Alvord. 
47. Speotyto cunicularia hypogea. Burrowing Owl. 
A not uncommon resident. 
48. Geococcyx californianus. Road-runner. 
A common resident. 
AQ, Coccyzus americanus occidentalis, California Cuckoo. 
One seen at Bishop, August 11. | 
50. Cerylealcyon. Kingfisher. 
Not uncommon; breeds. 
51. Dryobates villosus hyloscopus, Cabanis’s Woodpecker. 
Seen at Bishop Creek in August. 
d2, Melanerpes torquatus. Lewis's Woodpecker. 
One seen at the head of the valley in July. 
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. Colaptes cafer. Red-shafted Flicker, 


A not uncommon resident. 


. Phalenoptilus nuttalli. Poor-will. 


Not uncommon; breeding throughout the valley. 


. Chordeiles texensis. ‘Texas Nighthawk. - 


A common summer resident. 


. Cypseloides niger. Black Swift. 


Common; breeds in the mountains on each side of the valley. 
Chetura vauxii. Vaux’s Swift. 
Seen at Olancha about the middle of May. 


. Aéronautes melanoleucus. White-throated Swift, 


A common summer resident. 


. Trochilus alexandri. Black-chinned Hummin g Bird. 


A common summer resident. 


. Calypte cosie. Costa’s Humming Bird. 


A common summer resident. 


. Tyrannus verticalis. Arkansas Kingbird. 


A common summer resident. 
Tyrannus tyrannus. Kingbird. 
One was seen at Olancha, June 29. 


. Myiarchus cinerascens. Ash-throated I'lycatcher. 


A not uncommon summer resident. 


. Sayornis saya. Say’s Phebe. 


A not uncommon breeding species. 


. Sayornis nigricans. Black Phebe. 


Seen and apparently breeding at Little Owens Lake and Bishop Creck. 


. Contopus richardsoni. Western Wood Pewee. 


A common summer resident. 


. Empidonax pusillus. Little Flycatcher. 


Seen at Olancha in May, and at Lone Pine June 11. 


. Empidonax wrightii. Wright’s Flycatcher. 


Found at Olancha in May, and at Bishop Creek in August, 


. Otocoris alpestris arenicola. Desert Horned Lark. 


A common summer resident. 


. Otocoris alpestris chrysolema. Mexican Horned Lark. 


Found at Owens Lake in December, 1890, 


. Cyanocitta stelleri frontalis. Blue-fronted J ay. 


Seen at Bishop Creek in August. 


. Aphelocoma californica. California Jay. 


Found on the east slope of the Sierra Nevada. 


. Corvus corax sinuatus. Raven. 


Resident. 


. Picicorvus columbianus. Clarke’s Nutcracker. 


Observed at the head of the valley and Bishop Creek. 


75 Cyanocephalus cyanocephalus. Pition Jay. 
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Seen at Benton and Bishop Creck. 
Xanthocephaius xanthocephalus. Yellow-headed Blackbird. 
A not uncommon resident. 


. <lgelaius pheniceus. Red-winged Blackbird. 


A common resident. 
Agelaius gubernator. Bicolored Blackbird. 
A specimen was secured at Olancha, June 11. 
Sturnella magna neglecta. Western Meadowlark. 
A common resident. 
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Icterus bullocki. Bullock’s Oriole. 
A common summer resident. 
Scolecophagus cyanocephalus. Brewer’s Blackbird. 
A common summer resident, It may be a resident, 
Carpodacus mexicanus frontalis. House Finch. 
A common resident. 
Spinus psaltria. Arkansas Goldfinch. 
A common summer resident. 
Poocetes gramineus confinis. Western Vesper Sparrow. 
Not uncommon at the head of the valley. 
Ammodramus sandwichensis alaudinus. Western Savanna Sparrow. 
A not uncommon resident. 
Chondestes graimmacus strigatus. Western Lark Sparrow. 
A common stunmer resident. 
Zonotrichia leucophrys. White-crowned Sparrow. 
Observed along the east slope of the Sierra Nevada, where it breeds Engi up. 
Spizella brewert. Brewer’s Sparrow. 
A common summer resident. 
Spizella atrigularis. Black-chinned Sparrow. 
Secured at Independence Creek on the east slope of the Sierra Nevada. 
Junco hyemalis thurberi. Thurber’s Junco. 
Winter visitant in the valley; breeds on the east slope of the Sierra Nevada. 
Amphispiza bilineata. Black-throated Sparrow. 
A common summer resident. 
Amphispiza belli nevadensis. Sage Sparrow. 
A not uncommon resident. 
Melospiza fasciata heermanne. Heermann’s Song Sparrow. 
Tolerably common resident. 
Melospiza lincolnt. Lincoln’s Sparrow. 
Found breeding at Independence Creek, on the east slope of the Sierra Nevada. 
Passerella iliaca megarhyncha. Thick-billed Sparrow. 
Found in the same place as the preceding species. 
Pipilo maculatus megalonyx. Spurred Towhee. 
A not uncommon resident. 
Pipilo chlorurus. Green-tailed Towhee. 
A common summer resident in the upper end of the valley. 
Habia melanocephala. Black-headed Grosbeak. 
Seen at Olancha and Ash Creek in May, and Independence Creek in June. 
Guiraca cerulea eurhyncha. Western Blue Grosbeak. — 
A common summer resident. 
Passerina amena. Lazuli Bunting. 
A common summer resident. 
Piranga ludoviciana. Western Tanager. 
A not uncommon summer resident. 
Petrochelidon lunifrons. Cliff Swallow. 2 
A common summer resident. 
Chelidon erythrogaster. Barn Swallow. 
A common summer resident. 
Tachycineta thalassina. Violet Green Swallow. 
A common summer resident. | 
Clivicola riparia. Bank Swallow. 
Common at Alvord the last of June, where it was Breedine. 
Stelgidopteryx serripennis. Rough-winged Swallow. 
A not uncommon summer resident. 
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Ampelis cedrorum. Cedar Bird. 
A pair was seen at Lone Pine June 14. 
Phainopepla nitens. Phainopepla. 
One was seen at Morans in July. 
Lanius ludovicianus excubitorides. White-rumped Shrike. 
A common resident. 
Vireo gilvus swainsont. Western Warbling Vireo. 
A not uncommon summer resident. 
Vireo belli pusillus. Least Vireo. 
A not uncommon summer resident. 


. Helminthophila celata lutescens. Lutescent Warbler. 


A tew migrants were seen at Little Owens Lake in May, 


. Dendroiea estiva. Yellow Warbler. 


A common summer resident. 


. Dendroica auduboni. Audubon’s Warbler. 
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Occurs in winter, and probably breeds on Independence and Lishop creeks. 


. Dendroica townsendi. Townsend’s Warbler. 


Migrants were seen at Little Owens Lake. 


. Geothlypis macgillivrayt. Macgillivray’s Warbler. 


Found with young at Bishop Creek in August. 


. Geothlypis trichas occidentalis. Western Yellow-throat. 


A common summer resident. 


. Icteria virens longicauda. Long-tailed Chat. 


A common summer resident. 


. Sylvania pusilla pileolata. Pileolated Warbler. 


A not uncommon migrant. 


. Anthus pensilvanicus, Titlark. 


A common winter resident. 


. Cinclus mexicanus. Water Ousel. 


Follows down the streams into the valley in winter. 


. Oroscoptes montanus. Sage Thrasher. 


Breeds commonly in the upper part of the valley. 


. Mimus polyglottos. Mockingbird. 


A not uncommon resident. 


. Harporhynchus lecontei. LeConte’s Thrasher. 


A common resident. 


. Heleodytes brunneicapillus. Cactus Wren. 


Breeds in the southern end of the valley. 


. Salpinctes obsoletus. Rock Wren. 


A common resident. 


. Thryothorus bewickii bairdi. Baird’s Wren. 


Common at Lone Pine in December, 1890. 


. Troglodytes aédon aztecus. Western House Wren. 


Seen in migrations and probably breeds ou the eastern slope of the Sicrra Nevada. 


. Cistothorus palustris paludicola. ‘Tule Wren. 


A not uncommon resident. 


. Parus gambeli. Mountain Chickadee. 


Rather common along the eastern slope of the Sierra Nevada. 


. Psaltriparus minimus californicus. California Bush-Tit. 


Seen on Independence and Bishop crecks. 


. Polioptila cerula obscura. Western Guateatcher. 


Seen at Independence Creek in June. 
Myadestes townsendii. Townsend’s Solitaire. 
Seen at Lone Pine in December, 1890. 
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134. Turdus ustulatus. Russet-backed Thrush, 
One seen at Olancha about the middle of May. 
135. Turdus aonalaschka auduboni, Audubon’s Hermit Thrush, 
Breeds on Independence and Bishop creeks. 
136. Merula migratoria propinqua. Western Robin. 
Common summer resident along the eastern slope of the Sierra Nevada, 
137. Sialia arctica. Mountain Bluebird. 
Common along the eastern slope of the Sierra Nevada, 


ENO. 7s. 


of parts of 
CALIFORNIA, NEVADA, ARIZONA. AND UTS 


traversed in 1891 by 


THE DEATH VALLEY EXPEDITION 


(A Biological Survey conducted by the 
US. Dept. of Agriculture ) 


Dr C. Hart Merriam in charge 


X | 36 


Statute miles 
a, 5 lo ph] 20 26 30 rity . 42 ay 30 
| Kilometres 
f ees » 20 30 40 50 20 70 eo 
X 
| re ee ee 
| Compiled 


under the direction of 


1 
i A. H. Thompson Geographer 
| 


US.Geological Survey 
by 
CH. Fitch Topographer 
1892. 


meme Routes of Dr. C. Hart Merrianve 


x ie Distinetive routes of other members of the expedttor 
Cees ee 3 | Be 


121 


THE NORRIS PETERS CO., PHOTO-LITHO., WASHINGTON, D, C. 


so 
yD 
3! 


1g 


4 
y} 


af parts of 
C ORNIA, NEVADA, ARIZONA. AND UT. 


traversed in 189] by 


THE DEATH VALLEY EXPEDITION 


(A Biological Survey conducted bythe 
US Dept, of Agriculture) 


Dr. C. Hart. Merriam in charge 


Statule miles 


o S & a a0 25 ao a5 ao a Est | 
Kilometres 
} o » 20. so ao 30 40 20 Bo 
4 vie Mame Too eR oe 
| —— 
! Compiled 


| under the direction of 
A. HL. "Thonpson Geographer 
I US.Géological Survey 
by 
CHFitch Topographer 
1892. 


x 4: 


| ee Distinetive routes of other members of the expedition 


Av i 
oy. 
eis 


AGIA ya 


Bulpihio Spgs 
ESCALANTE DESERT 


SWORTHINGTON PK. 
ee 400 


KAWICH 
VALLEY 


Spr, 
| MAGRUDER 


eller 


C 


3 


Willy 
aphid 


ie 


Mi 


ramen 


liye. \ > 
BesoTale aUTTE 
ee a ie i gS 


- i a 
‘4 i 
fe By ie es 


i 


te 
We 


% 


\ 


Se 
Ms jerert Wells = 


eh 


tity 


~ 


ZB; 
iy SS iy 
Kew iy : 
5! eA Cast AM hes Jas SY 
“ DESERT SUT E a . 
. Mioy 1g MANCHESTER SY 
si a: == 
fs) io | : < 
Fits Leo ca we 


Ai 
as MEN 


ny ta Es % FS 5 vugees . / 7% - 2 Fed i : ‘ $ : P ; 3 = od, f hy 
SEC SSS Os rt eros = f en : i ch ve lear ate xf : as 4 = ie Ne seeenen st ph 
avy ——— SSN Ne f ae ape ne a BA Wire) WAmnane wes ‘t Ol ‘| 5 i ‘ if = Pee c a sf 2 Pear eile 


\ aN 


122) —— AL, 
2 


“ey 
+ 1 x: 2? de 
THE NORAIS PETERS CD,, PHOTO-LITHG., WASHINGTON, D.C 


“< 


4 


a 
ra 


Wo 


i S0 
Wot Ree 


\N 


SOV, 
Vv 


No.\ é 


\ 


t 


y 


LA 


WAY, 


\ 


yf 


CLO UL 


8 


og tee 
Ata 


aS 


oor 


ne 


‘br rok when bid 


